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CHAPTER	SEVEN

I,	MODI

When	 party	 president	 Rajnath	 Singh	 called	 a	 news	 conference	 on
Friday	13	September	2013	and	announced	that	the	BJP	parliamentary
board	 had	 unanimously	 chosen	 Narendra	 Modi	 to	 be	 its	 prime
ministerial	 candidate,	 the	 hopes	 and	 expectations	 of	 Modi’s	 many
supporters	 had	 finally	 been	 realised.	 All	 the	 preparatory	 work,	 the
elegantly	 designed	websites	 and	 steadily	 growing	 databases	 had	 not
been	 in	 vain.	 The	 fiction	 that	 they	 could	 have	 been	 deployed	 in
support	 of	 any	 other	 candidate	 was	 quietly	 forgotten.	 Like	 the
supposedly	 reluctant	 Roman	 emperor	 Claudius,	 who	 went	 on	 to	 be
worshipped	as	a	god,	Modi	had	been	 forced	 to	bide	his	 time,	but	he
could	now	take	his	place	in	the	spotlight.
The	 idea	 that	 Friday	 the	 13th	 is	 an	 unlucky	 date	 is	 a	 peculiarly

western	superstition,	but	the	fortunes	of	Modi’s	rivals	in	both	his	own
ranks	and,	more	 importantly,	 the	Congress	Party	 took	a	nosedive.	A
little	 bit	 of	 Indian	 superstition	 may	 have	 helped	 force	 the	 timing.
Some	in	the	BJP	and	the	RSS	were	said	to	have	wanted	to	avoid	the
two-week	 run-up	 to	 the	 Hindu	 festival	 of	 Maha	 Navratri	 in	 early
October,	 supposedly	 an	 inauspicious	 time	 to	 begin	 anything	 of
importance.	Modi	likes	to	say	that	his	destiny	lies	in	the	hands	of	the
gods,	but	now	the	destiny	of	the	party	had	been	placed	into	his.	Any
hope	his	opponents	might	have	clung	 to	 that	 the	BJP	would	hesitate
and	adopt	a	safer	pair	of	hands	was	dashed.
Modi	 had	 never	 for	 a	 moment	 contemplated	 a	 ‘safety	 first’

campaign,	 one	 that	 would	 have	 relied	 on	 disillusionment	 with	 the
Congress-led	government	to	hand	him	power	by	default.	Now	he	had
the	 opportunity	 to	 set	 in	motion	 the	 campaign	 he’d	 always	wanted,
one	designed	not	just	to	win,	but	to	win	big,	by	dominating	the	agenda



and	 sweeping	 the	 country	with	 the	political	 equivalent	 of	 shock	 and
awe.	At	 the	 news	 conference	 he	 promised	 ‘nayi	 soch,	 nai	 ummeed’
(new	thinking,	new	hope),	the	first	of	many	catchy	slogans	he	would
unveil	in	the	months	to	come.	In	his	own	mind,	Modi	told	me,	he	had
divided	 the	 campaign	 into	 three	 phases.	 The	 first,	 ‘the	 preparatory
period’,	 was	 now	 over.	 The	 second,	 from	 September	 to	 early
December,	 would	 focus	 on	 the	 upcoming	 legislative	 assembly
elections	in	four	key	states,	including	Delhi,	while	planning	the	detail
of	 the	 national	 campaign	 to	 come	 soon	 after,	 and	 all	 the	 while
continuing	 to	 do	 the	 job	 to	which	 he’d	 already	 been	 elected.	 ‘I	was
still	the	chief	minister	of	Gujarat	and	was	running	the	campaign	from
there.	 Saturdays	 and	 Sundays	 would	 be	 for	 attending	 to	 my	 chief
minister’s	job,	while	the	other	five	days	of	the	week	were	for	inviting
various	 people	 from	 the	 different	 states	 and	 discussing	 and
understanding	the	political	scenarios.’	At	the	same	time	he	sent	some
of	his	advisers	on	an	undercover	mission	around	 the	country.	 ‘I	sent
five	or	six	of	my	trusted	people	to	the	different	states	so	I	could	get	a
first-hand	 idea	 of	 the	 situation	 on	 the	 ground.	 They	 did	 not	 declare
that	 they	 represented	 me,	 so	 as	 to	 avoid	 any	 biases	 while	 they
collected	the	information.	These	intelligence	inputs	were	crucial	to	the
design	of	my	messages	to	the	people.	The	way	I	thought	about	it	was
that	my	campaign	had	to	be	national	but	my	appeal	had	to	be	local	to
the	people.’
India	got	a	 taste	of	what	was	to	come	with	Modi’s	first	big	speech

two	days	later	in	Rewari,	south-west	of	Delhi	in	the	state	of	Haryana.
At	 a	 rally	 for	 ex-servicemen,	 he	 spoke	 of	 his	 personal	 connections
with	the	area,	his	pride	in	the	contribution	made	by	the	military	since
India’s	 Independence,	 and	 asserted	 that	 the	 country	 would	 only	 be
secure	once	there	was	an	‘efficient,	patriotic	government	dedicated	to
the	safety	of	every	Indian	citizen	in	Delhi.’	It	was	a	blend	of	local	and
national	 appeal	 that	 would	 become	 the	 hallmark	 of	 all	 his	 big
speeches.
Modi	used	the	opportunity	to	establish	himself	as	the	Delhi	outsider



from	 humble	 beginnings,	 a	 theme	 he	 would	 return	 to	 frequently	 in
future.	He	told	them	that,	as	a	child,	‘I	used	to	serve	tea	and	snacks	to
the	soldiers’,	and	he	even	dreamt	of	becoming	one.	The	first	time	he
ever	 saw	 a	 post	 office	 was	when	 he	went	 to	 send	 off	 for	 the	 army
prospectus.	It	cost	 two	rupees	but	he	‘belonged	to	a	poor	family	and
never	 got	 to	 see	 even	 two	 rupees	 at	 once’.	 His	 school	 friends
contributed	to	the	cost	and	a	teacher	helped	him	fill	in	the	form	when
it	arrived.	But	when	he	told	his	father	he	needed	money	to	go	and	take
the	 entrance	 exam	 for	 army	 school,	 ‘my	 father	 said,	 son,	 this	 we
cannot	 afford.	 You	 complete	 your	 studies	 at	 the	 village	 itself.	 That
dream	 of	 mine	 was	 shattered.’	 He	 didn’t	 need	 to	 contrast	 his
childhood	 with	 the	 privileged	 upbringing	 of	 Rahul	 Gandhi	 and	 his
family,	his	message	was	clear	enough.
The	 speech	was	 unusual	 in	 one	 respect:	 it	 touched	 directly	 on	 the

question	of	religion,	something	he	would	try	to	avoid	for	most	of	the
campaign.	Again	without	mentioning	Congress	by	name,	he	spoke	of
‘those	 who	 are	 trying	 to	 break	 society	 in	 bits	 and	 pieces	 under	 the
umbrella	of	secularism	for	the	sake	of	vote	bank	politics.’	Once	again
his	 meaning	 wasn’t	 lost.	 The	 BJP	 had	 long	 accused	 Congress	 of
pandering	 to	 religious	 minorities	 in	 order	 to	 ‘bank’	 their	 votes.	 By
contrast,	 Modi	 based	 his	 appeal	 not	 on	 what	 he	 would	 do	 for	 any
particular	religious	group,	caste	or	section	of	society,	but	on	what	he
would	do	for	India	as	a	whole.	What	better	example	of	that,	he	asked,
than	 the	 armed	 forces	 where	 Hindus	 and	 Muslims	 had	 historically
fought	side	by	side	and	‘the	way	they	have	respect	for	all	creeds,	the
way	all	of	them	are	working	together	just	to	serve	the	mother	nation.’
The	Rewari	speech	was	significant,	too,	for	the	way	in	which	it	was

disseminated	well	beyond	the	thousands	in	the	crowd.	It	was	tweeted
live	 and	his	 followers	 on	 social	media	were	 advised	 that	 they	 could
watch	 the	 speech	 again	 on	Modi’s	 own	YouTube	 channel.	 The	 text
was	 available	 in	 full	 in	 Hindi	 and	 English	 on	 his	 website,
www.narendramodi.in,	 and	 the	 attacks	 on	 Congress	 were	 given
prominence	on	 the	Niti	Central	news	pages,	where	a	 live	audio	 feed



was	made	available	 to	 internet	users.	Even	before	he	spoke,	 the	BJP
announced	another	innovation.	People	could	listen	to	the	speech	as	it
happened	 by	 calling	 a	 special	 number,	 022-45014501.	 The	 mobile
numbers	 of	 everybody	 who	 did	 call	 in	 were	 duly	 stored	 and
automatically	subscribed	to	Modi’s	SMS	and	tweets.	It	was	part	of	a
conscious	effort	to	use	social	media	to	force	the	newspapers,	TV	and
radio	to	take	notice	of	every	speech	and	to	cover	them	in	a	way	that
reflected	the	priorities	of	the	campaign.	In	the	view	of	Shashi	Shekhar
of	 Niti	 Digital,	 this	 was	 the	 single	 biggest	 contribution	 that	 social
media	 platforms	 like	 his	 were	 able	 to	 make.	 ‘This	 was	 the	 first
campaign	where	 every	 speech	was	 a	media	 event.	 Every	 speech	 he
made	was	being	streamed	live	and,	 thanks	to	Twitter,	every	word	he
uttered	 was	 being	 broadcast.	 This	 forced	 the	 media	 to	 get	 on	 the
bandwagon.’
By	contrast	Rahul	Gandhi’s	first	rally	following	Modi’s	emergence

as	the	BJP	standard-bearer	was	widely	written	up	as	a	disappointment.
He	chose	to	speak	in	Baran	in	the	state	of	Rajasthan,	something	of	a
BJP	stronghold,	and	so	got	some	credit	for	taking	his	campaign	onto
enemy	 territory.	 The	 sweltering	 heat	 no	 doubt	 contributed	 to	 the
evident	 wish	 of	 many	 in	 the	 crowd	 to	 get	 away	 as	 soon	 as	 he’d
finished	speaking,	but	Congress	will	have	been	more	worried	that	the
speech	 failed	 to	 resonate	 across	 the	 country	 in	 the	 same	 way	 that
Modi’s	 had	 done.	 Coming	 so	 soon	 after	Modi’s	 first	 outing,	 it	 was
inevitable	 that	direct	comparisons	would	be	drawn,	and	 India	Today
was	 not	 alone	 in	 noting	 that	 ‘barring	 one	 or	 two	 occasions,	 Rahul
Gandhi	failed	to	connect	with	the	crowd	the	way	Modi	did	in	Haryana
on	Sunday.’
On	one	level	Modi	and	Gandhi	were	still	dancing	around	each	other,

with	 neither	 prepared	 to	 refer	 to	 his	 opponent	 by	 name.	 Although
India’s	 powerful	 Election	 Commission	 had	 strict	 rules	 that	 forbade
personal	 attacks,	 they	 came	 into	 effect	 only	 when	 the	 election
schedule	 had	 been	 announced,	 and	 this	 had	 not	 yet	 happened.	 For
different	reasons,	neither	side	was	likely	to	benefit	from	getting	into	a



personal	scrap	at	this	stage.	And	in	a	crucial	respect	it	was,	and	would
remain,	an	unequal	contest	between	the	two	men.	Narendra	Modi	was
now	officially	the	BJP	candidate	for	prime	minister.	Congress	hadn’t
said	who	would	head	the	government	if	they	were	to	win	–	and	they
never	 did.	 The	 party	 could	 justifiably	 argue	 that	 it	 was	 simply
reverting	to	 tradition.	The	practice	of	declaring	who	would	be	PM	if
they	won	was	only	a	 recent	 innovation.	But	 there	were	personal	and
political	forces	at	play	also.	It	was	perceived	to	be	a	forlorn	attempt	to
protect	 Gandhi	 from	 the	 fallout	 if	 the	 party	 lost,	 and	 many	 people
within	Congress	as	well	as	in	the	wider	public	were	by	now	convinced
that	Gandhi	had	no	real	appetite	for	the	job.	Either	way,	it	crippled	the
Congress	 campaign.	 Harish	 Khare,	 the	 former	 journalist	 who	 had
worked	 as	 media	 adviser	 to	 Manmohan	 Singh,	 described	 it	 as	 the
‘lacuna	 at	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 Congress	 strategy	 .	 .	 .	 depriving	 the
campaign	 –	 conceptually,	 intellectually	 and	 organisationally	 –	 of	 a
focus.	 Yet	 the	 Opposition,	 especially	 Modi,	 has	 been	 allowed	 to
target-practise	 on	 a	 sitting	 duck’.	 Modi	 would	 refer	 to	 Gandhi
disparagingly	 as	 ‘the	 prince’,	 suggesting	 that	 the	 younger	 leader
thought	 he	 had	 some	 right	 by	 birth	 to	 inherit	 the	 crown.	 The	 word
Modi	 actually	 used	 was	 ‘shehzada’,	 which	 carried	 with	 it	 an	 even
more	 scornful	 note	 as	 it	 often	 denotes	 a	 spoiled	 brat.	 Shehzada	 can
also	 be	 a	 Muslim	 name	 and	 Khare	 believed	 Modi	 deliberately
intended	 to	 place	 a	 subliminal	 connection	 in	 the	 voters’	 minds.	 He
pointed	out	 that	 ‘the	use	of	Muslim	names	has	 long	been	part	of	his
demagogic	repertoire,	with	a	very	subtle	invitation	to	his	audience	to
equate	 his	 political	 rivals	 with	 “them”	 (the	 Muslims)’.	 Congress
protested	 that	 the	 use	 of	 the	 word	 was	 ‘undignified’.	 What	 really
troubled	them,	however,	was	that	it	was	devastatingly	effective.
Both	 the	professional	survey	conducted	by	 the	BJP	and	 the	private

soundings	 taken	 by	 Modi’s	 undercover	 advisers	 who	 toured	 the
country	had	revealed	a	demand	for	strong	 leadership.	When	 the	BJP
offered	Modi	as	the	answer	to	that	demand,	Congress	appeared	to	lack
anybody	with	 the	 confidence	 to	 stand	 up	 and	 challenge	 him.	When



Modi	 is	 asked	 to	 recall	 some	 of	 his	 personal	 highpoints	 of	 the
election,	 they	 are	 almost	 all	 occasions	 when	 his	 popularity	 was
evident	from	the	size	of	the	crowds	or	the	intensity	of	their	reaction.
One	that	stood	out	was	an	occasion	when	Modi	wasn’t	even	present.
The	 legendary	 batsman	 Sachin	 Tendulkar	 played	 his	 last	 test	match
for	India	against	the	West	Indies	at	Mumbai’s	Wankhede	Stadium	on
14–16	November	2013.	Modi	 doesn’t	 have	 the	 time	–	or	 apparently
the	 inclination	 –	 to	 watch	 much	 cricket,	 but	 it	 was	 the	 political
significance	of	 the	 event	 that	 he	 remembers.	 ‘Rahul	Gandhi	went	 to
see	 the	match	 and	 as	 soon	 as	 he	walked	 into	 the	 stadium	 the	 entire
crowd	 started	 chanting	 “Modi,	 Modi”.	 You	 would	 have	 expected
people	to	be	chanting	“Rahul,	Rahul”,	but	it	was	the	Modi	chant	that
was	happening.	This	was	a	surprise	even	to	me,	and	goes	to	show	how
viral	a	campaign	can	be	when	people	take	it	upon	themselves	that	they
want	change	and	see	hope	in	a	new	leader.’
There	 is	 no	 reason	 to	 suspect	 that	 the	 reaction	 of	 the	 crowd	 of

cricket	fans	had	been	in	any	way	stage-managed.	And	already	Modi’s
own	rallies	were	taking	on	an	extraordinary	momentum.	Where	once
people	 had	 to	 be	 paid	 to	 attend	 political	 meetings,	 now	 they	 were
willing	to	buy	admission	tickets	to	see	him	speak.	The	determination
of	 so	many	people	 to	go	 to	great	 lengths	 to	witness	Modi	 in	person
was	more	than	amply	demonstrated	at	the	end	of	October	at	Patna	in
the	state	of	Bihar.	Sanjay	Singh,	who	planned	 to	cover	 the	event	 for
the	First	Post	 news	 site,	 had	 received	 an	 early	 call	 from	a	 friend	 to
advise	 him	 to	 get	 up	 and	 start	 walking,	 as,	 ‘There	 is	 no	 public
transport	 and	 there	 is	 an	 emerging	 human	 sea	 on	 the	 roads.’	 As	 he
pushed	 through	 the	 crowds,	he	 listened	 to	 conversations	 around	him
and	quickly	came	to	the	conclusion	that	this	wasn’t	like	most	political
rallies	 he’d	 covered	 where	 people	 were	 bussed	 in	 and	 given	 food,
drink	 and	 even	 money	 as	 an	 incentive	 to	 attend.	 For	 the	 most	 part
there	 seemed	 to	 be	 genuine	 enthusiasm	 for	 Modi,	 ‘although	 some
others	had	equally	strong	passion	against	him’.
When	he	got	to	the	Maurya	Hotel,	close	to	the	Gandhi	Maidan	park



where	Modi	was	due	that	afternoon,	he	was	invited	up	to	meet	the	BJP
president,	 Rajnath	 Singh,	 in	 his	 suite.	 Looking	 out	 over	 the	 venue,
with	 the	 banks	 of	 the	River	Ganges	 beyond,	 Singh	 predicted	 that	 it
would	 be	 the	 biggest	 political	 rally	 the	 country	 had	 ever	 seen.	 But
Patna	was	to	be	remembered	for	other	reasons.	At	9.30	a.m.	a	bomb
exploded	in	a	public	toilet	at	the	town’s	train	station.	Over	the	course
of	 the	morning,	 another	 six	 devices	 exploded	 at	 different	 locations,
including	 inside	 the	 park	 itself.	 Six	 people	 were	 killed	 and	 another
eighty-five	injured.
When	Modi	landed	at	the	nearby	airport,	he	was	told	that	while	the

crowds	had	not	been	deterred	by	the	violence,	the	rally	would	have	to
be	 called	 off.	 He	 recounted	 for	 me	 what	 went	 through	 his	 mind.
‘Despite	the	bombings,	over	a	million	people	had	assembled	and	I	was
touched	 that	 even	 amidst	 the	 danger	 of	 injuries	 and	 deaths	 so	many
people	were	willing	to	risk	hearing	me	speak.	I	therefore	said	I	would
speak	at	the	rally	despite	so	many	of	my	people	advising	me	against	it.
I	believed	speaking	at	Patna	was	my	moral	duty	and	I	spoke	for	a	full
sixty-five	minutes.	This	is	the	least	I	could	do	to	show	leadership	from
the	forefront	for	the	people	of	a	state	rocked	by	such	violence	and	yet
risking	their	life	to	come	and	hear	me.	I	was	told	later	that	there	were
more	 bombs	 found	 at	 the	 venue.’	 One	 of	 these	 was	 close	 to	 the
podium	where	Modi	had	stood.
Before	he	 took	 to	 the	microphone,	 there	were	announcements	over

the	speaker	system	referring	only	to	‘tyre	blasts	and	fire	crackers’	and
appealing	 for	 calm.	 With	 the	 proceedings	 once	 again	 being
transmitted	 live,	 the	 organisers	 wanted	 to	 avoid	 panic	 but	 were
equally	 determined	 not	 to	 let	 the	 violence	 distract	 from	what	Modi
had	 planned	 to	 say.	 He	 made	 no	 direct	 reference	 to	 the	 bombs
although,	 ‘I	 had	 to	 make	 the	 point	 that	 it	 was	 not	 about	 Hindus
fighting	 against	 Muslims	 any	 more	 but	 was	 our	 joint	 fight	 against
issues	 like	 poverty.’	 He	 prefaced	 his	 speech	with	 comments	 in	 two
local	 languages,	 Bhojpuri	 and	 Maithili,	 provoking	 cheers	 from	 the
crowd,	many	of	whom	were	young	and	had	never	attended	a	political



rally	before.	He	talked	again	about	his	poor	upbringing	and	made	the
first	specific	reference	in	the	campaign	to	his	childhood	days	as	a	chai
wala.	 ‘Congress	 leaders	 don’t	 know	what	 poverty	 and	 hunger	 are.	 I
used	to	sell	tea	on	trains.	I	know	how	difficult	it	is	to	get	onto	trains
and	make	a	living.’
Sanjay	Singh	reported	 that,	despite	 the	bombs,	 ‘the	 rally	continued

as	 if	 nothing	 had	 happened.’	After	 the	 crowds	 had	 dispersed,	 Singh
was	back	 in	 the	hotel.	 ‘At	5.15	as	 I	 file	 this	 story,	 another	blast	has
gone	off	in	Gandhi	Maidan.	The	noise	was	loud.	From	where	I	sit,	on
the	fifth	floor	of	the	Maurya	Hotel	convention	room,	I	can	see	the	fire
and	 smoke.’	 Singh	 concluded	 that	 the	 size	 of	 the	 rally	 and	 the
response	of	the	crowd	‘would	surely	unnerve	Modi’s	political	rivals,’
while	noting	that	‘The	rally	was,	if	nothing	else,	a	security	failure.’
After	 he	 left	 the	 ground,	 Modi	 tweeted	 his	 reaction	 to	 what	 had

happened,	 saying,	 ‘Blasts	 in	 Patna	 are	 deeply	 saddening	 and
unfortunate.	Condolences	with	families	of	deceased	and	prayers	with
injured.	I	appeal	for	peace	and	calm.’	One	of	his	local	party	officials
tweeted	 that	 they	had	 raised	 concerns	 about	 security	 in	writing	with
the	 state	 government,	 ‘Yet	 necessary	 arrangements	 were	 not	 made.
This	is	criminal	negligence.’	The	chief	minister,	Nitish	Kumar,	denied
that	 there	 had	 been	 any	 security	 lapses	 and	 said	 there	 had	 been	 no
intelligence	 warnings	 of	 a	 risk	 to	 the	 event.	 There	 was	 a	 political
undercurrent	to	the	row	as	it	was	Kumar’s	party,	the	JDU,	which	had
abandoned	 its	 long-standing	 alliance	 with	 the	 BJP	 when	Modi	 was
selected,	 claiming	 he	 was	 a	 divisive	 leader	 who	 didn’t	 have	 the
confidence	of	Muslims	(see	Chapter	Five).	Journalists	reported	seeing
very	few	Muslims	in	the	crowd,	despite	what	they	had	been	told	were
efforts	 by	 the	 BJP	 to	 encourage	 them	 to	 attend.	 Ten	 people	 were
charged	 in	 connection	 with	 the	 bombings,	 all	 of	 them	 Muslims,
alleged	 by	 the	 National	 Investigation	 Agency	 to	 have	 ‘conspired	 to
target	and	attack	Narendra	Modi,	 the	BJP’s	PM	candidate,	who	 they
thought	would	be	inimical	to	their	interests	if	he	was	to	become	PM	of
the	country.’	At	the	time	of	writing,	the	case	had	not	yet	come	to	trial.



