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MARCHMARCH
SundaySunday
I’ve read that in ancient times they used to buryI’ve read that in ancient times they used to bury
kings and pharaohs with all their possessions.kings and pharaohs with all their possessions.
Back then I guess they thought you could takeBack then I guess they thought you could take
your things your things WITHWITH you into the afterlife. you into the afterlife.

Well, if I get buried with all Well, if I get buried with all MYMY junk, I might junk, I might
really really REGRETREGRET it later on. it later on.
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Mom’s having me do some spring cleaning to get ridMom’s having me do some spring cleaning to get rid
of things I don’t of things I don’t NEEDNEED. Well, that seemed like a. Well, that seemed like a
good idea until I realized just how much stuff I’vegood idea until I realized just how much stuff I’ve
actually actually GOTGOT..

I spent the whole morning going through myI spent the whole morning going through my
closet, and it’s crazy how much was packed in there.closet, and it’s crazy how much was packed in there.
And it’s not like it was And it’s not like it was ORGANIZEDORGANIZED or anything. or anything.
I’ve basically been throwing things in my closet sinceI’ve basically been throwing things in my closet since
we first moved in.we first moved in.
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Digging through my closet was like going throughDigging through my closet was like going through
my my CHILDHOODCHILDHOOD. And the farther back I. And the farther back I
went, the further back in went, the further back in TIMETIME it took me. it took me.

The stuff near the front of the closet was allThe stuff near the front of the closet was all
junk I tossed in there over the past year, likejunk I tossed in there over the past year, like
homework assignments and comic books. But afterhomework assignments and comic books. But after
I got those things out of the way, I startedI got those things out of the way, I started
finding stuff I finding stuff I FORGOTFORGOT about. about.

I found a model rocket I got for my tenthI found a model rocket I got for my tenth
birthday and a costume I wore for Halloween abirthday and a costume I wore for Halloween a
few years ago. And there was a bunch of otherfew years ago. And there was a bunch of other
things I didn’t even know I still had.things I didn’t even know I still had.
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When I dug a little When I dug a little DEEPER,DEEPER, I found something I found something
I thought I’d lost I thought I’d lost YEARSYEARS ago. It was a binder ago. It was a binder
full of stickers I collected in the third grade.full of stickers I collected in the third grade.

I used to be I used to be OBSESSEDOBSESSED with stickers, especially with stickers, especially
the scratch-and-sniff kind. I collected all thethe scratch-and-sniff kind. I collected all the
GOOD GOOD smells, like bubble gum and cotton candysmells, like bubble gum and cotton candy
and that sort of thing, but I had all the reallyand that sort of thing, but I had all the really
GROSS GROSS ones, too.ones, too.

So when a kid on my street wanted to know whatSo when a kid on my street wanted to know what
giraffe poop or rotten meat loaf smelled like,giraffe poop or rotten meat loaf smelled like,
they’d come to they’d come to MEME..
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One of these days I’m gonna write myOne of these days I’m gonna write my
AUTOBIOGRAPHAUTOBIOGRAPHYY, and it’s gonna include, and it’s gonna include
scratch-and-sniff stickers to mark all thescratch-and-sniff stickers to mark all the
different moments in my life.different moments in my life.
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I kept digging through my closet and found stuffI kept digging through my closet and found stuff
from from KINDERGARTENKINDERGARTEN, like a fish I made by, like a fish I made by
tracing my hand on a piece of construction paper.tracing my hand on a piece of construction paper.

I used to I used to LOVELOVE doing arts and crafts back doing arts and crafts back
then. And if anyone ever tried to then. And if anyone ever tried to BULLYBULLY me me
about it, they’d get a face full of glitter.about it, they’d get a face full of glitter.
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Another project I found in my closet was a giftAnother project I found in my closet was a gift
I made for my mom in preschool but never gaveI made for my mom in preschool but never gave
her. It was a paper flower with a picture of myher. It was a paper flower with a picture of my
face in the middle, glued to a popsicle stick.face in the middle, glued to a popsicle stick.

When I made the thing, I put it in a little clayWhen I made the thing, I put it in a little clay
pot filled with dirt. But I tripped on the frontpot filled with dirt. But I tripped on the front
step when I got home from school that day, andstep when I got home from school that day, and
that’s why I never gave it to her.that’s why I never gave it to her.





88

I was I was GLADGLAD when I finally reached the back when I finally reached the back
of my closet, but to be honest, I was a littleof my closet, but to be honest, I was a little
DISAPPOINTEDDISAPPOINTED, too., too.

When I was younger I read this book aboutWhen I was younger I read this book about
these kids who could visit a whole differentthese kids who could visit a whole different
WORLD WORLD by going through their closet, and Iby going through their closet, and I
always wondered if I might be able to do thealways wondered if I might be able to do the
same thing with same thing with MINEMINE..

But I thought that whoever lived on the otherBut I thought that whoever lived on the other
side might not be too happy with me for tossingside might not be too happy with me for tossing
all my all my JUNKJUNK in there over the years. in there over the years.
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When I told Mom I was done emptying my closetWhen I told Mom I was done emptying my closet
today, she said I needed to put everything intotoday, she said I needed to put everything into
three piles: one to keep, one to donate, andthree piles: one to keep, one to donate, and
one to throw away. But I figured if I had toone to throw away. But I figured if I had to
let go of any of my junk, I might as well makelet go of any of my junk, I might as well make
some some MONEYMONEY off of it. So I decided to have a off of it. So I decided to have a
YARD SALEYARD SALE..

Mom thought that was a Mom thought that was a GREATGREAT idea. So she idea. So she
gave me a magazine that had all sorts of tips forgave me a magazine that had all sorts of tips for
how to do it how to do it RIGHTRIGHT..
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All the ideas in the magazine were corny andAll the ideas in the magazine were corny and
old-fashioned, though. There was one section onold-fashioned, though. There was one section on
how to create a sign to get people to come tohow to create a sign to get people to come to
your yard sale, and all the examples they showedyour yard sale, and all the examples they showed
were really were really BORINGBORING..

I knew that if I wanted people to actually showI knew that if I wanted people to actually show
up at my yard sale, I needed to do something aup at my yard sale, I needed to do something a
little more little more EYE-CATCHINGEYE-CATCHING. So I whipped up a. So I whipped up a
sign I knew would do the trick.sign I knew would do the trick.
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I made a few copies of my sign and headed outI made a few copies of my sign and headed out
to post them around the neighborhood. But Momto post them around the neighborhood. But Mom
stopped me before I got out the front door.stopped me before I got out the front door.
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Mom made me make signs that were more like theMom made me make signs that were more like the
ones in the magazine, and after I was finished,ones in the magazine, and after I was finished,
I stapled them to some telephone poles on ourI stapled them to some telephone poles on our
street. Then I hauled everything down from mystreet. Then I hauled everything down from my
bedroom and started setting it all out on somebedroom and started setting it all out on some
plastic tables.plastic tables.

Each table had its own category, like “clothes”Each table had its own category, like “clothes”
and “books” and that kind of thing. But someand “books” and that kind of thing. But some
stuff wasn’t easy to categorize, so I had to getstuff wasn’t easy to categorize, so I had to get
creative.creative.

I had a bunch of gifts from my grandparents andI had a bunch of gifts from my grandparents and
older relatives that I’ve never even older relatives that I’ve never even TOUCHEDTOUCHED,,
so I put all those things together on one table.so I put all those things together on one table.





I also had a bunchI also had a bunch of birthday cards that were still of birthday cards that were still
in pretty good shape. So I used some white-outin pretty good shape. So I used some white-out
to cover my name and set them out on their ownto cover my name and set them out on their own
table.table.

I put all my broken toys on another table andI put all my broken toys on another table and
hoped some little kids who couldn’t hoped some little kids who couldn’t READREAD would would
come to the yard sale.come to the yard sale.
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I stuffed all my random items, like marbles andI stuffed all my random items, like marbles and
a few pencil stubs, into some tube socks anda few pencil stubs, into some tube socks and
thumbtacked them to a table.thumbtacked them to a table.

I also created a table full of things for peopleI also created a table full of things for people
who had money to burn.who had money to burn.
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I put all my old arts-and-crafts projects onI put all my old arts-and-crafts projects on
their own table, just in case some kids needed atheir own table, just in case some kids needed a
gift for their parents but didn’t want to put ingift for their parents but didn’t want to put in
the the TIMETIME..

While I was finishing up, Mom came outside toWhile I was finishing up, Mom came outside to
check out my yard sale, and she seemed prettycheck out my yard sale, and she seemed pretty
IMPRESSEDIMPRESSED. But she said I should hold on to. But she said I should hold on to
the things I made myself, since that stuff isthe things I made myself, since that stuff is
really really SPECIALSPECIAL..

I told Mom that if she wanted something, sheI told Mom that if she wanted something, she
could always buy it could always buy it HERSELFHERSELF. So she offered. So she offered
me three dollars for that paper flower I mademe three dollars for that paper flower I made
for her in preschool.for her in preschool.
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Mom seemed pretty eager to have that thing, andMom seemed pretty eager to have that thing, and
I could tell it was worth more than three bucksI could tell it was worth more than three bucks
to her. So I told Mom it was all hers for to her. So I told Mom it was all hers for TENTEN..

I guess I pushed my luck, though, because sheI guess I pushed my luck, though, because she
went back inside without buying went back inside without buying ANYTHINGANYTHING..

While I waited for customers to show up, IWhile I waited for customers to show up, I
started getting a little started getting a little NERVOUSNERVOUS. I realized. I realized
all my stuff was just lying out in the open, and Iall my stuff was just lying out in the open, and I
had no way to stop people from had no way to stop people from STEALINGSTEALING it. it.

So I called my best friend, Rowley Jefferson,So I called my best friend, Rowley Jefferson,
and asked him to come down and be my Theftand asked him to come down and be my Theft
Prevention Officer.Prevention Officer.
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But Rowley said he was supposed to do somethingBut Rowley said he was supposed to do something
with his dad this afternoon, so he couldn’t helpwith his dad this afternoon, so he couldn’t help
me with the yard sale.me with the yard sale.

I told him I’d promote him to Theft PreventionI told him I’d promote him to Theft Prevention
MANAGERMANAGER, and he’d even get to wear a, and he’d even get to wear a BADGE. BADGE.
Luckily, that did the trick.Luckily, that did the trick.

As soon as Rowley got to my house, he startedAs soon as Rowley got to my house, he started
asking about that asking about that BADGEBADGE. All I could find was. All I could find was
my old firefighter costume, but that seemed tomy old firefighter costume, but that seemed to
make him feel important.make him feel important.
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Rowley asked what he was supposed to Rowley asked what he was supposed to DODO as the as the
Theft Prevention Manager, and I said mostly heTheft Prevention Manager, and I said mostly he
needed to walk around and crack his knuckles toneeded to walk around and crack his knuckles to
make sure nobody got any funny ideas.make sure nobody got any funny ideas.

But Rowley wasn’t paying any attention to myBut Rowley wasn’t paying any attention to my
instructions, because he was distracted by a tableinstructions, because he was distracted by a table
that had a bunch of birthday gifts he’d gottenthat had a bunch of birthday gifts he’d gotten
me over the years.me over the years.

I’m pretty sure Rowley’s I’m pretty sure Rowley’s MOMMOM picks out my picks out my
presents, since they’re always things thatpresents, since they’re always things that
help you help you LEARNLEARN. And they’re all still in mint. And they’re all still in mint
condition, because I haven’t actually condition, because I haven’t actually OPENEDOPENED any any
of them.of them.
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I don’t know what made Rowley madder, the factI don’t know what made Rowley madder, the fact
that I was that I was SELLINGSELLING this stuff or the sign I this stuff or the sign I
put on the table.put on the table.

Rowley said I couldn’t sell those things becauseRowley said I couldn’t sell those things because
they were they were GIFTSGIFTS. I told him they were . I told him they were MINEMINE,,
so I could do whatever I so I could do whatever I WANTEDWANTED with them. with them.
And then we got into a big tug-of-war over theAnd then we got into a big tug-of-war over the
Magnet Fun set.Magnet Fun set.
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That’s when our first customers started toThat’s when our first customers started to
arrive. I told Rowley we could argue about thisarrive. I told Rowley we could argue about this
LATERLATER, but for, but for NOW  NOW we needed to act likewe needed to act like
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS..

At first just a few people showed up, butAt first just a few people showed up, but
after a while a lot after a while a lot MOREMORE came. And when they came. And when they
started checking out my stuff, I went into salesstarted checking out my stuff, I went into sales
mode.mode.

One lady seemed interested in a collector’s coinOne lady seemed interested in a collector’s coin
I got from my uncle, but she complained thatI got from my uncle, but she complained that
it was it was DENTEDDENTED. So I thought fast and told. So I thought fast and told
her the her the REASONREASON  it was dented was because it it was dented was because it
stopped a bullet in World War stopped a bullet in World War IIII..
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She didn’t seem to She didn’t seem to BELIEVEBELIEVE me, though, me, though,
probably because the coin was dated last year.probably because the coin was dated last year.