The	Patna	rally	had	been	overladen	with	danger.	The	decision	to	go
ahead,	 despite	 the	 possibility	 that	 there	 were	 further	 bombs	 in	 the
park,	 was	 taken	 by	 politicians	 who	 judged	 that	 the	 risk	 of	 causing
panic	by	calling	it	off	was	even	greater.	In	the	event	political	violence,
if	 that	 is	 what	 it	 was,	 was	 not	 allowed	 to	 disrupt	 the	 election	 and
nothing	 remotely	 comparable	was	 to	 happen	 again	 on	 the	 campaign
trail.	When	I	discussed	it	afterwards	with	Modi,	I	was	interested	too	in
how	he	had	responded	as	a	man	rather	than	as	a	politician.	He	told	me
that	his	own	personal	safety	had	never	been	a	concern.	‘I	really	never
thought	about	this	and	nor	do	I	worry	about	my	safety.	I	believe	your
life	is	pre-decided	and	so	why	worry?’	It	occurred	to	me	that	if	he	had
been	a	family	man,	with	a	wife	and	children,	he	might	have	 thought
about	 them	 before	 putting	 himself	 in	 danger.	 For	 the	 first	 and	 only
time	in	our	discussions	he	seemed	briefly	lost	for	words.	‘Perhaps,	but
I	 have	never	 had	 them	 so	how	can	 I	 know?’	 he	 replied	 after	 a	 long
pause,	before	adding,	‘But	I	have	a	mother.	I	have	brothers.’
Modi	 is	 never	 comfortable	 talking	 about	 deeply	 personal	 matters,

least	 of	 all	 affairs	 of	 the	 heart.	 And	 the	 Indian	 media	 is	 far	 more
reluctant	than,	say,	their	British	counterparts,	to	ask	questions	about	a
leader’s	private	feelings.	That	Modi	is	unmarried	is	rarely	considered
worthy	of	note.	The	position	of	women	in	Indian	society,	on	the	other
hand,	 is	a	 live	political	 issue	and	one	 that	Modi	 refers	 to	 frequently.
The	 subject	 came	 up	 again	 in	 the	 context	 of	 an	 intriguing	 saga	 that
appeared	 on	 the	 internet	 on	 the	 same	day	 the	 test	match	 crowd	was
yelling	 Modi’s	 name.	 Two	 investigative	 news	 websites,
www.cobrapost.com	 and	 www.gulail.com,	 broke	 a	 story	 that	 was
instantly	dubbed	‘Snoopgate’.	At	its	heart	were	267	audio	recordings
that	 had	 been	 handed	 over	 to	 the	 Central	 Bureau	 of	 Investigation
(CBI).	The	websites	claimed	 that	 the	 recordings	contained	 telephone
conversations	in	August	2009	in	which	Modi’s	most	trusted	colleague,
Amit	Shah,	then	Gujarat’s	home	minister,	could	be	heard	ordering	the
surveillance	 of	 a	 young	 woman	 architect	 whom	 the	 journalists
christened	 ‘Madhuri’	 to	 protect	 her	 identity.	 On	 the	 tapes	 of	 the



alleged	conversations,	which	were	posted	online,	Shah	could	be	heard
asking	for	the	surveillance	to	be	carried	out	at	the	behest	of	someone
referred	to	only	as	‘Saheb’	(sir),	which	was	claimed	to	be	a	reference
to	his	boss,	Narendra	Modi.
According	 to	www.gulail.com,	 ‘The	 tapes	 indicate	 that	 for	 at	 least

over	a	month	the	Gujarat	police	apparatus	used	its	sweeping	powers	to
rigorously	monitor	every	private	moment,	every	personal	conversation
and	every	daily	movement	of	Madhuri	.	.	.	Strict	orders	were	given	to
closely	observe	and	profile	those	who	met	her.	Shah	was	particularly
interested	in	knowing	the	men	she	was	meeting	and	whether	she	was
alone	or	with	some	man	when	she	checked	into	a	hotel	in	Ahmedabad.
Her	phones	and	those	of	her	family	and	friends	were	tapped.	Every	bit
of	 information	 was	 conveyed	 to	 Shah	 in	 real	 time,	 who	 in	 turn
claimed	to	be	relaying	it	to	his	Saheb.’
At	first	the	BJP	seemed	unsure	how	to	react,	but	the	following	day

party	 president,	 Rajnath	 Singh,	 said	 the	 allegations	 were	 without
foundation.	‘We	had	already	said	much	earlier	that	we	apprehend	that
the	 dirty	 tricks	 wing	 of	 the	 Congress	 will	 make	 such	 baseless
allegations	against	Modi	as	the	elections	draw	near.’	Singh	went	on	to
reveal	 that	 ‘the	 girl’s	 father	 has	 also	 given	 a	 statement	 that	 he	 had
asked	Modi,	with	whom	he	had	 family	 relations,	 for	 security	 for	his
daughter.	The	head	of	the	government	is	responsible	for	ensuring	the
safety	 and	 security	 of	 the	 people.	 Modi	 was	 only	 performing	 his
dharma	 [duty].’	The	BJP	had	got	 its	act	 together	and	hoped	to	close
down	 the	 story	 by	 getting	 the	 father	 to	 say	 he	 had	 been	 the	 one	 to
initiate	the	trailing	of	his	daughter,	but	Singh’s	statement	also	served
to	 confirm	 that	 the	 surveillance	 had	 indeed	 taken	 place	 and	 that	 the
‘Saheb’	was	Modi.
Snoopgate	was	one	subject	on	which	Modi	refused	to	answer	any	of

my	questions.	Whatever	had	really	gone	on,	the	fact	is	that	in	terms	of
its	impact	on	the	campaign,	Snoopgate	was	the	dog	that	didn’t	bark,	or
if	it	did	then	not	very	loudly.	The	central	issue	was	one	of	privacy	and
that	was	effectively	answered	once	the	woman’s	family	stated	that	the



surveillance	had	been	undertaken	at	 their	 request.	Congress	did	 their
best	 to	 exploit	 the	 story	 by	 fielding	 an	 array	 of	 senior	 female	MPs
who	insisted	there	were	still	many	unanswered	questions	in	the	affair,
but	with	little	success.
They	 tried	 again	 in	 March	 2014	 when	 Congress	 spokeswoman

Shobha	Oza	 targeted	 female	 voters,	 saying,	 ‘I	would	 like	 to	 ask	 the
women,	 the	 daughters,	 the	 wives	 and	 the	 mothers	 of	 this	 country
whether	 they	 would	 like	 to	 have	 in	 their	 households	 a	 person	 like
Modi,	who	is	known	for	his	anti-women	attitude.	Modi,	who	is	yet	to
answer	 for	 Snoopgate.’	 Then,	 just	 days	 before	 the	 end	 of	 the
campaign,	the	woman	at	the	centre	of	the	allegations	filed	a	petition	to
the	 Supreme	 Court	 saying	 she	 and	 her	 father	 were	 ‘thankful	 to	 the
Gujarat	government’	 for	accepting	‘a	personal	 request’	 to	ensure	her
safety.	Any	further	investigation,	she	said,	would	invade	her	privacy.
Snoopgate,	which	several	of	Modi’s	advisers	had	briefly	feared	could
do	him	significant	damage,	had	done	nothing	of	the	kind.



CHAPTER	ELEVEN

‘SUPERSTAR’

At	 the	 height	 of	 the	 election	 battle,	 Narendra	 Modi	 found	 himself
standing	 alongside	 one	 of	 the	 professional	 consultants	 who	 had
offered	 his	 services	 for	 the	 duration	 of	 the	 campaign.	 ‘So	 what	 are
your	English-speaking	media	saying	about	me	now?’	he	asked.	Modi
was	dominating	the	headlines	and	setting	the	agenda,	but	still	he	felt
sections	of	the	media	were	out	to	undermine	him	at	any	opportunity.
It’s	 a	 familiar	 trait	 in	 politicians.	 I	 found	 while	 working	 for	 Tony
Blair,	when	he	was	at	his	most	popular	and	most	of	 the	media	were
eating	out	of	his	hands,	a	constant	feeling	inside	Downing	Street	that
they	were	out	to	get	him.	Other	prime	ministers	I	saw	at	close	hand,
including	Gordon	Brown	and	 John	Major,	both	of	whom	admittedly
received	a	far	worse	press,	were	driven	literally	to	distraction	by	what
was	 said	 and	 written	 about	 them.	Modi,	 by	 contrast,	 was	 relatively
sanguine.	He	had	grown	used	to	criticism	and	didn’t	let	it	distract	him
for	long.
Looking	in	from	the	outside,	most	observers	came	to	the	conclusion

that	 Team	 Modi	 had	 very	 little	 to	 complain	 about	 in	 the	 way	 the
campaign	was	being	covered.	Sandeep	Bhushan,	a	fellow	at	the	Jamia
Millia	 Islamia	 university	 centre	 for	 culture,	 media	 and	 governance,
observed	that,	‘In	the	run-up	to	the	general	election,	it	appeared	as	if
every	 TV	 channel	 was	 pushing	 Modi.	 The	 coverage	 was
unprecedented.	He	was	omnipresent.	 It	was	similar	 to	an	ad	barrage.
People	were	yearning	for	better,	corruption-free	governance	and	Modi
was	projected	as	a	huge,	happening	symbol	of	change.	It	was	certainly
a	 watershed	 moment	 for	 the	 Indian	 news	 media.’	 For	 his	 part,	 the
BJP’s	official	spokesman,	Prakash	Javadekar,	had	no	complaints.	Had
Modi	 been	 reported	 fairly,	 I	 asked	 him?	 ‘Absolutely,’	 he	 replied,



although	he	felt	some	of	the	papers	were	being	positive	almost	in	spite
of	 themselves.	 ‘Newspapers	 who	 were	 opposed	 to	 what	 Modi	 was
saying,	 still	 they	 could	 not	 shun	 him.	 Because	 he	 was	 speaking
something	new.	New	quotable	quotes.	He	used	to	give	at	least	twenty
quotable	 quotes	 a	 day.	As	 a	 journalist	 how	 can	 you	 stall	 that?	 So	 I
have	 no	 complaint	 about	 the	 coverage	 given	 by	 the	 media.’	 Rahul
Kanwal,	who	 covered	 the	 election	 for	Headlines	 Today,	 agreed	 that
Modi	constantly	gave	journalists	what	they	wanted	most:	stories.	‘He
is	brilliant	copy.	He’s	the	best	copy	India	has	ever	had.’
Almost	everything	he	did	made	news:	the	tea	stalls,	the	holograms,

the	mammoth	open-air	rallies.	For	Kanwal,	as	a	television	journalist,
Modi	 was	 a	 dream.	 ‘When	 he	 is	 speaking,	 he	 is	 the	 director,	 the
producer,	the	editor,	the	copywriter,	the	actor,	the	superstar,	all	in	the
same	person.	Because	when	he	 is	 speaking	 you	 see,	when	he	wants
the	crowd	 to	 respond	 to	what	he	 is	saying,	he	 turns	 the	mic	 towards
them.	So	he	is	very	theatrical,	very	Bollywood	in	that	sense.	He	has	a
better	 sense	 of	 occasion,	 of	 timing,	 of	 television,	 of	 cameras,	 of
production	 than	virtually	anybody	else.	He	 is	smarter	when	 it	comes
to	production	than	most	TV	producers.’	And	if	that	includes	speaking
over	 the	 heads	 of	 the	 journalists,	 through	 social	 media	 or	 at	 public
rallies,	‘It’s	not	something	that	you	like,	but	what	option	do	you	have?
He	 functions	 in	 the	way	 that	he	does.	You	can’t	 change	 it.	You	can
clamour	as	much	as	you	want,	you	can	crib	as	much	as	you	want,	he’s
not	going	to	change.’	Aatish	Srivastava,	who	covered	the	BJP	for	the
NewsX	channel,	concurred.	‘You	can’t	ignore	it	when	there	are	seven
or	eight	hundred	thousand	people	coming	out	of	their	houses	to	listen
to	 Narendra	 Modi.	 You	 can’t	 keep	 your	 eyes	 shut	 on	 that.	 Even
suppose	I	am	a	heavy	critic	of	Narendra	Modi,	 that	I	don’t	 like	him,
but	how	much	can	I	afford	to	dislike	him?	I	have	to	go	and	report	on
him	and	what	will	I	report?	I	have	to	report	something	positive,	each
and	every	statement	of	Narendra	Modi	has	hundreds	of	 thousands	of
people	clapping	 it.	You	can’t	keep	your	eyes	and	ears	shut	on	 it.	So
suddenly	 the	media,	which	was	dead	against	him,	 realised	 that	he	 is



going	to	be	the	prime	minister	of	 the	country.’	And	some	journalists
were	prepared	to	admit	that	there	were	other	constraints	on	what	they
could	write.	‘We	are	all	corporate-run	media	houses	now.	There	is	no
one	who	is	doing	it	as	a	social	service,’	said	one.
It	 is	 a	 view	 that	 strikes	 a	 chord	 with	 Professor	 Zoya	 Hasan	 from

Jawaharlal	Nehru	University.	‘I	think	media	and	money	played	a	very
important	 role,	 an	 exceptionally	 important	 role	 in	 this	 election.	 It	 is
certainly	 about	 ownership	 because	 ours	 is	 a	 corporate-controlled
media.	 Some	 of	 the	 biggest	 newspapers	 and	 television	 channels	 are
owned	 by	 the	 corporate	 sector.	 And	 Modi	 has	 been	 assiduously
courting	 the	 corporate	 sector.’	His	message	wasn’t	 just	 attractive	 to
wealthy	 businesspeople,	 in	 her	 view,	 but	 to	 many	 journalists
themselves.	 ‘Most	 of	 the	 journalists	 are	 very	middle	 class	 or	 upper
caste.	So,	as	far	as	the	media	is	concerned,	I	think	it	follows	a	middle-
class	agenda,	and	the	middle	class	in	India	has	turned	to	the	right,	or
at	least	the	centre-right.’
In	my	experience,	some	of	the	most	left-wing	journalists	come	from

middle-or	upper-middle-class	backgrounds	but,	 in	any	event,	Modi’s
media	 strategy	 was	 not	 based	 on	 appealing	 to	 the	 self-interest	 of
journalists	 as	 individuals.	 He	 had	 decided	 to	 dominate	 the	 news
headlines	 from	 day	 one	 and,	 barring	 a	 few	 unhelpful	 controversies,
that	is	exactly	what	he	did.	And	he	did	it	by	making	news.	As	for	the
charge	 of	 avoiding	 cross-examination	 by	 journalists	 and	 going	 over
the	heads	of	the	media,	Prakash	Javadekar	was	unapologetic.	‘He	was
not	speaking	over	their	heads.	Maybe	some	journalists	wanted	to	ask
questions	just	to	divert	the	issue,	but	he	was	talking	from	his	heart	to
the	people.	That	was	news	 in	 itself.	And	 in	every	speech	 there	were
new	ideas,	new	slogans,	new	articulations,	so	for	the	journalists	it	was
a	feast.’
Javadekar	 ran	 a	 relatively	 conventional	 press	 office	 operation	with

the	 help	 of	 his	 head	 of	media,	 Shrikant	 Sharma.	 Everybody	 was	 at
their	desks	by	6.30	in	the	morning	to	read	the	newspapers	and	monitor
the	main	 national	 radio	 and	 television	 broadcasts	 between	 7.00	 a.m.



and	11.00	a.m.	At	nine	o’clock	there	would	be	a	teleconference	with
the	main	political	leaders,	like	Arun	Jaitley	and	Rajnath	Singh.	They
would	 discuss	 the	 main	 issues	 that	 were	 running	 in	 the	 media	 and
decide	how	the	party	should	respond.	At	11.00	somebody,	usually	one
of	the	politicians,	would	make	a	statement	in	front	of	the	cameras	on
behalf	of	 the	party	and	perhaps	take	one	or	 two	questions.	The	main
news	 conference	would	 be	 at	 3.00	 p.m.,	when	 journalists	 could	 ask
whatever	 they	 liked.	The	 team	would	 then	meet	again	 to	assess	how
their	stories	were	running	in	the	media	and	to	answer	any	last-minute
questions	 from	the	BJP	spokespeople	who	would	represent	 the	party
on	the	evening	discussion	shows.	These	programmes	took	up	a	lot	of
time	and	effort	and	it	was	part	of	Javadekar’s	job	to	make	sure	all	the
spokespeople	around	the	country	knew	what	to	say	–	‘the	line	to	take’.
He	would	hold	a	 teleconference	call,	using	audio	bridge	 technology,
every	afternoon.	‘There	are	nearly	two	hundred	state-level	spokesmen
and	 panellists	 who	 go	 on	 the	 various	 TV	 shows.	 In	 every	 Indian
language	now,	in	each	state,	there	are	at	least	ten	news	channels,	out
of	which	 at	 least	 five	 do	 live	 debates	 in	 the	 evening.	 So,	 it’s	 a	 big
thing.’
It	was	 also,	 in	 reality,	 a	 sideshow.	The	main	 event,	 day	 after	 day,

was	Modi,	and	it	was	Modi	whom	all	the	channel	executives	wanted
to	 see	 on	 their	 screens.	 The	 Holy	 Grail	 was	 an	 exclusive	 interview
with	the	man	himself,	and	they	were	very	few	and	far	between.
Modi	was	wary	of	the	big	TV	interviews	because	he	believed,	quite

rightly,	 that	 he	would	 almost	 certainly	 be	 asked	 about	 the	 riots	 and
there	was	a	risk	that	whatever	he	said	in	reply	could	overshadow	the
positive	 message	 he	 wanted	 to	 put	 across.	 For	 that	 reason	 it	 was
decided	 not	 to	 do	 any	 studio	 interviews	 at	 all	 at	 the	 start	 of	 the
campaign.	 Prakash	 Javadekar	 explained	 the	 logic.	 ‘If	 you	 start	 with
interviews	right	from	the	first	day	then	unnecessary	controversies	will
be	raised	and	the	headlines	become	different.’	Better	to	wait	a	couple
of	months,	 by	which	 time	 the	 themes	 that	Modi	wants	 to	 talk	 about
have	been	widely	discussed	and	the	agenda	has	been	set.	‘After	things



were	 established	 in	 the	 minds	 of	 people,	 then	 we	 chose	 to	 give
interviews.’
Every	journalist	preparing	for	a	major	political	interview	hopes	that

it	will	make	 a	 splash.	Occasionally	 the	politician	will	 come	 into	 the
studio	with	a	big	piece	of	news	that	they	have	decided	to	break	in	an
interview	with	you,	 in	which	case	your	work	has	been	done	for	you,
but	 that	 is	 a	 very	 rare	occurrence.	 I	 interviewed	every	British	prime
minister	 from	 James	 Callaghan	 to	 Gordon	 Brown,	 over	 a	 period
covering	more	 than	 thirty	 years,	 and	many	 other	 leading	 politicians
too.	They	had	usually	decided	what	they	wanted	to	say	in	advance	and
stuck	to	it	rigidly.	I	tried	to	tempt	them	into	making	news,	but	if	that
failed	 I	 would	 goad	 them	 or	 even	 provoke	 them,	 in	 the	 hope	 of
producing	 a	 dramatic	 and	 newsworthy	 reaction.	 A	 flash	 of	 anger	 is
always	 good.	 A	 walkout	 guarantees	 that	 your	 interview	 will	 get
noticed.
It	happened	to	me	only	once	when,	as	a	young	reporter	in	Northern

Ireland,	I	interviewed	the	fiery	preacher-cum-politician,	the	Reverend
Ian	Paisley.	It	was	being	pre-recorded	and	when	he	didn’t	like	my	line
of	 questioning,	 he	 ripped	 off	 his	 microphone	 and	 stormed	 out	 in	 a
fury,	 slamming	 the	door	behind	him.	Somebody	must	have	 told	him
that	wasn’t	such	a	smart	thing	to	do	and	a	few	minutes	later	he	came
back	in	and	suggested	I	should	put	the	question	to	him	again.	By	this
time,	 of	 course,	 he	 had	 an	 answer	 ready.	 That	 evening	 I	 decided	 to
transmit	 the	 whole	 thing,	 walkout	 and	 all,	 and	 as	 soon	 as	 it	 was
broadcast	he	was	straight	on	the	phone	threatening	never	to	speak	to
me	again	and	to	boycott	the	programme	I	worked	for.	He	didn’t	carry
out	 either	 threat,	 and	was	 completely	 charming	 the	 next	 time	 I	 saw
him,	which	 taught	me	 an	 early	 lesson	 about	 standing	 up	 to	 political
bullies.	But	when	 it	became	my	 turn	 to	advise	politicians	on	how	to
conduct	 interviews,	 my	 two	 pieces	 of	 wisdom	 were:	 never	 say	 ‘no
comment’	and	never	walk	out.
To	 this	 day,	 one	 of	 the	 most	 talked-about	 interviews	 on	 Indian

television	 took	 place	 in	 October	 2007.	 It	 was	 the	 occasion	 when



Narendra	Modi	walked	out	of	an	interview	with	Karan	Thapar	for	the
CNN-IBN	show,	Devil’s	Advocate.	Thapar	suggested	to	Modi	that	he
had	an	‘image	problem’	as	a	result	of	 the	riots.	He	pressed	the	point
firmly	but	politely:
	
Thapar:	 	 Why	 can’t	 you	 say	 that	 you	 regret	 the	 killings	 that
happened?	 Why	 can’t	 you	 say	 maybe	 the	 government	 should
have	done	more	to	protect	Muslims?

Modi:		What	I	had	to	say	I	have	said	at	that	time,	and	you	can	find
out	my	statements.

Thapar:	Just	say	it	again.
Modi:		Not	necessary.	I	have	to	talk	about	in	2007.	Everything	you
want	to	talk	about.

Thapar:		But	by	not	saying	it	again,	by	not	letting	people	hear	the
message	 repeatedly,	 you	 are	 allowing	 an	 image	 contrary	 to	 the
interest	of	Gujarat	to	continue.	It’s	in	your	hands	to	change	it.

Modi:	 	(Takes	the	microphone	off.)	I’ll	have	to	rest.	I	need	some
water.

	
At	 that	 Modi	 walked	 away,	 saying,	 ‘I	 can’t	 do	 this	 interview.’	 On
behalf	of	the	BJP,	Javedakar	told	the	press	the	programme	had	given
assurances	 that	 the	 questions	would	 be	 about	 current	 issues	 and	 not
the	 riots.	 Thapar,	 who	 had	 a	 reputation	 as	 a	 particularly	 combative
interviewer,	 said	 no	 conditions	 had	 been	 set	 in	 advance.	 Although
Modi	 promised	 their	 friendship	 would	 be	 unaffected,	 it	 was	 an
encounter	he	never	forgot.	If	he	was	going	to	make	headlines	in	2014,
and	he	most	assuredly	was,	then	they	were	going	to	be	the	headlines
he	wanted.
Thorough	preparation	is	not	something	reserved	for	the	interviewer

ahead	of	a	big	televised	encounter.	The	interviewee,	too,	must	be	well
briefed,	 confident	 and	 prepared	 for	 the	 likely	 direction	 of	 the
questioning.	And,	as	with	most	things	in	life,	experience	helps.
Modi	knew	 that,	 but	 it	 seemed	 that	Rahul	Gandhi	did	not.	He	met



the	Times	Now	editor	in	chief,	Arnab	Goswami,	on	27	January,	for	the
programme	Frankly	Speaking.	It	was	the	first	interview	of	its	kind	he
had	ever	done,	and	it	went	so	badly	that	it	might	even	have	been	better
if	 he	 had	 walked	 out.	 The	 first	 question	 was	 about	 why	 he	 wasn’t
putting	himself	 forward	 as	 the	Congress	Party’s	 candidate	 for	prime
minister.	He	dodged	 it	 and	got	 bogged	down	 in	 constitutional	 detail
and	history.	But	it	was	when	he	was	asked	about	the	anti-Sikh	rioting
that	followed	the	assassination	of	his	grandmother,	Indira	Gandhi,	by
her	Sikh	bodyguards	in	1984	that	he	showed	his	vulnerability.	There
had	 been	 over	 eight	 thousand	 deaths,	 a	 casualty	 rate	 that	 was	 far
higher	 than	 in	 Gujarat	 in	 2002.	 The	 Congress	 Party	 was	 widely
accused	of	complicity	in	the	revenge	attacks,	but	Rahul	felt	unable	to
either	accept	any	responsibility	on	behalf	of	his	party	or	to	apologise.
Rahul	spoke	movingly	about	the	murder	of	both	his	grandmother	and
his	 father,	 Rajiv,	 but	 the	 interview	 soon	 degenerated	 into	 a	 lengthy
effort	by	him	to	avoid	answering	almost	all	the	questions	that	were	put
to	him.	One	Congress	Party	media	manager	said	afterwards	that	they
had	hoped	it	would	boost	Rahul’s	image	to	see	him	being	quizzed	by
a	tough	interviewer.	The	idea	was	that	it	‘would	establish	Rahul	as	a
politician	who	was	open	to	public	scrutiny,	unlike	Modi	who	walked
out	of	interviews.	I	guess	we	just	didn’t	know	how	badly	Rahul	would
end	up	looking.’
Modi,	 meanwhile,	 was	 sticking	 to	 his	 political	 strategy	 of	 using

attacks	on	the	record	of	Congress	in	government	and	the	inexperience
of	its	young	pretender	to	generate	a	demand	for	strong	leadership	that
only	he	could	fill.	 It	had	been	decided	 that	most	of	 the	news	he	and
the	other	BJP	spokespeople	would	try	 to	make	should	be	based	on	a
‘charge	 sheet’	 against	 the	 government.	Modi	was	 quite	 happy	 to	 let
the	media	 report	 on	 his	 rallies	 and	 the	 content	 of	 his	 speeches.	 For
now,	he	preferred	to	avoid	giving	interviews	and	if	he	did	they	were
usually	while	he	was	out	and	about,	never	in	the	studio,	and	generally
concentrated	on	local	issues.
Then,	in	February,	he	took	a	calculated	risk.	‘I	decided	that	I	would



not	be	available	to	the	media,’	he	told	me.	‘I	did	this	intentionally	to
create	a	vacuum	and	get	attention	because	of	the	vacuum.’	Modi	used
the	 time	 to	 busy	 himself	 with	 practicalities,	 like	 overseeing	 the
selection	 of	 candidates.	 ‘Thus	 the	 month	 of	 February	 was	 no
interviews	 and	mostly	 silence.	My	 supporters	were	 anxious	 and	my
detractors	were	happy,	little	realising	that	this	was	my	strategic	intent
as	we	 readied	 for	 the	 last	 few	days	before	polling	began.’	And	with
polling	 staggered	across	 the	nine	different	phases,	when	he	emerged
from	his	self-imposed	media	purdah	he	did	it	with	one	eye	firmly	on
the	 election	 calendar.	 ‘The	 TV	 interviews	 were	 carefully	 planned
before	 any	 election	 in	 a	 state	 and	 I	 was	 specifically	 doing	 the
interviews	 focused	 on	 where	 the	 elections	 were	 going	 to	 be	 held.
What	this	did	was	to	allow	me	to	customise	my	message	all	the	time
and	not	to	spill	all	the	beans	at	once	and	keep	the	curiosity	of	people
alive	 in	 terms	 of	 what	 would	 I	 say	 next.	 I	 went	 full-fledged	 to	 the
national	media	only	 towards	 the	end,	 first	 to	 the	Hindi	channels	and
then	to	the	English.’
Modi	 finally	 appeared	 on	 screen	 in	 a	 national	 television	 studio	 on

Saturday	12	April,	by	which	 time	 the	 first	 two	rounds	of	voting	had
already	 happened.	 He	 chose	 to	 grant	 the	 exclusive	 to	 the	 popular
Hindi-language	show	Aap	ki	Adalat	(‘Your	Court’).	It	was	presented
by	the	editor	 in	chief	of	 India	TV,	Rajat	Sharma,	a	friend	of	Modi’s
for	 over	 forty	 years.	 The	 studio	was	 set	 up	 as	 usual	 in	 a	 courtroom
format,	 with	 the	 interviewee	 ‘in	 the	 dock’	 in	 the	 centre	 and	 the
audience	surrounding	him	at	a	distance.	The	programme	received	the
highest	 TV	 ratings	 in	 India’s	 history.	 Official	 monitoring	 figures
showed	 that	74%	of	news	viewers	 in	 the	 country	 tuned	 in	 to	watch.
Despite	 a	 hectic	 day	 on	 the	 campaign	 trail,	 Modi	 was	 in	 sparkling
form,	buoyed	up	by	 the	enthusiastic	 reaction	of	 the	 studio	audience,
who	started	chanting	his	name	and	applauding	as	soon	as	he	appeared.
It	went	on	for	over	an	hour,	and	while	it	wasn’t	exactly	a	grilling,	and
Modi	was	clearly	in	control	of	what	he	wanted	to	say,	nobody	could
claim	that	the	difficult	issues	hadn’t	been	raised.	He	was	asked	about



the	 Gujarat	 riots,	 the	 ban	 on	 him	 entering	 the	 United	 States,	 his
attitude	towards	Muslims,	the	charge	that	his	image	was	all	spin	and
didn’t	always	fit	the	facts,	and	much	else	besides.
The	 day	 after	 it	 was	 broadcast,	 the	 success	 of	 the	 interview	 was

marred	 by	 the	 resignation	 of	 India	 TV’s	 editorial	 director,	 Qamar
Waheed	Naqvi.	It	was	rumoured	that	he	had	gone	because	he	thought
the	show	had	been	‘fixed’.	He	later	confirmed	that,	in	his	view,	‘The
entire	programme	was	part	of	the	Modi	propaganda	machine.	No	hard
questions	 were	 asked	 and	 the	 audience	 was	 full	 of	 Modi	 bhakts
[devotees]	who	were	only	there	to	cheer	for	him.’	India	TV	put	out	a
statement	 saying	 they	were	 surprised	 at	 the	 reasons	 being	 circulated
on	 social	media	 for	Naqvi’s	 resignation.	 ‘Such	 reasons	 are	 baseless,
and	we	condemn	the	effort	being	made	to	use	it	for	political	gains,’	it
said.	 The	 interview	 was	 shown	 again	 many	 times	 during	 the
remainder	 of	 the	 campaign,	 with	 consistently	 high	 viewing	 figures
suggesting	that	the	row	had	done	little	damage.
For	 the	 next	month	Modi	 did	 interview	 after	 interview.	Television

journalists	 would	 be	 invited	 to	 Gandhinagar,	 where	 Modi	 would
return	after	many	long	hours	of	travelling	and	speaking	at	up	to	three
rallies	a	day.	His	stamina	was	extraordinary	and	his	staff	often	noted
that	the	reporters	seemed	more	tired	than	he	was.	Most,	but	not	all,	of
the	networks	were	granted	interviews,	although	the	English-speaking
channels	were,	as	he	had	 intended,	 left	until	 last.	The	editor-in-chief
of	Times	Now,	Arnab	Goswami,	got	his	interview	only	on	May	8,	by
which	 time	 eight	 of	 the	 nine	 phases	 of	 voting	 had	 already	 been
completed.	The	one	channel	that	was	excluded	altogether	was	NDTV,
where	Rajdeep	Sardesai	worked	before	moving	to	CNN-IBN	in	2005.
He	wrote	 that	 ‘Modi,	 it	 seems,	 still	 hadn’t	 forgiven	 or	 forgotten	 the
reporting	done	by	 the	NDTV	channels	 (yours	 truly	 included)	during
the	 Gujarat	 riots	 and	 its	 aftermath.’	 Modi’s	 dislike	 of	 NDTV	 was
common	knowledge	in	journalistic	circles	and	he	was	well	known	for
never	 forgetting	 when	 a	 media	 organisation	 or	 individual	 journalist
had,	 in	his	view,	 let	him	down.	When	 I	 asked	one	of	his	 advisers	 if



Modi	 really	 disliked	 NDTV	 so	 much,	 the	 reply	 was	 simply,	 ‘The
feeling	was	mutual.’	Over	at	Headlines	Today,	part	of	the	India	Today
group,	Rahul	Kanwal	told	me,	‘There	are	people	he	believes	are	on	his
side.	He	 likes	 those	 people.	 His	 system	 gives	 access	 to	 them.	 Then
there	 is	 a	whole	 bunch	 of	 journalists	who	 he	 had	 a	 falling	 out	with
during	the	2002	riots.	Them	he	doesn’t	like,	them	he	can’t	stand.’
To	 favoured	 journalists,	 Modi	 was	 surprisingly	 accessible	 on	 the

telephone	during	the	campaign	although,	given	his	thirst	for	political
intelligence	and	feedback,	it	was	more	often	to	seek	information	than
to	impart	it.	He	would	ring	local	journalists	before	a	big	rally	to	get	a
sense	of	 the	mood	 in	 the	area	and	 then	 sometimes	afterwards	 to	 see
how	 his	 speech	 had	 gone	 down.	 Aatish	 Srivastava	 at	 NewsX	 said
Modi	was	‘very	inquisitive	to	know	what	the	media	is	thinking	about
him,	about	his	campaign,	about	the	words	which	he	uses,	the	amount
of	 aggression	 he	 shows	 on	 screen.’	 But	 when	 it	 came	 to	 reporters
asking	 him	 questions,	 ‘He	 does	 not	 really	 want	 to	 open	 up	 with
journalists.	He	does	have	good	friends	in	the	media,	where	people	do
visit	 him	 but	 he	 does	 not	 open	 up.’	 Again,	 according	 to	 Rahul
Kanwal,	it	depended	who	you	were.	‘He	has	got	very	strong	likes	and
dislikes.	If	he	trusts	you	he	would	be	very	frank	and	very	open.	If	he
doesn’t	trust	you,	he	would	not	come	on	the	phone	at	all.	It’s	like	the
Great	Wall	of	China,	you	can	keep	banging	your	head	against	it.’
Headlines	Today	was	clearly	one	of	those	that	he	was	usually	happy

to	 talk	 to.	 ‘When	 he	 is	 campaigning,	 he	 constantly	wants	 feedback.
So,	 for	 example,	 I	 would	 speak	 to	 him	 virtually	 every	 week	 or	 ten
days	during	the	campaign.	Once	he	gets	over	with	work	at	night,	say
at	10.30	or	11.00,	 then	people	 can	call	 him	and	chat	with	him.	You
call	up	the	switchboard	number	and	you	tell	 them	who	it	 is	and	they
patch	 you	 through	 and	 then	 he	 speaks	 to	 you	 for	 a	 very	 long	 time.
Now	he	is	prime	minister,	of	course,	he	speaks	for	far	shorter	periods,
but	earlier	he	would	speak	for	one	and	a	half	hours,	or	two	hours.’	Did
that,	 I	asked	him,	 lead	 to	an	unhealthily	cosy	relationship	and	 to	 the
risk	of	self-censorship	by	journalists	who	wanted	to	stay	 in	his	good



books?	‘I	think	each	person	does	what	he	wants	himself.	There	can	be
no	rule	on	that.	The	way	we	try	and	do	it	is	that	we	don’t	let	access	or
lack	of	it	impact	our	journalism.’
Most	 political	 journalists	 have	 to	 balance	 their	 need	 for	 good

sources,	who	will	 trust	 them	enough	 to	 impart	 information,	with	 the
risk	of	getting	too	close	and	so	compromising	their	integrity.	There	is
another	 form	 of	 journalism,	 however,	where	 the	 transaction	 is	more
straightforward,	 although	 just	 as	 hard	 to	 prove.	 It	 is	 known	as	 ‘paid
news’	and	results	 in	stories	appearing	 in	 the	media	 that	appear	 to	be
independent	but	which	have,	in	fact,	been	paid	for.	It	is	not	illegal,	but
the	 Election	 Commission	 thinks	 it	 should	 be	 outlawed.	 The	 former
chief	 election	 commissioner,	 S.	 Y.	 Quraishi,	 has	 written	 that,	 ‘In
recent	years,	corruption	within	the	Indian	media	has	gone	far	beyond
the	 corruption	 of	 individual	 journalists	 and	 specific	 media
organisations.	 From	 “planting”	 information	 and	 views	 in	 lieu	 of
favours	 received	 in	 cash	 or	 kind,	 to	 more	 institutionalised	 and
organised	 forms	 of	 corruption,	 wherein	 newspapers	 and	 television
channels	receive	funds	for	publishing	or	broadcasting	information.’
It	was	 nothing	 new,	 and	 had	 been	 going	 on	 for	 years	with	 stories

promoting	 the	 interests	 of	 corporations,	 film	 producers,	 actors,	 and
anybody	 else	 with	 something	 to	 sell.	 But,	 said	 Mr	 Quraishi,	 ‘the
phenomenon	 of	 “paid	 news”	 acquired	 a	 new	 and	 more	 pernicious
dimension	by	entering	the	sphere	of	political	“news”	or	“reporting”	on
candidates	 contesting	elections	over	 the	 last	 few	years.’	Without	 the
power	 to	 intervene,	 the	EC	and	 the	Press	Council	of	 India	had	been
able	to	collect	only	circumstantial	evidence.	All	the	main	parties	were
suspected	 of	 being	 involved,	 although	 because	 of	 the	 overwhelming
amount	 of	 coverage	 sympathetic	 to	 the	 BJP,	 and	 its	 perceived
closeness	 to	 some	 big	 corporate	 interests,	 Modi’s	 party	 was
scrutinised	more	closely	than	most.	Given	the	scale	and	variety	of	the
media	 across	 the	 country	 and	 the	 sheer	 volume	 of	 stories	 that	were
generated	during	the	campaign	by	journalists	going	about	their	jobs	to
the	best	of	their	abilities,	it	seems	highly	unlikely	that	paid	news	had



any	 significant	 impact	 on	 the	 results.	 And	 overall,	 Mr	 Quraishi
concluded	 that	 ‘the	 Indian	 media	 has	 been	 discharging	 its
responsibility	with	spectacular	effect.’
The	American	writer	H.	L.	Mencken	famously	said	that,	‘journalist

is	to	politician	as	dog	is	to	lamppost.’	In	India	there	is	a	saying	that	a
horse	 and	 grass	 can	 never	 be	 friends,	 which	 amounts	 to	 much	 the
same	 thing.	Modi	might	 have	 stopped	 feeding	 some	 journalists	who
wrote	 or	 said	 things	 he	 didn’t	 like,	 but	 he	 usually	mellowed	 after	 a
while	and	gave	them	another	chance.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	he	needed
them	 as	much	 as	 they	 needed	 him.	 The	 doyen	 of	 social	media	 also
wanted	to	be	taken	seriously	as	a	politician	of	real	substance	with	an
ambitious	policy	agenda,	and	there	is,	after	all,	only	so	much	you	can
say	in	a	140-character	tweet.	Politics	isn’t	all	about	sound	bites	and	at
times,	thankfully,	some	serious	analysis	is	called	for.	And	away	from
the	studio	lights	there	was	a	different	kind	of	election	going	on	–	less
glamorous,	 perhaps,	 but	 no	 less	 important	 if	Modi	was	 to	make	 the
transition	from	delivering	good	copy	to	delivering	on	his	promises.
	



	
INDIAN	POLITICS:	A	WHO’S	WHO

Adani,	Gautam:	 b.	 1962.	Self-made	business	 tycoon,	 chairman	 and
founder	 of	 the	 Adani	 Group.	 Personal	 wealth	 estimated	 to	 be	 $7.1
billion	as	of	September	2014,	according	to	Forbes.	Hails	from	Modi’s
native	Gujarat	state	and	is	known	to	be	very	close	to	the	PM.

Advani,	L.	K.:	b.	1927.	Deputy	prime	minister	2002–04;	minister	of
home	 affairs	 1998–2004.	 Founder	 member	 of	 the	 BJP.	 An	 early
mentor	of	Narendra	Modi.	He	was	the	unsuccessful	prime	ministerial
candidate	 for	 the	 BJP	 in	 the	 2009	 election	 and	 resisted	 Modi’s
selection	for	the	role	in	2014.

Aiyar,	 Mani	 Shankar:	 b.	 1941.	 Former	 diplomat	 and	 currently	 a
senior	politician	in	the	Congress	Party.	He	held	various	cabinet	posts
during	 the	 Congress-led	 UPA	 government	 of	 2004–9	 under	 prime
minister	Dr	Manmohan	Singh.

Ambani,	 Mukesh:	 b.	 1957.	 Chairman	 of	 Reliance	 Industries	 with
many	 business	 ventures	 in	 the	 petrochemicals,	 manufacturing	 and
wireless	 sectors.	 The	 richest	 person	 in	 India	 for	 eight	 years	 running
according	 to	 Forbes,	 with	 a	 net	 worth	 of	 $19.9	 billion.	 A	 native	 of
Gujarat	and	one	of	the	industrialists	close	to	Modi.

Banerjee,	Mamta:	b.	1955.	Elected	chief	minister	of	West	Bengal	in
2011.	In	1997	she	disassociated	herself	from	the	Congress	Party	and
formed	 the	All	 India	Trinamool	Congress,	also	known	as	TMC.	The
party	 won	 a	 landslide	 victory	 in	 the	 2011	 legislative	 assembly
elections	in	West	Bengal.

Dikshit,	Sheila:	b.	1938.	Chief	minister	of	Delhi	from	1998	to	2013.
A	member	 of	 the	Congress	 Party.	Dikshit	 led	 the	Congress	 to	 three
consecutive	 electoral	 victories	 in	 Delhi.	 She	 was	 defeated	 in	 the
December	 2013	 Delhi	 Legislative	 Assembly	 elections	 and	 was



succeeded	by	Aam	Aadmi	Party	leader	Arvind	Kejriwal.