I spent a lot of time trying to close that deal,I spent a lot of time trying to close that deal,
and I started worrying that people were stealingand I started worrying that people were stealing
behind my back. Unfortunately my Theft Preventionbehind my back. Unfortunately my Theft Prevention
Manager was totally useless, because he was busyManager was totally useless, because he was busy
playing with the magnet set.playing with the magnet set.





I told Rowley he’d better start doing his I told Rowley he’d better start doing his JOBJOB
or he was gonna get or he was gonna get FIREDFIRED. But Rowley said it. But Rowley said it
wasn’t a wasn’t a REALREAL  job anyway, because he wasn’t job anyway, because he wasn’t
getting getting PAIDPAID..

I explained that I hadn’t I explained that I hadn’t SOLDSOLD anything yet anything yet
and didn’t have any and didn’t have any MONEYMONEY to pay him with. So to pay him with. So
when he said he was when he said he was LEAVINGLEAVING, I told him he, I told him he
could pick out one item from any table and could pick out one item from any table and THATTHAT
could be his payment.could be his payment.

Rowley seemed pretty excited about that idea, andRowley seemed pretty excited about that idea, and
I thought for I thought for SURESURE he’d choose the magnet set. he’d choose the magnet set.
But he headed straight for the Rare Items tableBut he headed straight for the Rare Items table
instead.instead.
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I explained that those things were for I explained that those things were for PAYINGPAYING
customers customers ONLYONLY, and that maybe he’d be, and that maybe he’d be
interested in something from the Fun Toys table.interested in something from the Fun Toys table.
But Rowley wouldn’t But Rowley wouldn’t BUDGEBUDGE..

Eventually he settled on the Vampire Bat Shield.Eventually he settled on the Vampire Bat Shield.
And I was And I was OKOK with that, because it was really with that, because it was really
just a broken umbrella. But now Rowley was sojust a broken umbrella. But now Rowley was so
worried about worried about BATSBATS that he couldn’t concentrate that he couldn’t concentrate
on his job.on his job.

While Rowley was fooling around with his stupidWhile Rowley was fooling around with his stupid
umbrella, I thought I saw a guy take an actionumbrella, I thought I saw a guy take an action
figure from the Collectibles table and stuff it infigure from the Collectibles table and stuff it in
his pocket. So I ran over to deal with him.his pocket. So I ran over to deal with him.
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But the only things in the guy’s pockets wereBut the only things in the guy’s pockets were
some used tissues and car keys.some used tissues and car keys.

I was glad I was staying I was glad I was staying ALERALERTT, though,, though,
because I headed off a major because I headed off a major DISASTERDISASTER. A. A
pickup truck pulled alongside the curb, and somepickup truck pulled alongside the curb, and some
guy from Whirley Street started piling my stuffguy from Whirley Street started piling my stuff
into the back.into the back.
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I asked him what he was I asked him what he was DOINGDOING, and he said, and he said
that since tomorrow was trash day, he thoughtthat since tomorrow was trash day, he thought
the stuff by the curb was up for grabs.the stuff by the curb was up for grabs.

But I didn’t have time to explain the concept ofBut I didn’t have time to explain the concept of
a yard sale to this guy, because all of a sudden Ia yard sale to this guy, because all of a sudden I
had an even had an even BIGGERBIGGER problem to deal with. problem to deal with.

It started to It started to RAINRAIN, and everyone was heading, and everyone was heading
back to their cars.back to their cars.

I was worried I might never get this manyI was worried I might never get this many
people to come to a yard sale again, and Ipeople to come to a yard sale again, and I
wanted to sell wanted to sell SOMETHINGSOMETHING to make all the to make all the
effort worth it. So I went around and markedeffort worth it. So I went around and marked
down the prices on every item.down the prices on every item.
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Then it started Then it started REALLYREALLY raining, and I knew I raining, and I knew I
was gonna have to do something was gonna have to do something DRASTICDRASTIC..

I threw a bunch of stuff into I threw a bunch of stuff into BOXESBOXES, and, and
offered even offered even biggerbigger discounts. But by then it discounts. But by then it
was too late anyway.was too late anyway.

I knew that if I didn’t get my stuff inside, itI knew that if I didn’t get my stuff inside, it
was all gonna get was all gonna get RUINEDRUINED. So I asked Rowley. So I asked Rowley
to keep his umbrella over my most valuable items whileto keep his umbrella over my most valuable items while
I ran everything else into the garage.I ran everything else into the garage.

But Rowley wasn’t any help at all.But Rowley wasn’t any help at all.
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He said his shift had just ended, and it was timeHe said his shift had just ended, and it was time
for him to go home.for him to go home.

So I was on my own. I tried carrying a box ofSo I was on my own. I tried carrying a box of
comic books into the garage, but by now the box wascomic books into the garage, but by now the box was
SOGGSOGGY,Y,  and the bottom gave out.and the bottom gave out.
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It took me about a hundred trips to getIt took me about a hundred trips to get
everything into the garage. But I probablyeverything into the garage. But I probably
shouldn’t have even shouldn’t have even BOTHEREBOTHEREDD, because most of, because most of
my stuff was already my stuff was already RUINEDRUINED..

I figured I could still make I figured I could still make ONEONE sale, though. sale, though.
I told Mom that paper flower was all hers forI told Mom that paper flower was all hers for
three bucks. Unfortunately by then she’d changedthree bucks. Unfortunately by then she’d changed
her mind.her mind.
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WednesdayWednesday
I’m actually kind of I’m actually kind of GLADGLAD nobody bought anything nobody bought anything
from my yard sale the other day, because if Ifrom my yard sale the other day, because if I
ever get ever get FAMOUSFAMOUS, that stuff is gonna be worth, that stuff is gonna be worth
a a LOTLOT more money than I was asking for it. more money than I was asking for it.

I’d feel pretty dumb if I sold one of my oldI’d feel pretty dumb if I sold one of my old
homework assignments for fifty cents and thenhomework assignments for fifty cents and then
someone auctioned it off later on for a fewsomeone auctioned it off later on for a few
thousand dollars.thousand dollars.

One day, they’ll probably make my childhood homeOne day, they’ll probably make my childhood home
into one of those places schools visit on field trips.into one of those places schools visit on field trips.
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And if And if THATTHAT happens, they’re gonna want to happens, they’re gonna want to
have all the authentic stuff I owned growing up.have all the authentic stuff I owned growing up.

The reason I’m not The reason I’m not ALREADYALREADY famous is because famous is because
when you’re a kid, they keep you busy with schoolwhen you’re a kid, they keep you busy with school
and homework, so there’s not a lot of time leftand homework, so there’s not a lot of time left
over to make a over to make a NAMENAME for yourself. for yourself.

But one of the ways a kid can actually get famousBut one of the ways a kid can actually get famous
is by becoming a is by becoming a HEROHERO. My parents watch the. My parents watch the
news every night, and there’s always a storynews every night, and there’s always a story
about a kid saving someone from choking orabout a kid saving someone from choking or
something like that.something like that.
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The problem is, those kinds of opportunities don’tThe problem is, those kinds of opportunities don’t
come around that come around that OFTENOFTEN. And believe me, I’ve. And believe me, I’ve
tried to put myself in the right place for thattried to put myself in the right place for that
sort of thing to happen.sort of thing to happen.
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But I’ve gotten kind of tired of But I’ve gotten kind of tired of WAITINGWAITING, so, so
I decided to try and create a situation where II decided to try and create a situation where I
was was GUARANTEEDGUARANTEED to be a hero. I figured if to be a hero. I figured if
I saved someone from a dog attack, they’d makeI saved someone from a dog attack, they’d make
a statue of me and put it in the town park, whicha statue of me and put it in the town park, which
would be pretty cool.would be pretty cool.

Rowley didn’t seem so sure about my idea when IRowley didn’t seem so sure about my idea when I
explained it to him. But when I said he’d be a partexplained it to him. But when I said he’d be a part
of the statue, too, he changed his tune.of the statue, too, he changed his tune.

So I got some bacon out of our refrigerator andSo I got some bacon out of our refrigerator and
had Rowley stuff it in his pockets. Then we wenthad Rowley stuff it in his pockets. Then we went
around the neighborhood looking for some around the neighborhood looking for some DOGSDOGS..
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We We DIDDID attract some dogs, but they weren’t the attract some dogs, but they weren’t the
kind I was kind I was LOOKINGLOOKING for. for.

Rowley got so nervous about the dogs followingRowley got so nervous about the dogs following
us that he us that he ATEATE the uncooked bacon, which I’ve the uncooked bacon, which I’ve
heard can be really heard can be really BADBAD for you. So I told his for you. So I told his
parents what happened, and they took him to aparents what happened, and they took him to a
doctor just to be sure.doctor just to be sure.
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I guess I saved Rowley’s life after all, whichI guess I saved Rowley’s life after all, which
does sort of make me a hero, if you think aboutdoes sort of make me a hero, if you think about
it. But I don’t know if that’s really the kind ofit. But I don’t know if that’s really the kind of
thing they make into a statue.thing they make into a statue.

Maybe I’m thinking too Maybe I’m thinking too SMALLSMALL with this statue with this statue
idea, anyway. If I do something idea, anyway. If I do something REALLYREALLY big, big,
they’ll make my birthday into a national holiday.they’ll make my birthday into a national holiday.

That would be pretty awesome, because thenThat would be pretty awesome, because then
everyone will get the day off from school andeveryone will get the day off from school and
work, and they’ll have work, and they’ll have MEME to thank for it. to thank for it.
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The thing is, whenever there’s a day off fromThe thing is, whenever there’s a day off from
school for a national holiday, I never evenschool for a national holiday, I never even
THINK THINK about the person it’s named after. I justabout the person it’s named after. I just
hope that on hope that on MYMY holiday, people will spend the holiday, people will spend the
whole day reflecting on my life.whole day reflecting on my life.

But with But with MYMY luck they’ll just use it as an luck they’ll just use it as an
opportunity to sell furniture or something.opportunity to sell furniture or something.
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APRILAPRIL
SundaySunday
All the rain we’ve been getting has been makingAll the rain we’ve been getting has been making
everything grow like crazy. And that reallyeverything grow like crazy. And that really
stinks, because it’s stinks, because it’s MYMY  job to weed our garden. job to weed our garden.

I don’t know why Mom gave me this job, becauseI don’t know why Mom gave me this job, because
she knows I’m she knows I’m BADBAD at it. I can’t tell the at it. I can’t tell the
difference between a weed and something that’sdifference between a weed and something that’s
SUPPOSED SUPPOSED to be in the garden, and I keepto be in the garden, and I keep
ripping up the wrong stuff by mistake.ripping up the wrong stuff by mistake.

I’m still not convinced there actually I’m still not convinced there actually ISIS  a a
difference between a weed and a plant. I betdifference between a weed and a plant. I bet
there are places in the world where people thinkthere are places in the world where people think
ASPARAGUS ASPARAGUS is a weed, and right now there’sis a weed, and right now there’s
some kid my age busting his hump pulling it up.some kid my age busting his hump pulling it up.
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I don’t understand why I don’t understand why GRASSGRASS isn’t considered isn’t considered
a weed, because it sure looks like one to a weed, because it sure looks like one to MEME. But. But
people like my dad spend their entire weekendspeople like my dad spend their entire weekends
trying to get their lawn to look just right so theytrying to get their lawn to look just right so they
can impress their neighbors.can impress their neighbors.

I’ll tell you this: When I get a place of myI’ll tell you this: When I get a place of my
OWNOWN, I’m gonna , I’m gonna PAVE PAVE the whole yard. Thatthe whole yard. That
way I can spend my weekends way I can spend my weekends ENJOYINGENJOYING
myself.myself.
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I’m gonna save a I’m gonna save a TONTON of money by paving the of money by paving the
yard. My dad spends a yard. My dad spends a FORTUNEFORTUNE on lawn on lawn
fertilizer, and I don’t think that stuff’s fertilizer, and I don’t think that stuff’s GOODGOOD
for you. And the proof is my neighbor Fregley,for you. And the proof is my neighbor Fregley,
who’s always out in his yard right after they spray.who’s always out in his yard right after they spray.

I’m pretty sure all those lawn chemicals can messI’m pretty sure all those lawn chemicals can mess
with your with your GENESGENES. So if I end up with a third. So if I end up with a third
eye or something, I’m gonna blame my eye or something, I’m gonna blame my PARENTSPARENTS..
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When I have my own place, When I have my own place, EVERYTHINGEVERYTHING’’SS
gonna be different. And I’m not just talkinggonna be different. And I’m not just talking
about the about the LAWNLAWN, either., either.