Gandhi,	 Indira:	 b.	 1917;	 d.	 1984.	 The	 second	 longest-serving,	 and
the	only	female,	prime	minister	of	India.	She	held	the	post	from	1966
to	1977	and	from	1980	until	her	assassination	by	her	Sikh	bodyguards
in	1984.	Daughter	of	Jawaharlal	Nehru,	mother	of	Rajiv	Gandhi	and
grandmother	of	Rahul	Gandhi.	She	presided	over	a	state	of	emergency
from	1975	to	1977,	during	which	she	ruled	by	decree.

Gandhi,	Mohandas	Karamchand	 (‘Mahatma’):	 b.	 1869;	 d.	 1948.
One	 of	 the	 paramount	 leaders	 of	 the	 independence	 movement	 in
British-ruled	India.	He	inspired	non-violent	movements	for	civil	rights
and	freedom	across	the	world.	As	well	as	demanding	self-rule,	Gandhi
led	nationwide	campaigns	to	reduce	poverty,	expand	women’s	rights,
support	religious	and	ethnic	understanding	and	end	the	discrimination
against	 ‘untouchables’.	No	 relation	 to	 the	Nehru-Gandhi	 family.	He
was	assassinated	in	1948	by	Nathuram	Godse.

Gandhi,	Priyanka:	b.	1972.	Indian	politician	and	daughter	of	the	late
Rajiv	Gandhi	 and	 his	wife,	 Sonia.	 Sometimes	 spoken	 of	 as	 a	 future
Congress	Party	leader,	she	was	active	in	the	2014	campaign	in	support
of	her	brother,	Rahul,	and	her	mother.

Gandhi,	Rahul:	b.	1970.	Vice	president	of	 the	Congress	Party	since
January	2013.	Entered	politics	 in	 the	2004	general	 election	when	he
won	his	father’s	former	constituency	of	Amethi	in	Uttar	Pradesh.	He
is	 the	 eldest	 of	 the	 two	 children	 of	 Rajiv	 and	 Sonia	 Gandhi,	 the
grandson	 of	 Indira	 Gandhi	 and	 the	 great-grandson	 of	 Jawaharlal
Nehru.	 He	 was	 widely	 perceived	 to	 be	 the	 most	 likely	 new	 PM	 if
Congress	 had	 won	 the	 2014	 election,	 although	 the	 party	 did	 not
formally	announce	who	would	get	the	post.

Gandhi,	 Rajiv:	 b.	 1944;	 d.	 1991.	 Seventh	 prime	minister	 of	 India,
serving	from	1984–89.	He	took	office	after	the	1984	assassination	of
his	 mother,	 Indira	 Gandhi,	 when	 he	 became	 the	 youngest	 PM	 in
India’s	 history.	 He	 was	 leader	 of	 the	 Congress	 Party	 until	 his



assassination	in	1991	by	a	Tamil	suicide	bomber.

Gandhi,	 Sonia:	 b.	 1946.	 Italian-born	 politician,	 who	 became
president	of	the	Congress	Party	in	1998.	MP	for	Rae	Bareli.	Leader	of
the	 opposition	 1998–2004.	 She	 decided	 not	 to	 assume	 the	 prime
ministership	 when	 a	 Congress-led	 coalition	 won	 the	 2004	 election,
preferring	 to	 support	 Dr	 Manmohan	 Singh.	 She	 is	 the	 widow	 of
former	prime	minister	Rajiv	Gandhi,	and	has	two	children,	Rahul	and
Priyanka.

Godse,	Nathuram:	 b.	1910;	d.	1949.	Assassin	of	Mahatma	Gandhi,
who	he	shot	 in	 the	chest	 three	 times	at	point-blank	 range	 in	January
1948.	He	was	an	extreme	Hindu	nationalist	and	had	been	a	member	of
the	Rashtriya	Swayamsevak	Sangh.	He	left	the	RSS	in	the	early	1940s
to	 form	 a	 more	 militant	 organisation,	 the	 Hindu	 Rashtra	 Dal.
Sentenced	to	death	in	November	1949	and	hanged	a	week	later.

Goyal,	 Piyush:	 b.	 1964.	 Appointed	 minister	 of	 power	 and	 energy,
May	2014.	Was	treasurer	of	the	BJP	during	the	election	campaign	and
chaired	 the	 influential	 Election	 Information	 Campaign	 Committee,
overseeing	 advertising	 and	 social	 media.	 A	 member	 of	 the	 upper
house	of	parliament.

Hazare,	Anna:	b.	1937.	A	prominent	anti-corruption	campaigner.	He
was	a	former	soldier	in	the	Indian	army	who	became	a	social	activist
and	 led	 movements	 to	 promote	 rural	 development,	 increase
government	 transparency	and	 investigate	and	punish	wrong-doing	 in
public	life.

Irani,	 Smriti:	 b.	 1976.	 BJP	 politician	 and	 former	model,	 television
actress	 and	 producer.	 Appointed	 minister	 of	 human	 resource
development	 in	May	 2014.	 She	 is	 a	member	 of	 the	 upper	 house	 of
parliament	 and	 unsuccessfully	 contested	 the	 Amethi	 lower	 house
constituency	against	Rahul	Gandhi	in	the	2014	election.

Jaitley,	Arun:	b.	1952.	Close	supporter	of	Narendra	Modi.	Appointed



minister	of	finance	and	minister	of	defence	in	May	2014.	He	was	also
a	 successful	 Supreme	 Court	 lawyer.	 Member	 of	 the	 BJP	 national
executive	 since	 1991.	 Former	 minister	 in	 the	 government	 of	 Atal
Bihari	Vajpayee.	Member	of	the	upper	house	of	parliament.	He	stood
for	election	to	the	lower	house	from	the	Amritsar	constituency	in	2014
but	lost.

Kejriwal,	Arvind:	b.	1968.	Leader	of	 the	Aam	Aadmi	Party	(AAP).
Former	 civil	 servant	 turned	 social	 activist	who	was	 an	 ally	 of	Anna
Hazare	 in	 the	 anti-corruption	movement.	Kejriwal	 founded	 the	AAP
in	 2011	 and	 briefly	 served	 as	 chief	 minister	 of	 Delhi	 from	 28
December	 2013	 to	 14	 February	 2014.	 Unsuccessfully	 contested	 the
constituency	of	Varanasi	against	Narendra	Modi	in	the	2014	election.
Became	Delhi	 chief	minister	 again	 in	 February	 2015	 after	 the	AAP
won	a	spectacular	victory	in	the	Assembly	polls.

Kumar,	 Nitish:	 b.	 1951.	 Chief	 minister	 of	 the	 state	 of	 Bihar	 from
2005	to	2014.	Previously,	he	was	a	minister	 in	 the	national	coalition
government	led	by	Atal	Bihari	Vajpayee	of	the	BJP.	He	belongs	to	the
Janata	Dal	 (United)	Party.	He	opposed	 the	 appointment	of	Narendra
Modi	as	the	BJP’s	prime	ministerial	candidate	and	in	June	2013	broke
the	17-year-old	alliance	between	his	party	and	the	BJP.

Madhav,	 Ram:	 b.	 1965.	 Appointed	 vice	 president	 and	 general
secretary	of	the	BJP	in	2014.	Previously	he	was	one	of	the	leaders	of
the	RSS	and	their	official	spokesperson.	During	the	2014	campaign	he
was	in	charge	of	election	management	for	the	RSS.

Mayawati:	 b.	 1956.	 Mayawati	 Kumari,	 always	 known	 by	 her	 first
name	only,	served	four	terms	as	chief	minister	of	Uttar	Pradesh	(UP)
between	 1995	 and	 2012.	 She	 is	 leader	 of	 the	 Bahujan	 Samaj	 Party
(BSP).	 Her	 party	 did	 very	 badly	 in	 the	 2014	 election,	 losing	 all	 its
seats.

Modi,	 Narendra:	 b.	 1950.	 Elected	 prime	minister	 of	 India	 in	May
2014.	 Leader	 of	 the	 BJP	 and	 the	 first	 politician	 from	 outside	 the



Congress	 Party	 to	win	 an	 overall	majority	 in	 parliament.	Modi	was
chief	minister	of	Gujarat	from	2001	to	2014,	winning	three	successive
election	victories.	He	was	refused	a	visa	to	enter	the	United	States	in
2005	as	a	result	of	the	Gujarat	riots	of	2002,	in	which	over	a	thousand
people	died.	Modi	adopted	policies	designed	to	boost	the	development
of	 Gujarat	 and	 established	 an	 enthusiastic	 personal	 following	 that
enabled	him	to	secure	his	party’s	candidature	for	prime	minister	in	the
2014	elections.

Nehru,	Jawaharlal:	b.	1889;	d.1964.	Prime	minister	1947–64.	India’s
first	 PM	 after	 independence	 from	 Britain.	 Prominent	 leader	 of	 the
Indian	 National	 Congress	 since	 the	 1920s.	 Established	 India	 as	 a
parliamentary	 democracy	 and	 a	 republic.	 Father	 of	 Indira	 Gandhi,
great-grandfather	of	Rahul	Gandhi.

Patel,	Keshubhai:	b.	1928.	Chief	minister	of	 the	 state	of	Gujarat	 in
1995	 and	 1998–2001.	 Forced	 to	 stand	 down	 in	 2001	 when	 he	 was
replaced	 by	Narendra	Modi.	 He	 joined	 the	 RSS	 in	 1945	 and	was	 a
founder	member	of	the	BJP	in	the	1980s.	He	left	the	party	in	2012	and
formed	the	Gujarat	Parivartan	Party.

Patel,	Sardar	Vallabhbhai:	b.	1875;	d.	1950.	A	leader	of	the	Indian
National	Congress	and	one	of	the	founding	fathers	of	the	Republic	of
India.	He	organised	non-violent	civil	disobedience	movements	against
the	 British	 Raj.	 After	 independence	 he	 served	 as	 deputy	 prime
minister	from	1947	to	1950	and	minister	of	home	affairs	1948–50.	He
played	a	crucial	role	in	uniting	the	many	regions	and	principalities	of
the	 country	 and	 became	 known	 as	 the	 Iron	 Man	 of	 India.	 A	 huge
statue	 in	 his	 honour	 is	 under	 construction	 in	 his	 native	 state	 of
Gujarat.

Ramdev,	Baba:	b.	1965.	A	spiritual	leader	and	yoga	practitioner	with
a	 big	 public	 following	 as	 a	 result	 of	 his	TV	 appearances.	He	was	 a
supporter	 of	 the	 anti-corruption	 movement	 and	 later	 publicly
supported	Narendra	Modi’s	campaign	to	become	prime	minister.



Ravishankar,	Sri	Sri:	b.	1956.	Spiritual	leader	and	founder	of	the	Art
of	Living	Foundation,	which	aims	to	relieve	individual	stress,	societal
problems	 and	 violence.	 His	 organisation	 conducted	 a	 ‘happiness
survey’	 during	 the	 2014	 elections	 that	 was	 seen	 to	 be	 supporting
Narendra	Modi’s	campaign.

Shah,	Amit:	 b.	 1964.	Appointed	 president	 of	 the	BJP	 in	 July	 2014.
Close	associate	of	Narendra	Modi.	Former	home	minister	of	Gujarat.
In	2010	he	was	arrested	and	accused	of	involvement	in	the	murder	of
two	suspects.	He	was	banned	from	Gujarat	and	allowed	to	return	only
in	 2012.	 	 The	 charges	 were	 dismissed	 in	 2014.	 In	 charge	 of
campaigning	 in	Uttar	Pradesh	 in	 the	general	election,	where	 the	BJP
won	seventy-three	out	of	eighty	seats.

Shourie,	Arun:	b.	1941.	Journalist,	author	and	former	BJP	minister.
He	 was	 an	 economist	 with	 the	 World	 Bank,	 a	 consultant	 to	 the
Planning	Commission	of	India	and	editor	of	both	the	Indian	Express
and	the	Times	of	India.	He	served	as	minister	for	telecommunications
and	information	technology	from	2002–04.

Singh,	Manmohan:	b.	1932.	Prime	minister	of	India	from	2004–14	as
head	of	a	coalition	led	by	the	Congress	Party.	He	was	the	first	Sikh	to
hold	 the	 office.	 In	 2009	 he	 became	 the	 first	 prime	 minister	 since
Jawaharlal	 Nehru	 to	 be	 re-elected	 after	 completing	 a	 full	 five-year
term.	 A	 former	 economist,	 he	 was	 highly	 praised	 for	 his	 efforts	 to
liberalise	the	economy	but	his	reputation	later	became	tarnished	by	a
series	of	corruption	scandals	involving	his	ministers.

Singh,	Rajnath:	 b.	 1951.	Appointed	 home	minister,	May	 2014.	He
was	 chief	 minister	 of	 Uttar	 Pradesh	 from	 2000–02	 and	 agriculture
minister	 in	 the	 national	 government	 of	 Atal	 Bihari	 Vajpayee	 from
2003-04.	 President	 of	 the	 BJP	 2005–09	 and	 2013–14.	 MP	 for
Lucknow	and	a	strong	supporter	of	Narendra	Modi.

Swaraj,	 Sushma:	 b.	 1952.	 Appointed	 minister	 of	 external	 affairs,
May	 2014.	 Former	 chief	 minister	 of	 Delhi.	 She	 was	 broadcasting



minister	for	a	short	period	in	the	government	of	Atal	Bihari	Vajpayee.
Was	 an	 ally	 of	L.	K.	Advani	 and	 resisted	 the	 selection	 of	Narendra
Modi	as	prime	ministerial	candidate	but	was	persuaded	to	change	her
mind.

Tata,	Ratan:	b.	1937.	The	head	of	the	Tata	Sons	conglomerate	with
wide	 business	 and	manufacturing	 interests.	He	 has	 an	 estimated	 net
worth	 of	 over	 $1	 billion.	He	 stepped	 down	 as	 the	 chairman	 of	Tata
Group	 in	 December	 2012	 but	 continued	 as	 the	 chairman	 of	 the
group’s	charitable	trusts.

Tata,	 Sir	 Ratan:	 b.	 1871;	 d.	 1918.	 One	 of	 the	 leading	 Indian
industrialists	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 twentieth	 century.	 He	 gave
generous	 financial	backing	 to	Mohandas	Gandhi	 to	support	his	early
campaigning	on	behalf	of	the	Indian	community	in	South	Africa.	He
was	the	grandfather	of	Ratan	Tata.

Vajpayee,	Atal	Bihari:	b.	1924.	Prime	minister	1996	(thirteen	days)
and	 1998–2004.	 The	 first	 PM	 from	 outside	 the	 Congress	 Party	 to
serve	a	full	five-year	term.	Seen	to	be	from	the	more	moderate	wing
of	the	BJP.	He	initially	sought	the	resignation	of	Narendra	Modi	after
the	Gujarat	 riots	but	 later	 relented,	 a	decision	he	 reportedly	came	 to
regret.

Vivekananda,	 Swami:	 b.	 1863;	 d.	 1902.	 Hindu	 monk	 and	 chief
disciple	 of	 the	 nineteenth-century	 saint	 Ramakrishna.	 He	 is	 often
quoted	 by	 Narendra	 Modi	 who	 regards	 him	 as	 one	 of	 the	 major
influences	 on	 his	 life	 and	 thinking.	 He	 was	 a	 key	 figure	 in	 the
introduction	 of	 the	 Indian	 philosophies	 of	 Vedanta	 and	 yoga	 to	 the
western	 world	 and	 is	 credited	 with	 raising	 inter-faith	 awareness,
bringing	Hinduism	to	 the	status	of	a	major	world	religion	during	the
late	nineteenth	century.

Yogi	 Adityanath,	 Mahant:	 b.1972.	 BJP	 MP	 for	 Gorakhpur	 in	 the
state	of	Uttar	Pradesh.	He	became	the	head	priest	of	 the	Gorakhnath
Mutt,	 a	Hindu	 temple	 in	his	 constituency,	 in	September	2014.	He	 is



known	for	his	outspoken	nationalist	views	and	has	been	criticised	for
making	alleged	hate	speeches	against	other	religious	communities.



	
	
ABBREVIATIONS

AAP:		Aam	Aadmi	Party	(‘Common	Man’s	Party’),	founded	in	2012
by	Arvind	Kejriwal.	 It	 formed	 a	 short-lived	 administration	 in	Delhi
after	 the	 2013	 state	 legislative	 elections	 but	 performed	 badly	 in	 the
general	election,	securing	 just	 four	seats.	Won	a	sweeping	victory	 in
the	Delhi	Assembly	 elections	 in	 February	 2015	winning	 sixty-seven
out	of	seventy	seats.

AICC:		All	India	Congress	Committee.	The	governing	body	of	the	All
India	Congress	Party,	or	Congress	for	short,	a	left-of-centre	party	that
dominated	 Indian	 politics	 under	 the	 leadership	 of	 the	Nehru-Gandhi
family	 for	 most	 of	 the	 time	 since	 Independence.	 The	 party	 came
second	in	the	general	election	but	won	just	forty-four	seats.

ASSOCHAM:		The	Associated	Chambers	of	Commerce	and	Industry
of	India.

BJP:	 	 Bharatiya	 Janata	 Party	 (‘Indian	 People’s	 Party’),	 founded	 in
1980.	Winner	 of	 the	 2014	 general	 election.	Under	 the	 leadership	 of
Narendra	 Modi,	 the	 party	 secured	 282	 seats,	 giving	 it	 an	 overall
majority	 in	 parliament.	 The	 BJP	 is	 a	 right-wing	 party	 with	 close
ideological	and	organisational	links	to	the	Hindu	nationalist	Rashtriya
Swayamsevak	Sangh	(RSS).

BKS:		Bharitya	Kisan	Sangh	(‘Indian	Farmers	Union’).

BMS:		Bharitya	Mazdoor	Sangh	(‘Indian	Labourers	Union’).

BRICS:	 	 Brazil,	 Russia,	 India,	 China	 and	 South	 Africa.	 An
association	of	these	five	major	emerging	national	economies.

BSP:	 	Bahujan	Samaj	Party	 (‘Majority	People’s	Party’).	Founded	 in
1984,	 the	 BSP	 has	 its	 main	 base	 in	 the	 state	 of	 Uttar	 Pradesh.	 Its



leader,	 Mayawati,	 served	 four	 terms	 as	 the	 state’s	 chief	 minister.
Although	 it	 came	 third	 in	 the	 share	 of	 the	 votes	 cast	 in	 the	 2014
election	it	won	no	seats	in	parliament.

CAG:	 	Citizens	For	Accountable	Governance.	Also	Comptroller	and
Auditor	General.								

CBI:		Central	Bureau	Of	Investigation.

CII:		The	Confederation	of	Indian	Industry.

DMK:	 Dravida	Munnetra	 Kazhagam,	 a	 party	 based	 in	 the	 southern
states	of	Tamil	Nadu	and	Puducherry.	The	party	did	well	in	the	2004
elections,	 winning	 40	 seats.	 They	 were	 awarded	 seven	 ministerial
posts	 in	 the	 Congress-led	 UPA	 coalition	 government.	 In	 2014	 they
failed	to	win	any	parliamentary	seats.

EC:		Election	Commission.

EICC:		Election	Information	Campaign	Committee.	One	of	the	main
BJP	committees	in	the	run-up	to	the	general	election.

HRD:	 	 Human	 Resource	 and	 Development.	 A	 government
department.

JDU:	 	 Janata	Dal	 (United),	 founded	 in	 2003.	 A	 centre-left	 political
party	based	 in	Bihar	 and	 Jharkhand.	Previously	 an	 important	 ally	of
the	BJP,	the	JDU	left	the	alliance	in	June	2013	to	protest	against	the
elevation	of	Narendra	Modi.	It	won	two	seats	in	the	general	election.

NCC:	 National	 Cadet	 Corps.	 Founded	 in	 1948,	 it	 is	 a	 state	 funded
organisation	 designed	 to	 encourage	 young	 people	 to	 become	 able
leaders	 and	 useful	 citizens.	Membership	 is	 voluntary	 and	while	 it	 is
tied	 to	 the	 armed	 services,	 there	 is	 no	 obligation	 to	 go	 on	 active
military	service.

NDA:		National	Democratic	Alliance.	The	electoral	alliance	led	by	the
BJP.	It	has	twenty-nine	members.	Twelve	of	them,	including	the	BJP,
won	 seats	 at	 the	 2014	 general	 election,	 giving	 them	 a	 total	 of	 336



seats.

NRI:		Non-Resident	Indians.	Citizens	of	India	who	are	living	abroad.

OBC:	 	Other	Backward	Classes.	The	Mandal	Commission,	set	up	 in
1979,	 grouped	 together	 many	 lower	 castes	 as	 OBCs	 which	 it
calculated	as	comprising	52%	of	 the	population,	although	 this	 figure
is	disputed.	It	does	not	include	the	lowest	castes,	including	Dalits.	By
virtue	of	his	birth,	Narendra	Modi	is	an	OBC.

RSS:	 	 Rashtriya	 Swayamsevak	 Sangh	 (‘National	 Volunteer
Organization’).	Founded	in	1925,	it	is	a	Hindu	nationalist	organisation
whose	members	focus	on	charitable,	educational	and	volunteer	work.
The	RSS,	often	referred	to	as	the	Sangh,	helped	found	the	BJP	in	1980
and	many	of	its	leaders	are	actively	involved	in	BJP	politics.

SIT:	 	 Special	 Investigation	 Team.	 A	 team	 set	 up	 by	 the	 Supreme
Court	 to	 inquire	 into	 specific	 allegations,	 including	 those	 against
Narendra	Modi	after	the	Gujarat	riots	of	2002.

SP:	 	 Samajwadi	 Party	 (‘Socialist	 Party’)	 founded	 in	 1992.	Based	 in
the	 state	 of	 Uttar	 Pradesh	 where	 it	 won	 a	 landslide	 victory	 in	 the
legislative	assembly	elections	of	2012.	The	party	won	five	seats	in	the
general	election.

UP:	 Uttar	 Pradesh.	 India’s	 most	 highly	 populated	 and	 electorally
significant	state.

UPA:	 	 United	 Progressive	 Alliance.	 The	 name	 of	 the	 coalition	 of
parties,	led	by	the	Congress	Party,	which	governed	India	from	2004	to
2014.	The	alliance	had	 ten	members	at	 the	2014	election	and	won	a
total	of	fifty-four	seats.

	



	
CHRONOLOGY

1947

	
August	15:		Indian	Independence	from	British	rule.	Partition	of	the	country	into

the	Dominions	of	India	and	Pakistan.
	

1948

	
January	30:		Assassination	of	Mahatma	Gandhi	by	Nathuram	Godse.
February	4:		RSS	banned	following	Gandhi’s	assassination.
	

1949

	
July	11:		Ban	on	RSS	lifted	‘unconditionally’.
	

1950

	
September	17:		Modi	born	in	Vadnagar	in	the	north	of	what	is	now	the	state	of

Gujarat.
	

1951-52

	
Oct	51	–	Feb	52:		India’s	first	general	election.	Jawaharlal	Nehru,	leader	of	the



Congress	Party,	became	PM	with	a	huge	majority.
	

1957

	
Feb	 –	March:	 	 Second	 general	 election.	 Jawaharlal	Nehru	won	 a	 second	 term

after	another	landslide.
	

1962

	
February:	 	 Third	 general	 election.	 Jawaharlal	 Nehru	 re-elected	 with	 a	 slightly

reduced	majority.
	

1967

	
February:		Fourth	general	election.	The	Congress	Party	won	comfortably	under

the	leadership	of	Nehru’s	daughter,	Indira	Gandhi.
	

1971

	
March:		Fifth	general	election.	Indira	Gandhi	re-elected	with	a	big	majority.
	

1975

	
June	25:		Emergency	rule	declared	by	Indira	Gandhi	following	political	unrest.	It

gave	her	the	authority	to	rule	by	decree	and	lasted	twenty-one	months.



	

1977

	
March:	 	 Sixth	 general	 election.	 The	Congress	 Party	was	 defeated	 for	 the	 first

time.	 A	 Bhartiya	 Lok	 Dal/Janta	 Party	 coalition	 took	 office	 under
Morarji	Desai	as	prime	minster.

March	23:		Emergency	lifted	and	all	arrested	leaders	released	from	jail.
	

1980

	
January:	 	 Seventh	 general	 election.	 The	 Congress	 Party	 under	 Indira	 Gandhi

returned	to	power	with	a	huge	majority.
April	 6:	 	 The	 Bharatiya	 Janata	 Party	 (BJP)	 founded	 with	 the	 support	 of	 the

leadership	of	the	Hindu	nationalist	RSS.
	

1984

	
October	 31:	 	Assassination	 of	 Indira	Gandhi	 by	 two	 of	 her	 bodyguards	 in	 the

aftermath	of	Operation	Blue	Star	 against	 the	Sikh	Golden	Temple	 in
Amritsar.

December:		Eighth	general	election.	A	landslide	victory	for	Indira	Gandhi’s	son,
Rajiv.

	

1989

	
November:		Ninth	general	election.	No	party	had	a	majority.	The	Congress	Party

went	 into	 opposition	 and	 V.P.	 Singh	 became	 prime	 minister	 at	 the
head	of	a	National	Front	alliance	that	was	supported	by	the	BJP.



	

1990

	
February:	 	 Gujarat	 state	 assembly	 election.	 The	 Congress	 Party	 was	 defeated

after	a	decade	in	power.	The	new	government	included	both	the	Janata
Dal	Party	and	the	BJP.

	

1991

	
May	 -	 June:	 	 Tenth	 general	 election.	 Again	 no	 party	 could	 get	 a	 majority.	 A

minority	 government	 was	 formed	 under	 P.V.	 Narasimha	 Rao	 of	 the
Congress	Party.

May	21:		Assassination	of	Rajiv	Gandhi,	by	Tamil	militants	while	campaigning
for	elections	near	Chennai,	Tamil	Nadu.

	

1992

	
December	6:		Babri	Masjid	mosque	in	Aodyha	destroyed	by	Hindu	extremists.
	

1995

	
March	 14:	 	Keshubhai	 Patel	 of	 the	BJP	 became	Gujarat	 chief	minister	 after	 a

landslide	victory	in	the	state	assembly	election.	Modi	had	returned	to
Gujarat	to	work	in	the	campaign.

	

1996



	
April	 –	 May:	 	 Eleventh	 general	 election.	 A	 hung	 parliament	 resulted	 in	 an

unstable	government	and	three	prime	ministers	in	two	years.
May	 16:	 	 BJP	 leader	 Atal	 Bihari	 Vajpayee	 took	 office	 as	 prime	 minister	 but

lasted	 just	 thirteen	 days.	 On	 1	 June	 he	 was	 replaced	 by	 H.D.	 Deve
Gowda	from	the	Janata	Dal	Party.

	

1998

	
February:	 	Twelfth	general	 election.	No	party	had	 a	majority.	The	BJP	 leader,

Atal	Bihari	Vajpayee,	took	office	at	the	head	of	an	unstable	coalition.
March	4:		Keshubhai	Patel	of	the	BJP	returned	as	Gujarat	chief	minister	after	the

party’s	 victory	 in	 the	 state	 assembly	 election.	Modi	 had	 returned	 to
Gujarat	again	to	help	organise	the	campaign.

May	19:	 	Modi	promoted	 to	become	 the	party’s	general	 secretary	 in	charge	of
organisation.

	

1999

	
Sep-Oct:		Thirteenth	general	election.	Atal	Bihari	Vajpayee	of	the	BJP	formed	a

stable	 coalition	 at	 the	 head	 of	 the	 National	 Democratic	 Alliance
(NDA).

	

2001

	
October	 4:	 	 Modi	 appointed	 leader	 of	 the	 Gujarat	 party	 and	 interim	 chief

minister	of	Gujarat	after	Keshubhai	Patel	was	forced	to	resign.
	

2002



	
February	 27:	 	 Train	 carrying	 over	 two	 thousand	 Hindu	 pilgrims	 attacked	 at

Godhra	railway	station.	Fifty-nine	people	killed.
February	28:	 	Riots	erupted	 in	Gujarat.	 	Over	 the	next	 three	days	at	 least	1000

people	were	killed,	the	majority	of	them	Muslims.
April	30:		Report	by	Human	Rights	Watch	entitled	We	Have	No	Orders	to	Save

You	 published.	 It	 claimed	 the	 riots	 were	 planned	 in	 advance	 and
implicated	both	the	police	and	officials	from	the	BJP.

December	22:		Narendra	Modi	sworn	in	as	chief	minister	again	after	winning	his
first	Gujarat	state	assembly	election	as	leader	with	a	big	majority.

	

2003

	
August	17:		Modi	speech	at	the	Wembley	Conference	Centre	in	London	during	a

visit	to	the	UK.
September	28:		First	‘Vibrant	Gujarat’	Global	Investors’	Summit	held.
	

2004

	
April-May:	 	Fourteenth	general	election.	The	BJP	 lost	office	and	 the	Congress

Party-led	 United	 Progressive	 Alliance	 (UPA)	 formed	 a	 government.
Sonia	Gandhi	announced	she	would	not	take	the	post	of	prime	minister
which	went	to	Dr	Manmohan	Singh.

	

2005

	
March	 19:	 	US	 government	 visa	 ban	 on	Narendra	Modi	 announced	 under	 the

Immigration	and	Nationality	Act	which	included	the	power	to	exclude
anybody	believed	to	have	been	‘responsible	for,	or	directly	carried	out,
at	any	time,	particularly	severe	violations	of	religious	freedom’.



	

2007

	
February	 27:	 	 Narendra	 Modi’s	 second	 victory	 in	 the	 Gujarat	 state	 assembly

election	with	a	big	majority.
October	19:			Modi	walked	out	of	a	TV	interview	with	Karan	Thapar	for	CNN-

IBN	when	questioned	about	Godhra	riots.
	

2008

	
January	21:		Prince	Charles	speech	on	the	environment	delivered	by	hologram	to

a	conference	in	Abu	Dhabi.
October	3:			Tata	Motors	announced	it	would	shift	production	of	its	Nano	car	to

Gujarat	from	West	Bengal,	praising	Modi’s	pro-business	policies.
	
	

2009

	
February	1:		Modi’s	first	‘tweet’	on		Twitter.
May	5:		Modi	Facebook	account	opened.
April-May:	 	 Fifteenth	 general	 election.	 The	 Congress	 Party-led	 United

Progressive	Alliance	formed	a	government	for	a	second	time	under	Dr
Manmohan	Singh.

	

2010

	
March	 27-28	 	Modi	 gave	 testimony	 for	 nine	 hours	 before	 the	 Supreme	Court

appointed	Special	Investigation	Team	(SIT),	into	the	2002	riots.



August	12:	 	Reports	published	 linking	 the	Congress-led	government	 to	alleged
corruption	in	contracts	for	the	2010	Commonwealth	Games	in	Delhi.

October	 20:	 	 Facebook	 article	 on	 Modi	 posted	 under	 the	 heading	 ‘Narendra
Modi	as	Prime	Minister?	Why	Not?’

November	 10:	 	Corruption	 story	 broke	 implicating	ministers	 in	 the	 sale	 of	 2G
mobile	phone	spectrum	licenses.

	

2011

	
April	5:		Anti-corruption	movement	launched	by	social	activist	Anna	Hazare.
June	1:		Yoga	guru	and	anti-corruption	campaigner	Baba	Ramdev	met	at	Delhi

airport	by	four	government	ministers.
	

2012

	
Feb	–	March:		Uttar	Pradesh	state	assembly	elections,	Samajwadi	Party	(SP)	led

by	Akhilesh	Yadav	won	a	majority.
February	28:	 	 ‘Clean	chit’	 reported	 to	have	been	given	 to	Modi	by	 the	Special

Investigation	Team	(SIT)	on	Godhra	riots.
March	1:		Modi	blog	said	the	events	of	2002	‘pained	me	deeply’.
March	16:		Modi	appeared	on	the	front	cover	of	Time	magazine	in	Asia.
August	 17:	 	 Report	 by	 Comptroller	 and	 Auditor	 General	 claimed	 billions	 of

rupees	lost	to	the	public	purse	in	the	allocation	of	coal	reserves.
October	 22:	 	 Meeting	 between	 Modi	 and	 Sir	 James	 Bevan,	 British	 High

Commissioner,	lifting	the	ban	by	UK	Government.
November	 18:	 	 First	 3D	 hologram	 rallies	 staged	 by	Modi	 during	 the	 Gujarat

elections.
December	12:		Second	round	of	3D	rallies	reached	53	locations,	earning	Modi	a

place	in	the	Guinness	Book	of	Records.
December	 20:	 	 Results	 of	 Gujarat	 elections	 declared.	 Modi	 elected	 as	 chief

minister	 for	 the	 third	 time.	 During	 his	 victory	 speech	 the	 crowd
shouted	‘PM,	PM’	and	‘Delhi,	Delhi’.



	

2013

	
January	7:		Modi	welcomed	by	EU	ambassadors	in	Delhi.
March	 31:	 	 Modi	 appointed	 to	 BJP’s	 top	 decision	 making	 body,	 the

parliamentary	board.
June	 9:	 	 BJP	 parliamentary	 board	 declared	 Modi	 chairman	 of	 the	 General

Election	Campaign	Committee.
June	 12:	 	 Amit	 Shah	 arrived	 in	 Lucknow,	 capital	 of	 Uttar	 Pradesh,	 to	 start

preparations	 for	 the	 general	 election	 campaign	 after	 being	 appointed
by	Modi.

June	16:	 	Nitish	Kumar,	leader	of	the	Janata	Dal	United	Party	(JDU),	broke	its
17-year	old	alliance	with	the	BJP.

July	14:	 	Modi	speech	at	Fergusson	College	in	Pune,	Maharashtra.	First	use	of
crowd-sourcing	ideas	for	his	speeches	through	social	media.

August	 27:	 	Murder	 of	 a	Muslim	 and	 two	Hindu	 youths	 in	Muzaffarnagar	 in
eastern	Uttar	Pradesh.	More	than	60	people	were	killed	in	the	ensuing
riots.

September	 13:	 	 Modi	 chosen	 as	 prime	 ministerial	 candidate	 by	 the	 BJP
Parliamentary	Board.

September	15:		Modi’s	first	rally	after	being	declared	PM	candidate	in	Rewari,
Haryana,	where	he	addressed	ex-servicemen.

September	18:		Court	in	Muzaffarnagar,	Uttar	Pradesh,	ordered	the	arrest	of	16
politicians	and	community	leaders	for	inciting	violence.

October	27:	 	In	Patna,	in	the	state	of	Bihar,	bombs	exploded	in	and	around	the
site	of	a	Modi	rally	killing	six	people.

October	 31:	 	 Foundation	 stone	 laid	 for	 the	 Statue	 of	Unity	 by	Modi	 and	L.K.
Advani.

November	15:	 	Testimonial	match	 for	 Indian	cricketer,	Sachin	Tendulkar.	The
crowd	 chanted	 Modi’s	 name	 when	 Rahul	 Gandhi	 walked	 into	 the
stadium.

November	15:		‘Snoopgate’	story	appeared	on	two	news	websites.
December	4:		Assembly	elections	held	in	New	Delhi,	the	BJP	got	the	most	seats

followed	 by	 the	Aam	Aadmi	Party	 (AAP).	No	 party	 had	 a	majority.
BJP	declined	to	form	a	government.



December	15:		‘Run	for	Unity’	organised	simultaneously	across	1,100	locations.
December	17:		Lokpal	Act	passed	creating	anti-corruption	ombudsmen.
December	28:		AAP	leader	Arvind	Kejriwal	sworn	in	as	Delhi	chief	minister.
	

2014

	
January	8:		Dr	Manmohan	Singh	statement,	‘yes,	we	are	facing	bad	days	but	the

good	days	will	be	coming	soon.’
January	14:		New	BJP	slogan	unveiled	by	Modi	‘Good	Days	Are	Coming’.
January	 17:	 	 Rahul	 Gandhi	 speech	 to	 All	 India	 Congress	 Committee	 (AICC)

meeting.
January	17:		‘Chai	wala’	remark	by	Congress	MP	Mani	Shankar	Aiyar.
January	27:		Rahul	Gandhi’s	much	criticised	interview	with	Arnab	Goswami	for

the	Times	Now	TV	channel.
February	12:		First	round	of	‘Chai	pe	Charcha’	tea	stall	chats	at	more	than	1,000

locations.
February	13:		US	ambassador	Nancy	Powell	met	Modi.
February	14:	 	Arvind	Kejriwal	resigned	as	Delhi	chief	minister	after	forty-nine

days.
March	 5:	 	 Dates	 for	 the	 general	 election	 announced.	Model	 Code	 of	 Conduct

imposed	by	the	Election	Commission	of	India.
March	8:	 	Second	 round	of	 ‘Chai	pe	Charcha’	 across	1,500	 locations	 in	 India

and	transmitted	live	to	thirty	foreign	countries.
April	4:		Amit	Shah	accused	of	giving	a	hate	speech	in	Shamli,	Uttar	Pradesh.
April	7:	 	BJP	Manifesto	unveiled.	Polling	day	 in	 the	 first	phase	of	 the	general

election.
April	9:		Polling	day	in	second	phase	of	the	general	election.
April	10:		Polling	day	in	third	phase	of	the	general	election.
April	11:		Attempt	to	overturn	Modi’s	‘clean	chit’	over	the	Gujarat	riots	rejected

by	the	Supreme	Court.
April	11:			Amit	Shah	banned	from	holding	further	public	rallies	by	the	Election

Commission	for	alleged	hate	speech.
April	11:			Modi	3D	rallies	launched	across	100	locations	at	one	time.
April	 12:	 	Modi’s	 first	 appearance	 on	 a	 national	 TV	 interview	 on	 India	 TV’s

‘Aap	Ki	Adalat’.



April	12:		Polling	day	in	fourth	phase	of	the	general	election.
April	17:		Polling	day	in	the	fifth	phase	of	the	general	election.
April	24:		Modi	filed	his	nomination	papers	in	Varanasi.
April	24:		Polling	day	in	sixth	phase	of	the	general	election.
April	 30:	 	Modi	posed	 for	 a	 ‘selfie’	with	 the	BJP	 symbol,	 the	 lotus	 flower,	 in

breach	of	election	rules.
April	30:		Polling	day	in	seventh	phase	of	the	general	election.
May	 5:	 	 Controversy	 over	 Modi’s	 rallies	 in	 Faizabad	 and	 Amethi,	 the

constituency	of	Rahul	Gandhi.
May	7:		Polling	day	in	eighth	phase	of	the	general	election.
May	 8:	 	Modi’s	 procession	 to	 BJP	 party	 headquarters	 in	 Varansai	 after	 he	 is

forced	to	cancel	a	rally.
May	8:		Modi	met	Muslim	war	veteran,	Col.	Nizamuddin	and	kissed	his	feet.
May	8:		Modi’s	final	TV	interview	of	the	campaign,	with	Times	Now,	broadcast.
May	10:		Last	day	of	election	campaigning.
May	12:		Polling	day	in	the	ninth	and	final	phase	of	the	general	election.
May	 16:	 	 Declaration	 of	 the	 general	 election	 results.	 The	 BJP	 won	 with	 282

seats,	giving	it	a	parliamentary	majority.	Narendra	Modi	tweets	‘India
has	won’.

May	26:		Modi	sworn	in	as	the	fifteenth	prime	minister	of	India.
May	26:		Modi’s	first	cabinet	announced.
July	10:		Finance	minister	Arun	Jaitley	presented	his	first	budget.
July	13:		Modi	arrived	in	Brazil	to	attend	the	BRICS	summit.
August	15:			Modi’s	first	Independence	Day	Address	at	the	Red	Fort,	Delhi.
August	28:		Plan	to	provide	banks	accounts	and	accident	insurance	for	the	poor

unveiled.
August	30:		Start	of	Modi	visit	to	Japan.
September	3:		End	of	Modi’s	first	100	days.
September	13:		Uttar	Pradesh	by-elections	held	in	11	assembly	seats.	Samajwadi

Party	(SP)	won	eight	seats	and	the	BJP	won	three	seats.
September	26:		Modi	departure	for	the	US.
September	27:		Modi	address	to	the	United	Nations	General	Assembly.
September	27:		Modi	appearance	at	Central	Park	rally.
September	28:		Modi	speech	at	Madison	Square	Garden.
October	2:		‘Clean	India’	project	launched.
October	11:		‘Adopt	a	Village’	scheme	launched.
October	15:		Haryana	state	assembly	elections.	BJP	won	a	majority	for	the	first



time.
October	15:	 	Maharashtra	state	assembly	election.	BJP	won	the	 largest	number

of	seats	and	formed	a	coalition	government.
November	14:		Modi	departure	for	Australia	to	attend	the	G-20	summit.
November	18:		‘Selfie’	with	Tony	Abbott	at	Melbourne	Cricket	Ground.
November	18:		Modi	address	to	the	Australian	parliament	in	Canberra.
November	25:		Modi	visit	to	Nepal.
November	11:		Modi	announced	new	ministers	in	enlarged	government.
December	30:	 	Charges	against	Amit	Shah	while	Gujarat	home	affairs	minister

dismissed.
	