I I USEDUSED to think I wanted to live in a big to think I wanted to live in a big
mansion with a giant gate around it. But thenmansion with a giant gate around it. But then
I realized if I was famous, everyone would knowI realized if I was famous, everyone would know
where I where I LIVEDLIVED..
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So my So my NEWNEW plan is to build a really  plan is to build a really SMALLSMALL
house that doesn’t attract a lot of attention.house that doesn’t attract a lot of attention.
And then all the And then all the GOODGOOD stuff will be stuff will be
UNDERGROUNDUNDERGROUND..

I’ve got ideas for what’s gonna go on each level.I’ve got ideas for what’s gonna go on each level.
In fact, I just finished designing the fifth floorIn fact, I just finished designing the fifth floor
last week, and it’s probably my last week, and it’s probably my FAVORITEFAVORITE..
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I’m a little worried about living I’m a little worried about living UNDERGROUNDUNDERGROUND,,
though, because my brother Rodrick lives in ourthough, because my brother Rodrick lives in our
basement, and I’m not sure that’s basement, and I’m not sure that’s healthyhealthy..
So I’m gonna have tons of screens that So I’m gonna have tons of screens that LOOKLOOK
like windows to make it feel like I’m living on thelike windows to make it feel like I’m living on the
surface.surface.

My house is gonna be My house is gonna be BIGBIG, so it’ll take me a, so it’ll take me a
while to get from place to place. That’s why I’mwhile to get from place to place. That’s why I’m
planning on having moving sidewalks everywhere.planning on having moving sidewalks everywhere.





My bathtub is gonna be made of glass, and it’ll sitMy bathtub is gonna be made of glass, and it’ll sit
inside a giant aquarium so I can feel like I’m ininside a giant aquarium so I can feel like I’m in
the the OCEANOCEAN..
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My security system is gonna be My security system is gonna be SUPERSUPER  high high
tech. I’ve designed all sorts of booby traps fortech. I’ve designed all sorts of booby traps for
anyone who tries to get inside.anyone who tries to get inside.

And if someone gets past the front door, I’llAnd if someone gets past the front door, I’ll
just wait them out in my panic room, which isjust wait them out in my panic room, which is
gonna have steel walls that are three feet thick.gonna have steel walls that are three feet thick.
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Every so often I’ll probably have a party orEvery so often I’ll probably have a party or
something so people can see how awesome my housesomething so people can see how awesome my house
is. But if they stay too is. But if they stay too LATELATE, I’ll have a way to, I’ll have a way to
get them out of there and back up to street level.get them out of there and back up to street level.

All this stuff is gonna be All this stuff is gonna be EXPENSIVEEXPENSIVE, so, so
it’s going to take a while for me to save enoughit’s going to take a while for me to save enough
money to make it happen. But I figure it can’tmoney to make it happen. But I figure it can’t
hurt to start planning hurt to start planning NOWNOW..





FridayFriday
I was doing my homework last night when DadI was doing my homework last night when Dad
called me downstairs. Mom was at the kitchencalled me downstairs. Mom was at the kitchen
table, and she seemed pretty upset.table, and she seemed pretty upset.

Dad told us Great Aunt Reba passed away in herDad told us Great Aunt Reba passed away in her
sleep. I have a sleep. I have a LOTLOT of great aunts, though, and of great aunts, though, and
at first I couldn’t remember which one she was.at first I couldn’t remember which one she was.

Mom reminded me that Aunt Reba was the oneMom reminded me that Aunt Reba was the one
who used to send me angry letters when I forgotwho used to send me angry letters when I forgot
to write her thank-you notes for my birthdayto write her thank-you notes for my birthday
money. And then I knew money. And then I knew EXACTLYEXACTLY which one which one
she was.she was.

I guess I guess MANNYMANNY remembered Aunt Reba, because remembered Aunt Reba, because
he seemed pretty upset she had died.he seemed pretty upset she had died.

4646
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So tonight Mom read him a book she read to So tonight Mom read him a book she read to MEME
when Meemaw passed away.when Meemaw passed away.

Mom has a whole Mom has a whole SHELFSHELF of these Preston Platypus of these Preston Platypus
books, and each one covers a different topic.books, and each one covers a different topic.
She’d pull one out every time I’d have to deal withShe’d pull one out every time I’d have to deal with
something something NEWNEW..





4848

When I found the books in Mom’s closet, I readWhen I found the books in Mom’s closet, I read
them all in one afternoon. I probably shouldn’tthem all in one afternoon. I probably shouldn’t
have done that, though, because those bookshave done that, though, because those books
turned me into a nervous turned me into a nervous WRECKWRECK..
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One of the books was about how Preston PlatypusOne of the books was about how Preston Platypus
was sad that a tree in his yard died and had towas sad that a tree in his yard died and had to
be cut down. Well, when my parents said theybe cut down. Well, when my parents said they
needed to take down a dead tree in needed to take down a dead tree in OUROUR yard, yard,
I was a total I was a total messmess..

So my parents decided So my parents decided NOTNOT to chop it down. to chop it down.
But then a few weeks later the tree fell in aBut then a few weeks later the tree fell in a
windstorm and took out half our deck.windstorm and took out half our deck.
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The Preston Platypus books all follow the sameThe Preston Platypus books all follow the same
basic formula. At first, Preston’s worried aboutbasic formula. At first, Preston’s worried about
something, and then his mom tells him things aresomething, and then his mom tells him things are
gonna be gonna be OKOK, and she turns out to be , and she turns out to be RIGHTRIGHT..

I guess the reason I kept reading those booksI guess the reason I kept reading those books
was because I always hoped there would be a bigwas because I always hoped there would be a big
TWIST TWIST at the end. And then I’d be disappointedat the end. And then I’d be disappointed
when there when there WASNWASN’’TT..

So I started coming up with my So I started coming up with my OWNOWN endings to endings to
the books. And when Mom saw what I drew in thethe books. And when Mom saw what I drew in the
back of “Preston Platypus Goes to the Zoo,” sheback of “Preston Platypus Goes to the Zoo,” she
took me to see a counselor.took me to see a counselor.
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SaturdaySaturday
Today was Aunt Reba’s funeral. Mom said we hadToday was Aunt Reba’s funeral. Mom said we had
to go because Aunt Reba didn’t have much family,to go because Aunt Reba didn’t have much family,
so we needed to show our support.so we needed to show our support.

She told us we all had to wear She told us we all had to wear BLACKBLACK to the to the
funeral, but when Rodrick came out wearing thefuneral, but when Rodrick came out wearing the
outfit he wore to his last rock concert, Mom madeoutfit he wore to his last rock concert, Mom made
him go back inside and him go back inside and CHANGECHANGE..