2015

	
January	11:		Vibrant	Gujarat	summit	opened	with	many	world	leaders	attending.
January	26:		Republic	Day.	President	Obama	guest	of	honour	in	Delhi.
February	10:		AAP	wins	landslide	victory	in	Delhi	Assembly	elections	taking	67

seats	to	3	for	the	BJP.
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Chapter	One:	The	Outsider

Page	5																‘secularism	and	communalism	.	.	.	have	significantly	different
meanings.’	 ‘Secular’	 in	 India	 isn’t	 the	 opposite	 of	 ‘religious’	 or	 ‘spiritual’.	 It
signifies	 support	 for	 an	 inclusive	 approach	 to	 all	 religions,	 often	 with	 special
help	 for	 those	 that	 are	 in	 a	 minority.	 ‘Communal’	 has	 nothing	 to	 do	 with
something	‘shared’	or	held	in	common.	It	means	owing	allegiance	to	your	own
community,	usually	your	religion,	caste	or	ethnic	group.
Page	6																‘It	is	not	hard	to	find	people	who	readily	define	Modi	as	an
extremist	 .	 .	 .	 a	 fascist.’	 Financial	 Times	 (14	 March	 2014)	 headlined	 a
commentary	by	its	South	Asia	Correspondent,	Victor	Mallett,	India	elections	–
the	 return	 of	 Hitler.	Mallett	 was	 remarking	 on	 how	 readily	 Hitler’s	 name	 is
bandied	about	in	Indian	politics.	Rahul	Gandhi	had	just	likened	Modi	to	Hitler,
saying	‘Hitler	was	the	biggest	arrogant	who	thought	people	had	no	wisdom	and
there	 was	 no	 need	 to	 listen	 to	 them.	 He	 thought	 he	 had	 all	 the	 knowledge
himself.	Similarly,	there	is	a	leader	today	in	India	who	says	“I	have	done	this,	I
have	done	 that”	 and	behaves	 arrogantly.	A	 leader	 should	not	 be	 arrogant.”	As
Mallett	pointed	out,	Gandhi’s	grandmother,	Indira,	had	been	likened	to	Hitler	by
a	 leading	BJP	politician,	Arun	Jaitley,	who	became	Modi’s	 finance	minister	 in
2014.
Page	6																‘the	diary	of	my	time	in	Downing	Street’.	The	Spin	Doctor’s
Diary,	Lance	Price,	(Hodder	&	Stoughton	2006).
Page	6																‘my	second	book’.	Where	Power	Lies,	Lance	Price,	(Simon	&
Schuster	2010).
Page	7																‘in	Mandela’s	case	he	was	more	than	happy’.	The	Spin	Doctor’s
Diary,	Lance	Price,	(Hodder	&	Stoughton	2006),	p.	256.
Page	7	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Fifty-six	 inches	 is	 a	very	 cleverly	 crafted	 tool’.	Nilanjan
Mukhopadhyay,	Narendra	Modi,	 the	Man,	 the	Times	 (Tranquebar	Press	2013),
p.	279.
Page	11									‘former	President	Herbert	Hoover	.	.	.	I	could	do	better	without	it’.
newslaundy.com,	12	November	2012.
Page	12								‘I	am	an	outsider	.	.	.	elite	class	of	this	place.’	The	text	of	all	Modi’s
major	speeches	can	be	found	on	his	website	narendramodi.in.
Page	14								‘An	absolutely	model	campaign	.	.	.	even	they	hadn’t	dreamed	of.’
Interview	with	the	author.
Page	14								‘Half	the	people	.	.	.	nothing	on	earth.’	Patrick	French,	India	–	A



Portrait	(Penguin	2012),	p.	67.
Page	15								‘Candidates	running	under	the	colours	of	the	BJP	secured	31%’.	All
figures	 from	 the	 Election	 Commission	 of	 India.	 Full	 election	 statistics	 are
published	on	their	website	eci.nic.in.
Page	15								‘The	greatest	show	on	earth’.	New	York	Times,	2	June	2009.
Page	15								‘Gold	standard’.	Hillary	Clinton	speech,	20	July	2011,	Chennai.
Page	16								‘Eligible	electorate	in	India’.	The	United	Nations	World	Population
Prospects,	2012	revision,	as	quoted	by	S.Y.	Quraishi,	The	Making	of	the	Great
Indian	Election	(Rupa	Publications	2014),	pp.	63-64.
Page	17								‘You	campaign	in	poetry,	you	govern	in	prose.’	The	New	Republic,
4	April	1985.
	
	



Chapter	Two:	Chai	Wala

Page	19		 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘I	am	a	person	.	 .	 .	becoming	anything.’	Narendra	Modi,	Aap	Ki
Adalat,	India	TV,	12	April	2014.
Page	20								‘In	all	corners	of	the	country	.	.	.	wanted	to	see	him	win.’	Interview
with	the	author.
Page	20	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Past	elections	have	shown	 .	 .	 .	 trusted	name	not	a	party	name.’
Interview	with	the	author.
Page	21		 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘He	would	help	his	father	sell	 tea’.	Aap	Ki	Adalat,	 India	TV,	12
April	2014.
Page	22	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘I	was	 in	 the	 train	compartment	 .	 .	 .	and	 take	 the	money.’	Andy
Marino,	Narendra	Modi,	A	Political	Biography	(Harper	Collins	2014),	p.	9.
Page	22								‘While	Gandhi	was	born	into	a	comfortably	off	family’.	Mohandas
Gandhi	was	 born	 into	 the	Bania	 caste,	 an	 occupational	 community	 of	money-
lenders,	merchants,	bankers	and	traders.	‘Mahatma’	is	an	honorary	title	meaning
‘venerable’.	India’s	caste	system	has	traditionally	separated	everybody	into	rigid
social	 groups	 and	 persists	 to	 this	 day,	 although	 social	 mobility	 has	 increased
considerably	since	independence.
Page	22								‘OBC’s	are	classified	as	socially	and	educationally	backward.’	The
Constitution	of	 India	details	 the	Scheduled	Castes	and	Scheduled	Tribes	of	 the
country,	 prohibits	 discrimination	 on	 grounds	 of	 caste,	 creed	 or	 birth	 and
empowers	 the	 state	 to	 make	 special	 provisions	 for	 the	 advancement	 of	 any
socially	and	educationally	backward	classes.		
Page	22	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Childhood	Stories	of	Narendra	Modi.’	The	Modi	cartoon	book
followed	the	huge	success	of	a	strand	of	comics	that	told	fictionalised	stories	of
mythological	heroes	as	children.	They	became	a	rage	and	spawned	a	TV	series.
Page	23								‘Narendrabhai	would	also	read	our	palms’.	Times	of	India,	9	April
2014.
Page	24	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘I	was	brave	not	naughty	 .	 .	 .	 teachers	were	very	upset.’	Aap	Ki
Adalat,	India	TV,	12	April	2014.
Page	24								‘only	an	average	student	’.	The	Caravan,	1	March	2013.
Page	24								‘Narendra	always	wanted	to	do	something	different’.	The	Caravan,
1	March	2013.
Page	24				 	 	 	 	‘Modi	would	later	join	the	National	Cadet	Corps’.	The	NCC	is	a
military	cadet	organisation	open	to	students	from	the	age	of	13.	It	 is	similar	 to
the	British	Combined	Cadet	Force.	Modi	said	on	the	campaign	trail	that	he	had



wanted	to	join	the	army	but	his	parents	couldn’t	afford	it.
Page	25								‘A	unique	phenomenon	in	the	history	of	Bharat	[India]’.	Bharat	is
derived	from	the	Sanskrit	name	for	the	Indian	subcontinent,	Bharatra.
Page	25	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Sangh’s	 sphere	of	 influence	has	been	 spreading	 far	 and	wide’.
rss.org.
Page	25								‘second	largest	political	movement	.	.	.	Chinese	Communist	Party.’
	Edward	Luce,	In	Spite	of	the	Gods	(Abacus	2011)	p.	144.
Page	26	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘open	admiration	 for	Hitler’.	Marzia	Casolari,	 an	 Italian	scholar
who	 studied	 Indian	 politics,	 once	 wrote	 of	 RSS’	 connections	 with	 European
fascism:	 ‘The	 existence	 of	 direct	 contacts	 between	 the	 representatives	 of	 the
[Italian]	 Fascist	 regime,	 including	 Mussolini,	 and	 Hindu	 nationalists
demonstrates	that	Hindu	nationalism	had	much	more	than	an	abstract	interest	in
the	ideology	and	practice	of	fascism.	The	interest	of	Indian	Hindu	nationalists	in
fascism	 and	 Mussolini	 must	 not	 be	 considered	 as	 dictated	 by	 an	 occasional
curiosity,	 confined	 to	 a	 few	 individuals;	 rather,	 it	 should	 be	 considered	 as	 the
culminating	 result	 of	 the	 attention	 that	Hindu	nationalists…	 focused	on	 Italian
dictatorship	 and	 its	 leader.	 To	 them,	 fascism	 appeared	 to	 be	 an	 example	 of
conservative	revolution.’	Quoted	in	International	Business	News,	6	March	2012.
Page	 26	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘closely	 modelled	 on	 that	 worn	 by	 Mussolini’s	 Blackshirts’.
Edward	Luce,	In	Spite	of	the	Gods	(Abacus	2011),	p.	152.
Page	27	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	RSS	 is	 at	best	 an	effort	 to	protect	Hinduism.’	Email	 from
Swaminathan	Gurumurthy.
Page	 28	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘There	 are	 several	 senior	 leaders	 .	 .	 .	 less	 fond.’	 Nilanjan
Mukhopadhyay,	Narendra	Modi,	 the	Man,	 the	Times	 (Tranquebar	Press	2013),
p.	304.
Page	 28	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘There	 is	 no	Mussolini	 in	 the	 RSS	 .	 .	 .	 away	with	 the	 show.’
Interview	with	the	author.
Page	29								‘Anyone	who	has	read	the	basic	texts	of	Hindu	nationalism	.	.	.	not
their	punyabhumi	(holyland)’.	Indian	Express,	27	March	2014.
Page	30								‘It	is	a	way	of	life	in	India	.	.	.	so	there	is	no	issue.’	Interview	with
the	author.
Page	30								‘Muslims	and	Christians	in	the	country	are	descendants	of	converts
from	Hinduism’.	Edward	Luce,	In	Spite	of	the	Gods	(Abacus	2011),	p.154.
Page	30								‘one	nation,	one	people	and	one	culture.’	Preface	to	the	2014	BJP
Manifesto,	Ek	Bharat	Shreshtha	Bharat,	(‘One	India,	Excellent	India’).
Page	 30	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘to	 improve	 their	 status	 by	 embracing	 Islam	 or	 Christianity.’
Edward	Luce,	In	Spite	of	the	Gods	(Abacus	2011),	p.154.



Page	31			 	 	 	 	 	‘Modi’s	marriage	was	never	consummated’.	The	Times,	10	April
2014.
Page	31			 	 	 	 	 	‘We	had	no	idea	where	he	had	disappeared	to	.	 .	 .	 turned	up	one
day.’	The	Caravan,	1	March	2013.
Page	32								‘I	could	fit	all	.	.	.	begging	for	food.’	Aap	Ki	Adalat,	India	TV,	12
April	2014.
Page	33	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Until	 1978	 I	was	behind	 .	 .	 .	 how	 to	plan.’	 Interview	with	 the
author.
Page	33	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘I	was	 a	 25-year	 old	 .	 .	 .	 brutally	 trampled	over.’	Modi’s	 blog,
narendramodi.in,	26	June	2013.
Page	33								‘I	was	lucky	.	.	.	a	different	world.’	Andy	Marino,	Narendra	Modi,
A	Political	Biography	(Harper	Collins	2014),	pp.	44–45.
	
	



Chapter	Three:	Chief	Minister

Page	 35	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘By	 refusing	 to	 put	Muslim	 fears	 to	 rest.	 .	 .	 nurtures	 it.’	 The
Economist,	4	April	2014.
Page	35								‘India	is	a	country	with	multiple	religions	.	.	.	many	of	its	people.’
New	York	Times,	16	October	2013.
Page	36								‘It	might	have	lasted	longer’.	Kingshuk	Nag,	The	Saffron	Tide	–	the
Rise	of	the	BJP	(Rupa	Publications	2014),	p.	197.
Page	37								‘Modi	should	be	allowed	to	return’.	Andy	Marino,	Narendra	Modi,
A	Political	Biography	(Harper	Collins	2014),	p.	86.
Page	38		 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Many	Hindus	believe	Ayodhya	was	the	birthplace	of	 the	Hindu
god	Ram’.	Edward	Luce,	In	Spite	of	the	Gods	(Abacus	2011),	p.158.
Page	39	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘the	 allegation	 resurfaced	 intermittently’.	 For	 example	 by	party
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21	March	2014.
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Page	177									‘no	charges	were	ever	brought	and	the	case	was	closed	in	August
after	Modi	had	become	PM’.	The	Hindu,	22	August	2014.
	
	



Chapter	Thirteen:	Brand	Modi

Page	179								‘Mr	Modi	stands	out	literally	and	strategically.’	New	York	Times
‘On	the	runway’,	3	June	2014.
Page	 179	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘when	 Tony	 Blair	 realised	 for	 the	 first	 time	 that	 he	 needed
glasses’.	Lance	Price,	The	Spin	Doctor’s	Diary	(Hodder	&	Stoughton	2006),	p.
143.
Page	179	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘his	 glasses	 are	 from	Bvlgari,	 his	watch	 is	 a	Movado’.	 Indian
Express,	28	May	2014.
Page	179								‘I	had	to	wash	my	own	clothes	.	.	.	happy	to	hear	that	I	dress	well.’
Aap	Ki	Adalat,	India	TV,	12	April	2014.
Page	180		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Modi’s	fashionable	tastes	are	said	to	be	one	reason	that	some
traditionalists	 in	 the	RSS	 .	 .	 .	 became	 suspicious	 of	 him’	Narendra	Modi,	 the
Man,	the	Times,	Nilanjan	Mukhopadhyay,	(Trandquebar	Press	2013),	p.	279.
Page	180								‘If	you	see	the	scenario	two	years	back	.	.	.	in	Modi.’	Interview
with	the	author.
Page	181								‘We	showed	him	various	things	like	cups	.	.	.	he	said,	“Go	ahead
and	do	it”.’	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	183								‘How	many	times	do	we	get	a	product	so	easy	to	sell?’	Interview
with	the	author.
Page	183								‘Mr	Modi	had	far	more	equity	.	.	.	starting	point	for	us.’	Interview
with	Gaurav	Bhatele	for	this	book.
	
	



Chapter	Fourteen-Mother	Ganges

Page	191								‘I	come	to	you	as	a	child	to	his	mother	.	.	.	giver	of	sacred	rest.’
Quoted	on	exoticindiaart.com/article/ganga.
Page	192								‘I	feel	Mother	Ganga	has	called	me	to	Varanasi.’	Times	of	India,
24	April	2014.
Page	193								‘We	knew	that	if	we	created	a	mega	television	event	.	.	.	voting
was	 on.’	 Rajdeep	 Sardesai,	 2014:	 The	Election	 That	 Changed	 India	 (Penguin
Books	2014),	p.	306.
Page	193								‘The	election	has	not	banned	the	filing	of	nominations’.	ndtv.com,
25	April	2014.
Page	 193	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Modi	was	 going	 to	win	 so	 victory	was	 not	 a	 target	 .	 .	 .	 like
defeat.’	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	194	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘It	was	mainly	cleanliness	and	unemployment	 .	 .	 .	 for	people.’
Interview	with	Geetika	Sehmay	for	this	book.
Page	194								‘Eggs	were	thrown	at	Mr	Arvind	Kejriwal	.	.	.	religious	beliefs	of
people.’	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	195				 	 	 	 	‘He	is	convinced	that	he	is	the	epitome	of	manhood.	.	.	love	all
that	about	him.’	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	 197	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘the	 intelligence	 bureau	 had	 warned	 of	 a	 security	 threat’.
Economic	Times,	9	May	2014.
Page	197								‘This	is	not	a	banana	republic’.	Hindustan	Times,	7	May	2014.
Page	198								‘Timid	men	can	dwarf	high	offices’.	Times	of	India,	8	May	2014.
Page	198	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘leaders	 to	use	proper	discourse	 .	 .	 .	 like	 the	EC.’	New	 Indian
Express,	9	May	2014.
Page	198								‘India	is	not	under	British	rule	.	.	.	on	the	roads.’	rediff.com,	8	May
2014.
Page	198								‘As	his	convoy	arrived	.	.	.	security	cordon.’	The	Hindu,	9	May
2014.
Page	 199	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	message	was	 to	 be	 around	 “we	will	 not	 stop,	 whatever
happens”.’	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	199								‘We	are	unstoppable	.	.	.	this	is	a	storm	of	change.’	Roke	nahi	ruk
payenge,	 yeh	 jwala	 nahin	 rukne	 wali,	 prem	 bhara	 yeh	 jan	 sailab,	 is	 janta	 ko
pranam,	yeh	badlav	ki	andhi	hai”.
	
	



CHAPTER	FIFTEEN:	THE	ONLY	WAY	IS	UP

Page	201								‘Shah	.	.	.	was	out	on	bail	facing	serious	criminal	charges’.	On	25
July	 2010	 Shah	 was	 arrested	 and	 charged	 with	 the	 murder,	 extortion	 and
kidnapping	among	other	offences.	He	was	exiled	from	the	state	of	Gujarat	until
2012.	Shah	maintains	that	the	charges	were	politically	motivated	and	false.
Page	201	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	charges	against	him	were	dropped’.	Hindustan	Times,	30
December	2014.
Page	 204	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Politics	 is	 greatly	 influenced	 by	 the	 primordial	 affiliations	 of
caste	and	religion’.	hardnewsmedia.com,	7	April	2014.
Page	204			 	 	 	 	 	‘You	have	to	concentrate	on	the	booths	.	 .	 .	fall	into	place’	The
Caravan,	1	April	2014.
Page	204								‘Laxmikant	Vajpayee,	agreed	to	adopt	a	booth’.	The	Caravan,	1
April	2014.
Page	206									‘Normally,	party	workers	turn	up	.	.	.	will	be	futile.’	dnaindia.com
12	March	2014.
Page	 206	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘There	 was	 a	 huge	 craze	 for	 caps	 .	 .	 .	 order	 more	 supplies’
Interview	with	Geetika	Sehmay	for	the	book.
Page	207								‘OBCs	make	up	over	40%	of	the	population	of	UP’.	2011	census
figures.
Page	209	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Rajesh	Verma,	a	 journalist	working	for	 the	IBN7	TV	channel,
died	after	being	shot	in	the	chest.’	India	Today,	7	September	2013.
Page	209								‘Murky	politics	are	already	at	work	.	.	.	fire	up	Hindu	supporters.’
The	Economist,	21	September	2013.
Page	210			 	 	 	 	 	‘The	BJP	even	went	so	far	as	to	announce	that	three	politicians
who	 had	 been	 officially	 accused	 of	 fanning	 violence	 would	 be	 among	 their
candidates’.	The	Caravan,	1	April	2014.
Page	 210	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘This	 is	 not	 just	 another	 election	 .	 .	 .	 insult	meted	 out	 to	 our
community.’	Times	of	India,	5	April	2014.
Page	211	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	BJP	called	 it	 a	“monstrosity	of	 judgment”’.	ndtv.com,	12
April	2014.
Page	 211	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘further	 evidence	 of	 the	 BJP’s	 communal	 and	 anti-Muslim
politics’.	Financial	Express,	5	May	2014.
Page	211								‘the	BJP	said	he	had	been	referring	to	the	lack	of	development’.
Economic	Times,	5	May	2014.
Page	211								‘You	can	insult	Modi	.	.	.	But	do	not	insult	the	lower	caste’.	Patna
rally,	27	October	2013.



Page	211								‘I	have	never	seen	Gandhi	.	.	.	show	disrespect	to	other’s	caps.’
India	TV,	12	April	2014.
Page	212								‘The	strategy	was	to	show	that	Mr	Modi	is	a	nationalist	.	.	.	even	if
they	are	Muslims’.	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	212								‘How	long	will	these	evils	continue	.	.	.	we	have	done	nothing.’
New	Delhi,	15	August	2014.
	
	



Chapter	Sixteen:	Rally	Driver

Page	 213	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘a	 360	 degree	 campaign’.	 Arvind	 Gupta.	 Interview	 with	 the
author.
Page	215								‘They	must	go	back	.	.	.	of	their	livelihood.’	in.reuters.com,	4	May
2014.
Page	216								‘accusing	him	of	seeking	votes	in	the	name	of	religion	and	trying
to	spread	communal	disharmony’.	CNN-IBN.	5	May	2014.
Page	 217	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Only	 the	 poor	 will	 understand	 the	 pain	 of	 being	 poor’.
dnaindia.com,	5	May	2014.
Page	219								‘We	need	you	.	.	.	we	will	make	it	up	to	you.’	Interview	with	the
author.
Page	220								‘quoting	a	Hindi	saying,	“Aap	ke	muh	mein	ghee-shakkar”	(May
your	words	come	true)’.	inblive.com,	5	May	2015.
Page	220								‘The	backdrop	featured	a	huge	picture	of	Lord	Ram’.	inblive.com,
5	May	2015.
Page	220								‘This	is	the	land	of	Lord	Ram	.	.	.	broke	their	promises?’	Times	of
India,	5	May	2014.
Page	 221	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	 decision	 of	 having	 the	 Lord	 Ram	 .	 .	 .	 central	 party
headquarters.’	Interview	with	Gaurav	Bhatele	for	this	book.
Page	 221	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘It’s	 the	 heart	 of	 the	Gandhi	 family	 .	 .	 .	 they	wanted	Modi.’
Interview	with	the	author.
Page	221								‘I’ll	tell	them	who	Smriti	Irani	is	.	.	.	my	younger	sister.’	ndtv.com,
5	May	2014.
	