That’s why we were fifteen minutes late to theThat’s why we were fifteen minutes late to the
funeral. When we got there, the service had alreadyfuneral. When we got there, the service had already
started, so we just stood in the back behind astarted, so we just stood in the back behind a
crowd of people. I’d never been in a cemeterycrowd of people. I’d never been in a cemetery
for that for that LONGLONG  before, so I felt a little before, so I felt a little
NERVOUSNERVOUS..
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That’s because Rodrick always says that when youThat’s because Rodrick always says that when you
go by a cemetery, you need to hold your breathgo by a cemetery, you need to hold your breath
so you don’t swallow a so you don’t swallow a GHOSTGHOST. Well, I held. Well, I held
my breath for as long as I my breath for as long as I COULDCOULD today, but today, but
there was no there was no WAYWAY I could make it through the I could make it through the
whole funeral.whole funeral.

I just hope I didn’t swallow any ghosts, becauseI just hope I didn’t swallow any ghosts, because
middle school is hard middle school is hard ENOUGHENOUGH without being without being
possessed by a person from the 1600s.possessed by a person from the 1600s.
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Some of the tombstones had quotes on them, andSome of the tombstones had quotes on them, and
that got me thinking about what I want writtenthat got me thinking about what I want written
on on MINEMINE. Hopefully I’ll say something really. Hopefully I’ll say something really
WISE WISE right before I die, and they’ll carve myright before I die, and they’ll carve my
last words onto my tombstone.last words onto my tombstone.

But I’ll probably say something really But I’ll probably say something really DUMBDUMB,,
and they’ll use it anyway.and they’ll use it anyway.

I’ve got a lot of questions about what happensI’ve got a lot of questions about what happens
to you after you die. For one thing, I wannato you after you die. For one thing, I wanna
know how you know how you LOOKLOOK in the afterlife. in the afterlife.





5454

If everyone’s appearance is frozen when they passIf everyone’s appearance is frozen when they pass
away, then Heaven probably looks a lot like Leisureaway, then Heaven probably looks a lot like Leisure
Towers.Towers.

I wanna know what you I wanna know what you WEARWEAR up in Heaven, up in Heaven,
too. If you’re stuck in the clothes you had ontoo. If you’re stuck in the clothes you had on
just before you died, I seriously hope nothing badjust before you died, I seriously hope nothing bad
happens to me on happens to me on HALLOWEENHALLOWEEN..
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I’ll tell you this: I wanna stay alive for as long asI’ll tell you this: I wanna stay alive for as long as
I can. But I wouldn’t want to live I can. But I wouldn’t want to live FOREVERFOREVER..

Whenever you see a movie about someone whoWhenever you see a movie about someone who
becomes becomes IMMORTALIMMORTAL, there’s always a , there’s always a CATCHCATCH
that totally ruins it.that totally ruins it.

When a person is immortal, they always have toWhen a person is immortal, they always have to
HIDE HIDE it from everyone else. I guess if peopleit from everyone else. I guess if people
know you can’t die, they treat you like aknow you can’t die, they treat you like a
MONSTER MONSTER or something.or something.
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But if I was immortal, I wouldn’t even But if I was immortal, I wouldn’t even TRYTRY to to
hide it. In fact, I’d mention it every chance Ihide it. In fact, I’d mention it every chance I
COULD.COULD.

In school we learned about the world’s religionsIn school we learned about the world’s religions
and how everyone believes different things. Inand how everyone believes different things. In
some places, they believe that when you die, yousome places, they believe that when you die, you
get reborn as someone get reborn as someone ELSEELSE..

Some people think you can come back as a totallySome people think you can come back as a totally
different creature, like an animal or an insect ordifferent creature, like an animal or an insect or
something. And something. And WHATWHAT you come back as depends you come back as depends
on if you were on if you were GOODGOOD or  or BADBAD..

Well, that actually makes me a little worried,Well, that actually makes me a little worried,
because I’ve done a few things in my life I’m notbecause I’ve done a few things in my life I’m not
that proud of.that proud of.
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And if And if PLANTSPLANTS have feelings, then I could have feelings, then I could
REALLY REALLY be in trouble.be in trouble.

Hopefully there’s still enough time for me to makeHopefully there’s still enough time for me to make
things right. Because I seriously don’t want tothings right. Because I seriously don’t want to
come back as a dung beetle in my next life.come back as a dung beetle in my next life.
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Mom told us Aunt Reba didn’t have a lot ofMom told us Aunt Reba didn’t have a lot of
family, but she did have lots of family, but she did have lots of FRIENDSFRIENDS, which, which
would explain why there were so many people atwould explain why there were so many people at
her funeral.her funeral.

Well, I’d better start adding some new friendsWell, I’d better start adding some new friends
MYSELMYSELFF, or I’m not gonna draw much of a, or I’m not gonna draw much of a
crowd when it’s all over for me.crowd when it’s all over for me.

When the service ended today, everyone startedWhen the service ended today, everyone started
to leave. I thought I’d recognize to leave. I thought I’d recognize SOMESOME people, people,
because I know that Aunt Reba had a couplebecause I know that Aunt Reba had a couple
of sisters who are still alive. But I didn’t seeof sisters who are still alive. But I didn’t see
ANYBODY ANYBODY I knew, which was weird.I knew, which was weird.
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Mom seemed confused, too. When the crowdMom seemed confused, too. When the crowd
thinned out, we made our way to the gravesite.thinned out, we made our way to the gravesite.
And that’s when we figured out we’d been at theAnd that’s when we figured out we’d been at the
WRONG FUNERALWRONG FUNERAL..

By the time we got to Aunt Reba’s grave, theBy the time we got to Aunt Reba’s grave, the
ceremony was over and everyone was already gone.ceremony was over and everyone was already gone.

All I can say is, I hope Aunt Reba wasAll I can say is, I hope Aunt Reba was
looking down from Heaven and having a goodlooking down from Heaven and having a good
laugh about us missing her funeral. But fromlaugh about us missing her funeral. But from
what I remember about her, she wasn’t reallywhat I remember about her, she wasn’t really
the type of person to have a good laugh aboutthe type of person to have a good laugh about
ANYTHINGANYTHING..
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MondayMonday
During dinner tonight, Mom said we needed toDuring dinner tonight, Mom said we needed to
have a family meeting. And family meetings arehave a family meeting. And family meetings are
never much never much FUNFUN..

Mom told us Aunt Reba lived a really humble lifeMom told us Aunt Reba lived a really humble life
in a small apartment, but that she had beenin a small apartment, but that she had been
careful with her money and made some reallycareful with her money and made some really
smart investments. Well, I had smart investments. Well, I had NONO  idea why idea why
Mom was telling us all this.Mom was telling us all this.

But then came the big news. Mom said that AuntBut then came the big news. Mom said that Aunt
Reba left all her money to her Reba left all her money to her FAMILYFAMILY. And it. And it
took me a second to realize that included took me a second to realize that included USUS..

Apparently, when you find out this sort of newsApparently, when you find out this sort of news
you’re not supposed to act you’re not supposed to act HAPPYHAPPY about it, about it,
because I guess that’s disrespectful to the personbecause I guess that’s disrespectful to the person
who passed away. But nobody told us who passed away. But nobody told us KIDSKIDS that. that.
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After Mom got us to settle down, she said weAfter Mom got us to settle down, she said we
needed to have a serious discussion about what toneeded to have a serious discussion about what to
do with our do with our INHERITANCEINHERITANCE..

I already knew I already knew EXACTLYEXACTLY how I was gonna how I was gonna
spend spend MYMY share. share.
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Rodrick said he wanted to use Rodrick said he wanted to use HISHIS share to buy a share to buy a
tour bus for his band, and Dad wanted to buy sometour bus for his band, and Dad wanted to buy some
really expensive figurines for his Civil War diorama.really expensive figurines for his Civil War diorama.
Manny wanted to use Manny wanted to use HISHIS money to fill up his money to fill up his
bedroom with chocolate pudding for some reason.bedroom with chocolate pudding for some reason.

But Mom shot down everyone’s ideas. She saidBut Mom shot down everyone’s ideas. She said
we were making this decision as a we were making this decision as a FAMILYFAMILY, and, and
whatever we did with the money was gonna havewhatever we did with the money was gonna have
to benefit to benefit EVERYBODYEVERYBODY..

Then she told us Then she told us HERHER idea, which was to use the idea, which was to use the
money for money for HOME IMPROVEMENTSHOME IMPROVEMENTS..
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Everyone else thought that was a really Everyone else thought that was a really BORINGBORING
idea, but not idea, but not MEME. I ran upstairs to get the. I ran upstairs to get the
blueprints for my dream house, and I wentblueprints for my dream house, and I went
through them, floor by floor.through them, floor by floor.

But Mom said the money Aunt Reba left usBut Mom said the money Aunt Reba left us
wouldn’t even pay for the ice-skating rink Iwouldn’t even pay for the ice-skating rink I
designed for the second level. So I tried out somedesigned for the second level. So I tried out some
of my of my LESSLESS expensive ideas, like the couch with a expensive ideas, like the couch with a
built-in toilet.built-in toilet.
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Mom wasn’t crazy aboutMom wasn’t crazy about  THOSETHOSE ideas, either. She ideas, either. She
said she was thinking about using the money for ansaid she was thinking about using the money for an
ADDITIONADDITION. Well, that sounded like a . Well, that sounded like a GREATGREAT
idea to idea to MEME. I figured if we added two more. I figured if we added two more
stories to the top of our house, then everyone instories to the top of our house, then everyone in
the family could have their own the family could have their own FLOORFLOOR..
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Rodrick wanted to make the addition into aRodrick wanted to make the addition into a
recording studio, and Dad wanted to make it allrecording studio, and Dad wanted to make it all
glass so he could show off his Civil War diorama toglass so he could show off his Civil War diorama to
the neighbors.the neighbors.

Manny had his Manny had his OWNOWN idea for what to put in idea for what to put in
the addition, but I think it was mostly just thethe addition, but I think it was mostly just the
chocolate pudding thing again.chocolate pudding thing again.

Of course Mom didn’t like any of Of course Mom didn’t like any of OUROUR ideas, and ideas, and
she said she had a totally she said she had a totally DIFFERENTDIFFERENT plan for plan for
what the addition should be.what the addition should be.
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Mom said she’s always wanted a bigger Mom said she’s always wanted a bigger KITCHENKITCHEN,,
and she was really excited to use the money forand she was really excited to use the money for
THATTHAT..

None of us really liked that idea, though, and weNone of us really liked that idea, though, and we
kept brainstorming kept brainstorming OTHEROTHER things we could put things we could put
in there.in there.

But now Mom was But now Mom was MADMAD. She said she was the only. She said she was the only
person in the family who ever sent Aunt Reba aperson in the family who ever sent Aunt Reba a
thank-you note for anything, so thank-you note for anything, so SHESHE was gonna was gonna
decide how to use the money. And for some reason,decide how to use the money. And for some reason,
that was the end of the conversation.that was the end of the conversation.
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See, this is why leaving your relatives money is a badSee, this is why leaving your relatives money is a bad
idea. All it does is make everyone idea. All it does is make everyone MISERABLEMISERABLE..

I’m not planning on leaving I’m not planning on leaving ANYANY  money behind money behind
when I go. I’m gonna spend every last cent sowhen I go. I’m gonna spend every last cent so
there’s nothing left for people to there’s nothing left for people to FIGHTFIGHT  over. over.

I can I can GUARANTEEGUARANTEE that me and my brothers that me and my brothers
are gonna fight over whatever inheritance we getare gonna fight over whatever inheritance we get
from Mom and Dad. And I’m from Mom and Dad. And I’m ALREADYALREADY worried worried
that I’m not gonna get my fair share.that I’m not gonna get my fair share.
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That’s because when I first learned to write myThat’s because when I first learned to write my
name, Rodrick made me sign a bunch of pieces ofname, Rodrick made me sign a bunch of pieces of
paper. And who paper. And who KNOWSKNOWS what kinds of things what kinds of things
I agreed to back then.I agreed to back then.

Rodrick always says he’s the “firstborn,” so he’llRodrick always says he’s the “firstborn,” so he’ll
get our parents’ house and all their get our parents’ house and all their MONEYMONEY,,
too. But I don’t think it works like thattoo. But I don’t think it works like that
anymore.anymore.
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If he’s If he’s RIGHTRIGHT, though, then I’m glad I’m the, though, then I’m glad I’m the
SECOND SECOND in line and not the in line and not the THIRDTHIRD, because, because
Manny’s got Manny’s got NONO chance at getting any money chance at getting any money
with two older brothers in front of him. Andwith two older brothers in front of him. And
that’s the reason I always watch my back aroundthat’s the reason I always watch my back around
that kid.that kid.
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MAYMAY
SaturdaySaturday
The great thing about this addition is that itThe great thing about this addition is that it
gives me something to brag about to Rowley on ourgives me something to brag about to Rowley on our
way to school.way to school.