	



Chapter	Seventeen:	GOTV

Page	225	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Booth	 level	kits	were	prepared	 .	 .	 .	 two	days	before	polling.’
Interview	by	Gaurav	Bhatele	for	this	book.
Page	 226	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘It	 may	 sound	 amusing	 .	 .	 .	 islands	 and	 coastal	 areas.’	 S.Y.
Quraishi,	The	Making	of	the	Great	Indian	Election	(Rupa	Publications	2014),	p.
3.
Page	227								‘What	miserable	luck	I	have	.	.	.	somebody	has	to	do	it.’	New	York
Times,	12	May	2014.
Page	227								‘I	am	confident	.	.	.	fair	and	unifying	government.’	aljazeera.com,
12	May	2014.
Page	 228	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	 AAP	 berated	 the	 television	 networks’.
aamaadmiparty.org/complaint-to-ec-against-tv-channels.
Page	228	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	 insanely	huge	and	complex	exercise	known	as	 the	 Indian
election.’	Time,	5	March	2014.
Page	 229	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘the	 TV	 channels	 started	 to	 flash	 up	 their	 own	 exit	 polls’.
indianexpress.com,	12	May	2014.
Page	229	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Apart	 from	 the	Chanakya	survey	which	did	predict	an	overall
majority’.	2014-elections-in-india.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/todays-chanakya-exit-
poll-2014-for.html	12	May	2014.
Page	229								‘the	Election	Commission	raised	questions	about	how	honest	all
the	parties	.	.	.	when	submitting	their	election	expenses’.	indianexpress.com,	12
May	2014.
Page	230								‘People	asked	how	come	the	BJP	spent	so	much	money	.	.	.	good
for	them.’	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	230								‘“Is	it	Modi’s	money?”	asked	Rahul	Gandhi.’	Economic	Times,	3
May	2014.
Page	230	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	AAP	.	 .	 .	accused	Modi	of	being	 their	“property	dealer”’.
Times	of	India,	8	March	2014.
Page	230								‘Crony	capitalism	should	not	be	there.’	in.reuters.com,	11	April
2014.
Page	231	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘I	have	never	 received	any	special	 treatment	 .	 .	 .	not	 the	BJP’s
ATM	machine.’	CNN-IBN,	28	April	2014.
Page	231	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘India’s	 richest	businessmen	have	 long	been	a	major	source	of
funds’.	thehundubusinessline.com	8	January	2014.	See	also	adrindia.org.
Page	 231	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Mahatma	 Gandhi	 described	 himself	 as	 “a	 friend	 of	 the



capitalists”’.	rediff.com	16	August	2004.
Page	233								‘a	wedding	celebration	.	.	.	was	one	massive	exercise	in	bribery’.
S.Y.	 Quraishi,	 The	 Making	 of	 the	 Great	 Indian	 Election	 (Rupa	 Publications
2014),	pp.	263-4.
Page	233								‘2014	election	.	.	.	the	most	transparent	and	free’.	The	Statesman,
11	August	2014.
Page	233								‘the	authorities	still	seized	three	billion	rupees	in	cash	(over	thirty
million	pounds),	 some	22	million	 litres	 of	 alcohol	 and	30,000	kilogrammes	of
illegal	drugs.’.	S.Y.	Quraishi.	Interview	with	the	author.
Page	 234	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘names	were	missing	 from	 the	 electoral	 register	 .	 .	 .	 The	BJP
suspected	political	interference’.	dnaindia.com,	25	April	2014.
	
	



Chapter	Eighteen:	India	Recast

Page	236								‘Modi	was	said	to	be	watching	television’.	NDTV,	16	May	2014.
Page	238	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘After	 filing	my	nomination	 	 .	 .	 .	you	gave	me	570,000	votes.’
livemint.com	16	May	2014.
Page	 239	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Modi	 promised	 the	 moon	 and	 the	 stars	 to	 the	 people.’	 The
Independent,	16	May	2014.
Page	239								‘The	Congress	Party	.	.	.	set	up	an	internal	inquiry	into	why	it	had
done	so	badly’.	India	Today,	15	August	2014.
Page	240	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Some	of	Modi’s	party	elders	 .	 .	 .	offered	positions	as	mentors
instead’.	India	Today,	26	August	2014.
Page	 240	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	 biggest	 contribution	was	 from	our	 opposition	 .	 .	 .	 result
would	not	have	come.’	India	Today,	26	August	2014.
Page	240								‘pariah	to	prime	minister’.	Open	Magazine,	16	May	2014.
Page	240								‘great	to	be	talking	to	someone	who	just	got	more	votes	than	any
other	politician	anywhere	in	the	universe.’	Economic	Times,	10	July	2014.
Page	241								‘President	Obama,	began	to	look	more	and	more	like	the	kid	who
was	picked	last	for	teams	during	recess’.	New	York	Times,	19	May	2014.
Page	241		 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘those	aged	18	–	22,	had	preferred	the	BJP’.	By	age	group,	 the
percentage	of	the	votes	were	split	between	the	BJP	and	Congress	as	follows:	18-
22:	36/17;	23-25:	33/20;	26-35:	33/20;	36-45:	30/18;	46-55:	30/20;	56+:	27/20.
Source:	National	Election	Studies,	Centre	for	Study	of	Developing	Societies.
Page	241								‘Muslim	voters	had	preferred	Congress	candidates	by	almost	four
to	one’.	In	‘bipolar’	contests	between	the	BJP	and	Congress,	Muslims	voted	73%
for	Congress	 and	 19%	 for	 the	BJP.	 In	 ‘multipolar’	 states,	where	 regional	 and
other	parties	were	 in	 contention,	 the	 figures	were	Congress	37%,	BJP	7%	and
Others	56%.	Source:	National	Election	Studies,	Centre	for	Study	of	Developing
Societies.
Page	242								‘the	BJP	did	not	nominate	a	single	Muslim	candidate	in	UP’.	How
Modi	Won	It,	Harish	Khare,	2014,	Hachette	India,	p.	196.
Page	242	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘for	 the	 first	 time	ever	 the	BJP	had	outpolled	 its	 rivals	 among
those	 at	 the	 bottom	 of	 the	 caste	 system’.	 24%	 of	 Dalits	 voted	 BJP	 in	 2014
compared	 to	 19%	 for	 Congress.	 In	 the	 previous	 general	 election	 of	 2009	 the
figures	 had	 been	 12%	 and	 27%	 respectively.	Under	Modi	 38%	of	 tribal	 votes
went	 to	 the	BJP	against	28%	for	Congress.	Five	years	earlier	 it	had	been	24%
BJP	and	38%	Congress.	Source:	National	Election	Studies,	Centre	for	Study	of



Developing	Societies.
	
	



Chapter	Nineteen:	From	pariah	to	PM

Page	244									‘His	first	priority	was	India’s	nearest	neighbours’.	The	Hindu,	27
June	2013.
Page	245								‘Ashoka	.	.	.	came	in	search	of	Buddha	to	tread	the	path	of	peace’.
Niti	Central,	3	August	2014.
Page	245								‘Modi	had	warned	the	country	that	it	would	need	to	take	a	“bitter
pill”	in	order	to	restore	the	nation’s	finances.’	Speech	in	Goa.	narendramodi.in.
14	June	2014.
Page	 245	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘it	 was	 a	 Congress	 budget	 “with	 saffron	 lipstick	 added”’.
Economic	Times,	11	July	2014.
Page	245	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘price	 inflation	 .	 .	 .	 fell	 to	a	five-year	 low’.	Economic	Times,	8
November	2014.
Page	245								‘many	economists	said	the	new	government	could	not	claim	full
credit’.	firstbiz.com,	30	August	2014.
Page	245								‘Investment	was	especially	weak.	Credit	growth	has	been	feeble.’
The	Economist,	6	December	2014.
Page	 246	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘He’s	 not	 anti-golf	 or	 anything,	 but	 just	 pro-work.’	 Daily
Telegraph,	2	June	2014.
Page	 246	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Modi	 even	went	 so	 far	 as	 to	 introduce	 biometric	 clocking-in
devices’.	dnaindia.com,	7	October	2014.
Page	247								‘hadn’t	turned	up	for	duty	once	since	going	on	leave	twenty-four
years	previously.’	The	Guardian,	9	January	2015.
Page	 247	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘He	 asked	 them	 to	 identify	 eight	 to	 ten	 regulations	 in	 their
ministries	that	could	be	done	away	with.’	Hindustan	Times,	4	October	2014.
Page	247								‘Even	our	secretaries	and	advisers	are	imposed	on	us.’	Outlook,	1
September	2014.
Page	 247	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘He	 gives	 us	 some	 freedom	 .	 .	 .	 have	 the	 courage	 to	 take
decisions.’	Times	of	India,	2	September	2014.
Page	247								‘telling	him	to	go	home	and	change	into	something	befitting	his
job’.	Outlook,	1	September	2014.
Page	248	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Modi	had	made	much	of	his	 intention	 to	bring	back	so-called
“black	money”…Some	of	his	senior	ministers	 .	 .	 .	quoted	as	saying	 .	 .	 .	within
his	first	100	days’.	Rajnath	Singh	was	the	most	senior	minister	to	make	the	100
day	promise.	Economic	Times,	17	April	2014.
Page	248								‘Jaitley	.	.	.	government	would	“not	rest	until	the	last	account	is



identified”.’	Times	of	India,	26	November	2014.
Page	 248	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘In	 his	 first	 broadcast,	 he	 urged	 all	 Indian	 to	 shed	 their
despondency’.	Times	of	India,	3	October	2014.
Page	248	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘As	 far	as	black	money	 is	concerned	 	 .	 .	 .	 should	come	back.’
ibnlive.in,	3	November	2014.
Page	248								‘Corruption	is	the	enemy	of	the	nation	.	.	.	unwarranted	persons	as
ministers.’	The	Guardian,	27	August	2014.
Page	249								‘these	are	cases	arising	out	of	criminal	accusations,	not	cases	out
of	a	crime.’	in.reuters.com,	10	November	2014.
Page	 249	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	 Election	 Commission	 .	 .	 .	 proposed	 banning	 candidates
facing	serious	criminal	charges’.	S.Y.	Quraishi,	The	Making	of	the	Great	Indian
Election	(Rupa	Publications	2014),	p.	414.
Page	249								‘34%	of	the	total	number	of	MPs	elected	in	May	had	been	charged
with	a	serious	offence’.	Times	of	India,	9	December	2014.
Page	249	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘a	draft	bill	 .	 .	 .	was	shelved	 .	 .	 .	 for	 lack	of	consensus	among
leading	political	parties’.	Economic	Times,	9	December	2014.
Page	249								‘At	the	end	of	the	year	a	judge	dismissed	the	charges	against	Amit
Shah’.	Hindustan	Times,	30	December	2014.
Page	 250	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Nationalists	 in	 the	 state	 raised	 the	 spectre	 of	 a	 “love	 jihad”.’
Times	of	India,	5	September	2014.
Page	250				 	 	 	 	‘These	are	cases	of	love	marriages	and	not	love	jihad’	Times	of
India,	5	September	2014.
Page	250								‘Love	jihad	is	a	media	creation	.	.	.	not	true	that	we	have	started
some	big	campaign	on	the	issue.’	Economic	Times,	11	September	2014.
Page	250								‘other	comments	by	BJP	figures	were	seen	as	evidence	that	below
the	shiny	surface	of	Modi’s	modernisation	and	development	agenda	lay	the	same
extremist	Hindutva	ideology’.	Indian	Express,	3	December	2014.
Page	251								‘Mahanth	Yogi	Adityanath,	was	.	.	.	condemned	by	the	Election
Commission	 for	 allegedly	 promoting	 religious	 hatred.’	 Times	 of	 India	 11
September	2014.
Page	 251	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘In	Maharashtra	 the	 BJP’s	 share	 of	 the	 vote	 rose	 .	 .	 .	 and	 in
Haryana	the	figures	were	even	more	remarkable,	elections.in/maharashtra/.
Page	 251	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘Shah	 launched	 a	membership	 drive	 .	 .	 .	 where	 the	 BJP	 had
performed	less	well’.	Business	Standard,	29	November	2014.
Page	251								‘pressure	for	changes	to	the	curriculum	in	schools	to	reflect	more
traditional	Hindu	values.	The	RSS	was	among	 those	urging	 the	government	 to
take	‘corrective	steps’.	Indian	Express,	26	July	2014.



Page	252								‘RSS	was	among	those	.	.	.	to	“Indianise”	the	education	system.’
scroll.in,	2	August	2014.
Page	 252	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘The	AAP’s	 focus	 on	 local	 issues	worked	while	 the	BJP	was
accused	of	complacency	and	of	losing	touch	with	the	core	concerns	of	the	voters
since	 the	 general	 election.’	 In	 its	 assessment	 of	 the	 results,	 the	Times	 of	 India
concluded	 that	 ‘The	 7–0	 scoreline	 in	 the	 Lok	 Sabha	 elections	 made	 the	 BJP
complacent	 about	 the	 Delhi	 assembly	 polls.	 Delhi	 had	 fallen	 off	 its	 radar.	 It
allowed	the	AAP	and	Kejriwal	to	regroup	and	recover	.	.	.	The	party	was	relying
too	much	on	Narendra	Modi’s	appeal	and	Amit	Shah’s	organising	abilities.	By
the	 time	 BJP	 became	 serious,	 Kejriwal	 and	 AAP	 had	 taken	 a	 lead	 and	 were
setting	the	agenda.’	Times	of	India,	10	February	2014.
Page	252								‘Smriti	Irani	.	.	.	announced	that	Sanskrit	would	replace	German’.
Times	of	India,	14	November	2014.
Page	252								‘she	would	only	ever	act	“in	the	spirit	of	constitution”.’	Asian	Age,
2	December	2014.
Page	 252	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ‘many	 academics	 and	 professionals	 .	 .	 .	 detected	 subtle	 .	 .	 .
pressures	to	avoid	promoting	anything	that	might	be	construed	as	“anti-Hindu”’.
There	was	controversy,	for	example,	over	the	film	‘PK’,	which	was	criticised	for
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Charcha	adherence	to	Model	Code	of	Conduct	declaring	tea	as	election
expenses	doubts	about	newsworthiness	Facebook	pages	increased	number	of
locations	motivation	of	online	volunteers	sipping	tea	with	farmers	tea	stall
conversations	with	BJP	leaders	technology	problems	‘Women’s
Empowerment’

chai	wala	(tea	vendor),	NM
	attempted	slur	of	NM	by	Congress	Party	attempted	slur	of	NM	by	Naresh

Agarwal	Chai	pe	Charcha	Congress	Party	claims	NM	misled	voters
dividends	from	potential	voters	Chandrashekhar,	K.	M.

Charles,	Prince	Chauhan,	Ashishkumar	Chhewang,	Thupstan	China	Christ	the
Redeemer	Christians	Citizens	for	Accountable	Governance	(CAG)	see	CAG
(Citizens	for	Accountable	Governance)	Claudius	Clean	India	campaign
Clinton,	Bill	Clinton,	Hillary	CNN-IBN

	exit	polls	Coalgate	Confederation	of	Indian	Industry	Congress	Party	accuses
NM	of	complicity	in	Gujarat	riots	accuses	NM	of	misleading	voters	chai	wala
jibes	against	NM

	complaint	to	Election	Commission	about	NM’s	speech	in	Varanasi	corruption
scandals	and	political	failures	declined	to	name	would-be	PM

	embracing	technology	experiences	worst-ever	election	defeat	(2014)	failure	of
election	strategy	fielding	senior	female	MPs	historic	electoral	successes
hoping	for	safety	first	campaign	from	BJP

	internal	inquiry	privileged	background	of	leaders	protest	at	NM’s	use	of
shehzada	to	describe	Rahul	Gandhi	queries	BJP’s	election	campaign
expenditure	share	of	the	vote	(2014)	subsidies	and	handouts	targeting	female



voters	corruption	anti-corruption	bill	anti-corruption	movement	criminal
charges	against	ministers	draft	legislation	dropped	eradication	from	elections
eradication	from	government	under	NM

	happiness	survey	hotline	to	report	allegations	of	scandals	in	Congress	Party
youth’s	frustration	with	Cow	Protection	Cell	cricket	ICC	World	Twenty20

	Sachin	Tendulkar’s	final	match	crony	capitalism	crowd-sourcing	Cuomo,	Mario
Dalits	Dar,	Gulzar	Ahmad	Darshandas,	Mahant	Bharatdas	Delhi	Golf	Club
Delhi	Legislative	Assembly	democracy	birthplace	in	India	suspension	of
Deodhar,	Sunil	Desai,	Dr	Pranav	Desai,	Nagji	Dhankar,	Om	Prakash	digital
campaign	Dikshit,	Sheila	Economic	Times	Economist	education	proposal	to
‘Indianise’

	‘saffronisation’	of	election	(2014)	see	general	election	(2014)	election	campaign
(2014)	3D	hologram	events	see	administration	and	organisation	advertising
aims	BJP’s	campaign	slogan	BJP’s	strategy	towards	Muslim	voters	Chai	pe
Charcha	ecosystem	structure	external	appointments	fears	for	religious
minorities	independent	campaign	driven	by	NM

	inexperienced	candidates	innovative	technology	and	social	media	IT	support
and	network	local	appeal	logistics	of	reaching	rural	districts	lotus	flower	on
ballot	paper	masterclass	in	modern	electoral	politics	media	coverage	NM
named	as	chair	of	campaign	committee	NM	stands	in	Varanasi	constituency
NM’s	ambitious	view	of	winnable	seats	NM’s	views	on	opaque	structure
phases	presidential	campaign	about	NM

	private	aircraft	remarkable	victory	role	of	the	RSS
	selection	of	candidates	serious	agenda	of	NM
	slogans	social	media	see	social	media	structure	of	political	machine	structure	of

the	BJP
	support	for	NM	from	independent	institutions	targeting	the	Muslim	vote	touring

the	constituencies	trademark	NM	one-liners	travelling	itinerary	of	NM
	western	media’s	opposition	to	NM’s	candidacy	see	also	chai	wala	(tea	vendor),

NM;	IT	(information	technology);	political	campaigning;	Uttar	Pradesh	(UP)
Election	Commission	of	India	approval	of	adverts	banning	of	Amit	Shah	and
Azam	Khan	banning	rally	of	BJP	in	Beniyabagh	district	of	Varanasi	calls	for
party	spending	limits	countering	bribery	expenses	handling	complaints
investigation	into	BJP	practices	investigation	of	Bharat	Swabhiman	Trust
measures	taken	to	ensure	voting	opportunities	for	all	citizens	missing	names
from	electoral	register	polling	dates	questions	parties’	election	expenses
raising	awareness	and	registering	voters	rules	on	personal	attacks	ruses	of



political	parties	seizure	of	cash,	alcohol	and	drugs	strict	rules	for	campaign
activity	threatens	to	ban	ministers	facing	criminal	charges	volume	of	adverts
from	Team	Modi	Election	Information	Campaign	Committee	(EICC)
electorate	demands	for	strong	leadership	missing	names	from	register	size	of
transportation	for	voters	types	of	voters	Emergency	(1975)	‘Empowering	the
Specially	Abled’:	campaign	forum	ex-serviceman	rally	exit	polls	expenses,
election	Facebook	message	supporting	NM’s	prime	ministerial	candidacy
NM’s	friends	and	followers	pages	created	by	the	CAG

	summary	of	NM’s	rallies	Facebook	Talks	Faizabad	Lord	Ram	backdrop	farmers
fashion	see	image,	NM

Feku	First	Post	Frankly	Speaking	French,	Patrick	‘Friends	of	BJP’
funeral	pyres	G20	meeting	(Brisbane)	Gandhi,	Indira	Gandhi	Maidan,	Patna

Gandhi,	Mohandas	Karamchand	(‘Mahatma’)	assassination	‘a	friend	of	the
capitalists’

	leadership	style	Gandhi,	Priyanka	Gandhi,	Rahul	accepts	responsibility	for
electoral	defeat	accuses	BJP	of	taking	‘hefty	money’	from	large	corporations
accuses	NM	of	showmanship	cricket	audience	chanting	Modi’s	name
criticised	by	Baba	Ramdev	declines	IT	support	from	volunteers	disappointing
maiden	election	speech	(2014)	election	speech	at	All	India	Congress
Committee	(2014)	failure	to	embrace	social	media	inexperience	interview	for
Frankly	Speaking	programme	mocked	by	NM	for	photographs	taken	with	the
poor	portrays	NM	as	showman	privileged	background	referred	to	as
‘shehzada’	by	NM

	toffee	model	slur	on	Gujarat	development	travelling	abroad	underestimates
power	of	the	internet	in	India	undermined	by	NM’s	balloon	reference	victim
of	internet	mischief-making	Gandhi,	Rajiv	Gandhi,	Sonia	accepts
responsibility	for	electoral	defeat	declines	prime	ministership	teased	by	NM

Gandhi,	Yash	Gandhinagar	Ganges,	River:	funeral	pyres	general	election	(2014)
anticipation	of	results	bribery	counting	of	votes	exit	polls	financial	backing
for	political	parties	increased	number	of	women	voters	opening	of	polling
stations	party	spending	limits	polls	closed	results	traditional	ritual	performed
by	NM

	turnout	victory	speech	of	NM
	see	also	election	campaign	(2014)	Global	Citizen	Festival	global	security

Goddess	Ganga	Godhra	Godse,	Nathuram	Google	Alerts	Google:	NM	seeks
to	influence	branded	content	Google	Hangouts	Gorakhpur	Goswami,	Arnab
GOTV	(get	out	the	vote)	cooperation	of	ecosystem	groups	equipment	for



district	teams	high	turnout	favourable	for	the	BJP
	measures	taken	to	ensure	voting	opportunities	for	all	citizens	paper	versions	of

registers	polling	agents	transportation	for	voters	voting	booths
Govindacharya,	K.	N.

Goyal,	Piyush	chaired	EICC	meetings	at	home	residence	commissioned	public
opinion	survey	organised	video	advert	in	Varanasi	public	opinion	survey
findings	responsibility	for	power	and	coal	video	advert	for	NM’s	talk	at
Amethi	GPS-enabled	video	vans	Greynium	Information	Technologies
Guinness	Book	of	World	Records	Gujarat	BJP	opponents’	challenge	economic
picture	economic	development	election	results	(2012)	electoral	successes	of
NM

	electrification	of	villages	Gujarat	Model	influence	of	NM	on	economic	recovery
Gujarat	riots	accusations	of	complicity	against	NM

	alleged	insensitivity	of	NM	towards	Muslims	inter-racial	violence	and	deaths
NM	exonerated	by	Special	Investigations	Team	(SIT)	NM	expresses	emotion
in	blog	passenger	train	set	on	fire	Supreme	Court	rejects	complainant’s
challenge	to	SIT	report	witness	claims	of	state’s	refusal	to	help	Gupta,	Arvind
party	agenda	set	by	the	media	persuades	BJP	leadership	to	embrace	IT

Gupta,	Shekhar	Gurumurthy,	Swaminathan	Guruswamy,	Mohan	Hague,	William
happiness	survey	Haryana	Hasan,	Professor	Zoya	Hazare,	Anna	HDFC

Headlines	Today	Hewitt,	Patricia	Hindi	The	Hindu	Hindu	Business	Line
Hinduism	extremist	ideology	Hindutva	see	also	nationalism	Hoover,
President	Herbert	How	Modi	Won	It	(Khare)	Human	Rights	Watch	report	into
Gujarat	riots	hunger	strikes	ICC	World	Twenty20

image,	NM
	advertising	animated	cartoons	during	ICC	World	Twenty20
	branding	clothes	as	representation	of	beliefs	face	of	the	election	campaign

fashion	conscious	forward-looking	USP	of	Brand	Modi	glasses	importance
input	from	NM	into	design	of	adverts	merchandising	Modi-related	products
professionalism	public	opinion	survey	findings	rip-off	products	slogans	t-
shirts	two-peg	advertising	campaign	understanding	youth	India	budget
corporate	democracy	economic	growth	economic	stability	post-election
Emergency	(1975)	first	past	the	post	electoral	system	and	Hinduism	people’s
desire	for	strong	leadership	‘saffronisation’	of	social	conditions
transformation	India	India	Today	India	TV

India-US	Delhi	Declaration	of	Friendship	Indian	Farmers’	Union	Indian
Independence	Day	Indian	Labourers’	Union	Indian	National	Congress	see



Congress	Party	information	gathering	interviews	Irani,	Smriti	appointed	head
of	human	resources	department	challenges	NM	to	resign	contests
constituency	in	Amethi	dismisses	religious-based	politics	‘Indianisation’	of
the	education	system	‘sister’	of	NM

iron	see	Sardar	Patel	project	Iron	Man	see	Patel,	Sardar	Vallabhbhai	IT
(information	technology)	3D	hologram	events	see	Chai	pe	Charcha	crowd-
sourcing	digital	campaign	groups	supporting	NM’s	election	campaign	Modi
mask	National	Digital	Operation	Cell	(N-Doc)	political	mischief-making
political	parties	embracing	technology	selfies	special	telephone	number	to
listen	to	NM’s	Rewari	speech	technical	knowledge	of	NM

	volume	of	online	users	see	also	social	media	Jackman,	Hugh	Jagannatha	Jain,
Rajesh	Jain,	Sreenivasan	Jaitley,	Arun	denies	criminality	amongst	ministers
recovery	of	black	money	Janata	Dal	United	(JDU)	Party	Jangid,	Pankaj
Javadekar,	Prakash	cohering	party	opinions	content	with	press	coverage	of
NM

	defends	NM’s	speech	in	Varanasi	defends	NM’s	stance	with	journalists
dismisses	story	about	inappropriate	clothing	organisation	of	the	press	office
timing	of	interviews	Jay-Z

Jan	Lokpal	JDU	(Janata	Dal	United)	Party	Joshi,	Dr	Hiren	Joshi,	Dr	Murli
Manohar	Joshi,	Poornima	Joshi,	Prasoon	journalists	see	media	Jung,	Najeeb
Kailasanathan,	Kuniyal	(’K.	K.’)	Kalmadi,	Suresh	Kanwal,	Rahul	Karmakar,
Nirmal	Kashi	Vishwanath	temple	Keane,	John	Kejriwal,	Arvind	attributes
BJP	victory	to	Congress	Party	errors	consultation	exercise	come	back	in	Delhi
election	(2015)	eggs	thrown	at	forms	administration	in	Delhi	(2013)	hotline	to
report	corruption	NM	refuses	to	acknowledge	reform	through	politics
resignation	from	office	stands	for	election	in	Varanasi	constituency	Kerry,
John	Khan,	Azam	Khare,	Harish	Kishor,	Prashant	Kumar,	Nitish	Kumar,
Senthil	kurtas	Kyunki	Saas	Bhi	Kabhi	Bahu	Thi	Ladwa,	Manoj	Lakshmi	Lal,
Bharat	Lal,	Ram	The	Life	and	Death	of	Democracy	(Keane)	Lok	Sabha
election	see	general	election	(2014)	Lord	Ram	lotus	flower	Mad	Men
Madhav,	Ram	Madison	Square	Garden	Maha	Navratri	Maharashtra	Mahesh,
B.	G.

Major,	John	Mandela,	Nelson	Mangeshkar,	Lata	manifestoes	Maro	Bhagya
Vidhata	Martin	Luther	King	Jr	Memorial	Mass,	Uwe	Maurya	Hotel	Mayawati
McCann	India	media	avoidance	of	TV	interviews	by	NM

	corporate	controlled	domination	of	news	headlines	by	NM
	fair	coverage	of	NM



	favoured	and	unfavoured	journalists	of	NM
	impact	of	NM’s	social	media	campaign	interview	of	NM	on	Aap	ki	Adalat

interviews	master	performer,	NM
	paid	news	quotable	quotes	by	NM
	Rahul	Gandhi	questioned	about	anti-Sikh	rioting	self-imposed	purdah	by	NM
	setting	the	BJP	party	agenda	walking	out	of	interviews	wary	of	journalists,	NM
Mehta,	Tanmay	Mencken,	H.	L.
Menna,	Joe	Mera	Bharosa	(‘My	Trust’)	website	military,	NM’s	support	for

minorities,	religious:	fears	for	Mission	Model	Code	of	Conduct	Modi	Bharosa
(‘Trust	Modi’)	website	Modi-fying	India	Modi,	Hiraba	(NM’s	mother)	Modi
Kurta	Modi	mask	Modi,	Narendra	24/7	politician	acknowledges	thanks	from
worldwide	leaders	appointed	chief	minister	assembles	inner	circle	attraction
to	middle-class	Indian	women	avoids	the	limelight	birth	and	early	years	chai
wala	(tea	vendor)	see	chai	wala	(tea	vendor),	NM

	character	and	presence	comparison	to	Margaret	Thatcher	on	democracy	in	India
democratic	values,	development	of	detachment	mode	education	egotistical
eradication	of	reputation	for	religious	extremism	exercise	regime
extraordinary	memory	future	foretold	by	astrologer	good	governance	and
economic	development	priorities	humble	beginnings	image	see	image,	NM

	internet	user	laying	the	foundation	stone	to	statue	of	Sardar	Patel	leadership
style	marriage	nomadic	wanderings	oratory	skills	outgrows	RSS	roots
outsider	status	patience	of	personal	ambition,	lack	of	personal	safety,
unconcerned	about	physical	appearance	physique	planning	and	attention	to
detail	plaudits	and	honours	pledge	to	the	people	political	campaigning	see
political	campaigning	political	protest	against	Emergency	policies	political
skills,	development	of	as	prime	minister	see	prime	ministership,	NM

	on	public	surveys	refused	visa	to	enter	United	States	relationship	with	the	RSS
	resigns	from	Vadodara	seat	self-promotion	selfies	skilled	at	turning	opposition

criticisms	to	own	advantage	tea	vendor	see	chai	wala	(tea	vendor),	NM
	tech	savvy	threat	on	life	trust	in	Amit	Shah	victory	speech	(2014)	wary	of

journalists	will	to	succeed	Modi,	Sombhai	(NM’s	brother)	‘Modi	Wave’
Modimeter	Mukherjee,	Pranab	Mukhopadhay,	Nilanjan	Murmu,	G.	C.
Muslims	ambivalent	relationship	with	India	campaigning	against	the	BJP	in

Varanasi	fears	over	NM’s	election	as	prime	minister	pre-planned	attacks
against	in	Gujarat	preference	for	Congress	Party	candidates	protests	in	Britain
against	NM’s	visit	targeted	by	BJP	for	votes	Nadadur,	Gopal	Nag,	Kingshuk
NaMo	in	NaMo	Brigade	NaMo	Gujarat	NaMo	Tea	Parties



NaMoNumber.com	Naqvi,	Mukhtar	Abbas	Naqvi,	Qamar	Waheed	National
Cadet	Corps	(NCC)	National	Democratic	Alliance	(NDA)	National	Digital
Operation	Cell	(N-Doc)	National	Investigation	Agency	National	Movement
Partner	National	Security	Guard	(NSG)	nationalism	attacks	on	Muslims
defence	of	Hindu	culture	and	traditions	Hindutva	love	jihad	in	Uttar	Pradesh
(UP)	and	the	RSS

Naturopathy	Cell	Navratri	Nayak	NDTV
Nehru,	Jawaharlal	New	Age	Volunteers	New	Hope	Infotainment	Limited	New
York	Times	Niti	Central	Niti	Digital	Nizamuddin,	Colonel	NRIs	(Non-
Resident	Indians)	nuclear	programme	Obama,	President	Barack	guest	of
honour	at	Republic	Day	celebrations	war	room	in	electoral	campaign	OBCs
(Other	Backward	Classes)	Ogilvy	&	Mather	Oval	Office	Oza,	Shobha	paid
news	Paisley,	Reverend	Ian	Pakistan	Pandey,	Piyush	adverts	submitted	to	the
Election	Commission	meeting	NM	for	photo	shoots	punishing	election
schedule	recruited	by	NM

	swift	decision-making	video	advert	for	NM’s	talk	at	Amethi	video	of	NM’s
drive	to	party	campaign	HQ

Pandey,	Santosh	Pappu	Parekh,	Deepak	Patel,	Ahmed	Patel,	Karsan	Patel,
Keshubhai	Patel,	Prahlad	Patel,	Sardar	Vallabhbhai	integration	of
independent	territories	in	newly	independent	India	‘Iron	Man’	reputation
orthodox	Hinduism	unification	of	the	Indian	nation	see	also	Sardar	Patel
project	Patna	Pepper,	John	Henry	Pepper’s	Ghost	Illusion	petition	pitribhumi
(fatherland)	Planning	Commission	political	advertising	political
assassinations	political	campaigning	3D	hologram	events	see	command	and
control	leadership	style	comparison	of	NM	to	Margaret	Thatcher	countering
media	myths	about	NM’s	extremism	drive	and	energy	of	NM

	ecosystem	structure	Election	Commission	investigation	into	funding	importance
of	image	to	NM

	leadership	style	of	NM
	Modi	mask	NM’s	fear	of	losing	the	NM’s	refusal	to	mention	Kejriwal	by	name

opaque	structure	of	party	personal	website	strong	leadership	of	NM
	trusted	allies	of	NM
	victory	speech	by	NM	after	war	rooms	see	also	election	campaign	(2014);

publicity	political	jokes	political	parties	calls	for	transparency	of	funding
spending	limits	on	political	campaigning	posters:	poverty	Powell,	Nancy	PR
see	publicity	pressure	groups	price	inflation	prime	ministership,	NM

	100-day	anniversary	report	‘Adopt	a	Village’	campaign	anti-corruption



measures	appearance	with	rock	stars	in	Central	Park	changes	to	office
practice	and	bureaucracy	‘Clean	India’	campaign	clocking-in	and	attendance
monitoring	creating	a	new	image	for	India	internationally	criticised	for
lacking	urgency	cultural	reforms	declines	to	respond	to	‘saffronisation’	claims
decreed	by	God	dinner	with	Barack	Obama	draft	anti-corruption	legislation
dropped	economic	growth	and	slippage	fasting	government	budget
international	relations	ministerial	appointments	ministerial	presentations
ministers	facing	pre-existing	criminal	charges	planning	for	state	legislative
elections	public	scrutiny	radio	addresses	rally	at	Madison	Square	Garden
recovery	of	black	money	residence	talks	with	Barack	Obama	at	the	Oval
Office	visits	Australia	visits	Beijing	visits	Fortaleza	visits	Nepal	visits	Tokyo
public	opinion	survey	publicity	Brand	Modi	Modi	spin	machine	NaMo
Gujarat	NM’s	fresh	approach	to	communication	TV	ads	and	media	campaigns
see	also	political	campaigning	punyabhumi	(holy	land)	Purvanchal	Quraishi,
S.	Y.

	
Raja,	Andimuthu	Rajya	Sabha	rallies	3D	hologram	events	see	Allahabad,	NM

speaking	at	Asansol,	NM	speaking	at	Baran,	Rahul	Gandhi	speaking	at
Bhadohi,	NM	speaking	at	daily	itinerary	of	NM

	Delhi,	Baba	Ramdev	speaking	at	Election	Commission	bans	Varanasi	rally	by
BJP

	Gorakhpur,	NM	speaking	at	Madison	Square	Garden,	NM	speaking	at	Patna,
NM	speaking	at	Purvanchal,	NM	speaking	at	Rewari,	NM	speaking	at	see
also	speeches	Ram	Temple	Ramdev,	Baba	Rashtriya	Swayamsevak	Sangh
(RSS)	see	RSS	(Rashtriya	Swayamsevak	Sangh)	Ravishankar,	Sri	Sri	Reagan,
Ronald	religion	antagonism	between	religions	and	caste	extremism	inter-
religious	violence	love	jihad	minorities	and	politics	see	also	Christianity;
Hinduism;	Muslims	Representation	of	the	People	Act	Republic	Day
Republican	National	Convention	residence,	prime	minister	Rewari	RSS
(Rashtriya	Swayamsevak	Sangh)	aims	analysis	of	electoral	seats	commitment
of	members	to	Modi’s	campaign	epithets	fascist	associations	grassroots
support	for	BJP	in	UP

	growth	in	numbers	hostility	to	authoritarian	leadership	influence	on	the	BJP
	lifestyle	of	members	morning	meetings	(shakhas)	proposal	to	‘Indianise’

education	system	protection	of	Hinduism	purpose	role	in	election	campaign
(2014)	social	work	spreading	the	electoral	message	suspicious	of	NM’s
fashion	sense	veneer	of	political	independence	volunteers	Run	for	Unity



Rushdie,	Salman	Sahay,	Subodh	Kant	Samajwadi	Party	(SP)	Sampath,	V.	S.
Sangh	Parivar	see	RSS	(Rashtriya	Swayamsevak	Sangh)	Sanskrit	Sardar	Patel

project	CAG	joins	as	partner	district-level	committees	foundation	stone	of
statue	iron	collection	NM	launches	appeal	for	iron	contribution	Run	for	Unity
village	donations	Sardesai,	Rajdeep	Sarkar,	Dr	Subhas	school	curriculum
security	failure	to	prevent	bombing	at	Patna	global	prime	minister’s	residence
threat	to	NM’s	life	selfies	Shah,	Amit	accused	of	exploiting	inter-communal
violence	in	UP

	appointed	BJP	party	president	appointed	by	NM	to	oversee	UP
	banned	from	speaking	by	the	Election	Commission	criminal	charges	against

dropped	derogatory	reference	to	Azamgarh	love	jihad	organises	election
campaign	in	UP

	organises	state	election	victories	plans	NM’s	personal	appearance	at	Amethi
responsible	for	BJP’s	success	in	UP

	trusted	by	NM
	wary	of	journalists	Shah,	Dr	Nirav	Shankar,	Mani	Shankar,	Ravi	Sri	Sri	Sharif,

Nawaz	Sharma,	A.	K.
Sharma,	Chandrashekhar	Sharma,	Rajat	Sharma,	Shrikant	shehzada	(the	prince)

Shekhar,	Shashi	Shourie,	Arun	criticises	NM’s	lack	of	urgency	post-election
struggle	in	BJP	for	prime	ministerial	candidacy	Shrivastava,	Aatish	Shukla,
Himanshu	Shukla,	Rajeev	Sibal,	Kapil	Singh	Bagga,	Tajinder	Pal	Singh
Chandel,	Om	Prakash	Singh,	Digvijaya	Singh,	Dr	Manmohan	character	and
personality	claimed	Sardar	Patel	was	a	Congress	man	gifted	economist
inadvertently	provides	campaign	slogan	for	BJP

	known	as	the	silent	prime	minister	lacked	leadership	skills	lame	duck	status
news	conferences	oversaw	rapid	economic	growth	rules	out	third	term	as
prime	minister	Singh,	Harshvardhan	Singh,	Lallu	Singh,	Rajnath	appointed
home	affairs	minister	congratulates	NM	on	election	victory	organises
coordination	committee	to	collect	iron	rejects	accusations	of	secret
surveillance	Singh,	Ranjit	Singh,	Sanjay	slogans	achche	din	aane	wale	hain
(good	times	are	coming)	Bus,	aave	to	BJP	(Enough,	now	it	needs	to	be	the
BJP)	Janta	maaf	nahin	karegi	(people	will	not	forgive)	Snoopgate	social
media	dissemination	of	Rewari	speech	election	campaign	(2014)	message
supporting	NM’s	prime	ministerial	candidacy	necessity	for	NM

	NM	staying	in	control	quashing	the	NM	marriage	story	setting	the	party	agenda
WhatsApp	function	see	also	Facebook;	IT	(information	technology);	Twitter
Soho	Square	Special	Investigations	Team	(SIT)	speeches	Bankura	Stadium	by



NM
	‘Idea	of	India’	by	NM
	Independence	Day	by	NM
	Rewari	by	NM
	Talkatora	Stadium	by	Rahul	Gandhi	Varanasi	by	NM
	wide	coverage	in	media	and	social	media	see	also	rallies	The	Spin	Doctors
Diary	(Price)	Srivastava,	Aatish	on	inter-communal	violence	in	UP

Statue	of	Liberty	Statue	of	Unity	Steiner,	Michael	Sting	stock	market:
disappointment	with	budget	Straits	Times	Straw,	Jack	suicides	superstition
Supreme	Court	criminal	charges	against	ministers	sets	up	Special
Investigations	Team	into	Gujarat	riots	Supriyo,	Babul	surveillance	surveys
Swaraj,	Sushma	TAG

Talkatora	Stadium	Tata	Motors	Tata,	Ratan	Tata,	Sir	Ratan	tea	vendor	see	chai
wala	(tea	vendor),	NM

Team	Modi	technology	see	IT	(information	technology)	teleprompters
Tendulkar,	Sachin	Tewari,	Manish	Thakur,	Dinesh	Thapar,	Karan	Thatcher,
Margaret	Time	magazine	Times	of	India	TMC

Tully,	Mark	TV	interviews	carefully	planned	first	national	interview	campaign
by	NM

	NDTV	excluded	NM	walks	out	(2007)	NM	wary	of	Times	Now	Twitter	NM’s
friends	and	followers	tweeting	NM’s	speech	at	Bankura	Stadium	UK	India
Business	Council	undercover	missions	United	Nations	General	Assembly
United	Progressive	Alliance	(UPA)	UP	(Uttar	Pradesh)	see	Uttar	Pradesh
(UP)	US	Immigration	and	Nationality	Act	Uttar	Pradesh	(UP)	BJP	accused	of
igniting	antagonism	between	castes	or	religions	BJP	seats	booths	campaign
goodies	caps	for	campaign	caste	and	religion	caste	politics	‘dark	villages’

	economic	development	promised	by	the	BJP
	economic	migrants	electoral	significance	of	female	voters	geographic	and

population	complexity	historically	strong	base	for	Congress	Party	inter-
communal	violence	love	jihad	Modi	Aane	Wala	Hai	(‘Modi’s	arrival	is
imminent’)	Modi-Shah	strategy	of	Hindu	consolidation	NM	supports
development	for	Muslims	politics	of	poor	performance	in	state	by-elections
by	BJP

	role	of	BJP	in	inter-communal	violence	shifting	loyalties	state	legislative
elections	(2012)	untouched	by	economic	development	Vadodara	Vaishnav,
Milan	Vajpayee,	Atal	Bihari	Vajpayee,	Laxmikant	Varanasi	attraction	of	NM
to	women	voters	BJP	organises	campaign	drive	to	headquarters	BJP	rally



banned	in	Beniyabagh	area	brawls	between	younger	BJP	and	AAP	volunteers
celebration	of	BJP’s	election	victory	concerns	of	the	people	constituency
represented	by	NM

	crowds	to	hear	NM’s	speech	Hindu	and	Muslim	voters	NM	blames	Congress
Party	for	rally	ban	NM	wins	seat	nomination	day	video	adverts	of	campaign
drive	weavers	Varshney,	Ashutosh	Verma,	Dr	A.	K.

Verma,	Rajesh	Vibrant	Gujarat	Vivekananda,	Swami	volunteers	3D	hologram
posters	Art	of	Living	CAG	(Citizens	for	Accountable	Governance)	digital
campaign	IT	groups	New	Age	Volunteers	reasons	for	motivation	RSS
(Rashtriya	Swayamsevak	Sangh)	supporters	of	NM

voting	booths	Wankhede	Stadium	war	rooms	Weavers’	Cell	Wembley
Conference	Centre:	talk	given	by	NM

WhatsApp	women’s	safety	World	Bank	India’s	economic	growth	World
Economic	Outlook	Update	(IMF)	World	Economic	Situation	and	Prospects
(UN)	www.cobrapost.com	www.gulail.com	www.modimania.com
www.narendramodi.com	www.narendramodi.in	www.pappupedia.com
www.pheku.com	www.thenamostore.com	Yadav,	Akhilesh	Yogi	Adityanath,
Mahant	youth	animated	cartoons	during	ICC	World	Twenty20

	demands	from	politics	NM	takes	selfie	on	phone	for	NM’s	connection	with
representation	on	BJP’s	national	executive	understanding	voted
predominantly	for	the	BJP

YouTube	NM’s	Rewari	speech
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