I told him how our new kitchen is gonna haveI told him how our new kitchen is gonna have
granite countertops and a tile floor and brand-newgranite countertops and a tile floor and brand-new
appliances. But instead of getting appliances. But instead of getting JEALOUSJEALOUS, he, he
acted acted HAPPYHAPPY for me. So I don’t understand what for me. So I don’t understand what
kind of game he’s playing.kind of game he’s playing.

Rowley’s house is newer than ours, and it’s a lotRowley’s house is newer than ours, and it’s a lot
BIGGERBIGGER, too., too.
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And that’s not right, because Rowley’s an onlyAnd that’s not right, because Rowley’s an only
child, so he doesn’t even child, so he doesn’t even NEEDNEED all that room. all that room.

Back when Rowley first moved in, I told himBack when Rowley first moved in, I told him
we should trade houses to make things morewe should trade houses to make things more
FAIRFAIR. Rowley thought that was a good idea,. Rowley thought that was a good idea,
but unfortunately his dad but unfortunately his dad DIDNDIDN’’TT. And I think. And I think
that’s what got me and Mr. Jefferson started offthat’s what got me and Mr. Jefferson started off
on the wrong foot.on the wrong foot.

Anyway, I’m actually getting kind of Anyway, I’m actually getting kind of EXCITEDEXCITED
for construction to begin, because it’s gonna befor construction to begin, because it’s gonna be
NICE NICE having some more space. But I guesshaving some more space. But I guess
they’ve gotta do a bunch of paperwork before theythey’ve gotta do a bunch of paperwork before they
can get started for real.can get started for real.
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Dad wants to fix a few things around the houseDad wants to fix a few things around the house
before construction begins anyway, and he wants mebefore construction begins anyway, and he wants me
and Rodrick to and Rodrick to HELPHELP him. him.

Dad says once me and Rodrick get our Dad says once me and Rodrick get our OWNOWN
places, we’re gonna have to know how to do repairsplaces, we’re gonna have to know how to do repairs
OURSELVESOURSELVES. I keep telling Dad that by the. I keep telling Dad that by the
time we’re time we’re HISHIS age, we won’t  age, we won’t HAVEHAVE to fix things to fix things
ourselves. But he never seems to want to hear it.ourselves. But he never seems to want to hear it.

Whenever Whenever Dad Dad tries to teach me how to do somethingtries to teach me how to do something
new, I always have trouble following along. A couplenew, I always have trouble following along. A couple
of weeks ago he showed me and Rodrick how toof weeks ago he showed me and Rodrick how to
change a tire, but I guess I lost interest when hechange a tire, but I guess I lost interest when he
started talking about lug nuts and air pressure.started talking about lug nuts and air pressure.
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Dad was frustrated I wasn’t paying attention,Dad was frustrated I wasn’t paying attention,
and he asked me what I’m gonna do if I everand he asked me what I’m gonna do if I ever
get stuck by the side of the road with a flat tire.get stuck by the side of the road with a flat tire.
I told him I’m planning on buying a I told him I’m planning on buying a WHISTLEWHISTLE,,
and I’ll just blow it if I ever need help.and I’ll just blow it if I ever need help.
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I guess that was the wrong answer, though,I guess that was the wrong answer, though,
because since then Dad’s been on my case to learnbecause since then Dad’s been on my case to learn
how to do things for how to do things for MYSELFMYSELF..

Today Dad said he was gonna teach me howToday Dad said he was gonna teach me how
to “snake a drain,” which didn’t sound liketo “snake a drain,” which didn’t sound like
fun to fun to MEME. And when I found out it was a. And when I found out it was a
PLUMBING PLUMBING thing, I gotthing, I got SCARED SCARED..

I’ve had a fear of plumbing ever since I wasI’ve had a fear of plumbing ever since I was
a little kid. It’s all because I overheard Moma little kid. It’s all because I overheard Mom
talking to Dad outside my bedroom just after wetalking to Dad outside my bedroom just after we
moved in.moved in.





What I didn’t know What I didn’t know THENTHEN was that grout is the was that grout is the
gritty stuff between the bathroom tiles. But whengritty stuff between the bathroom tiles. But when
Mom said that word, it put a picture in my mind.Mom said that word, it put a picture in my mind.

Since I’d never Since I’d never SEENSEEN the Grout, I figured it the Grout, I figured it
must hide in the pipes whenever I walked into themust hide in the pipes whenever I walked into the
bathroom. So that made me nervous around faucetsbathroom. So that made me nervous around faucets
and drains.and drains.
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I was scared that one day the Grout was gonnaI was scared that one day the Grout was gonna
grab one of my ankles when I was in the showergrab one of my ankles when I was in the shower
and pull me down the drain.and pull me down the drain.

And I didn’t feel safe in Mom and Dad’sAnd I didn’t feel safe in Mom and Dad’s
bathroom, either, because I figured the Groutbathroom, either, because I figured the Grout
could just slither through the pipes and get me incould just slither through the pipes and get me in
THERE THERE if it wanted to.if it wanted to.

I thought maybe I could at least stop theI thought maybe I could at least stop the
Grout from getting out of the faucets byGrout from getting out of the faucets by
BLOCKING BLOCKING them. So one day I went aroundthem. So one day I went around
the house putting balloons over all of the nozzles,the house putting balloons over all of the nozzles,
which turned out to be a pretty dumb move nowwhich turned out to be a pretty dumb move now
that I think about it.that I think about it.
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I knew I needed a way to I knew I needed a way to DEFENDDEFEND myself if myself if
the Grout ever came after me while I was usingthe Grout ever came after me while I was using
the bathroom. And I found the perfect weaponthe bathroom. And I found the perfect weapon
in the cabinet underneath the sink.in the cabinet underneath the sink.

From then on, if I was in the bathroom, I wasFrom then on, if I was in the bathroom, I was
ARMEDARMED..

But later I started to worry that the GroutBut later I started to worry that the Grout
might slip out of the bathroom and get me in mymight slip out of the bathroom and get me in my
BEDROOMBEDROOM..
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And a few times I was sure it was actually rightAnd a few times I was sure it was actually right
there in the room there in the room WITHWITH me. me.

But when I woke up in the morning, the GroutBut when I woke up in the morning, the Grout
was was GONEGONE..

Finally, I told Mom I was too scared to sleepFinally, I told Mom I was too scared to sleep
alone because I was afraid of the Grout.alone because I was afraid of the Grout.
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Mom thought the whole thing was Mom thought the whole thing was HILARIOUSHILARIOUS
and showed me what grout and showed me what grout REALLYREALLY was. was.

Then she told me that a monster is only real if youThen she told me that a monster is only real if you
BELIEVE BELIEVE in it, and if I stopped thinking thein it, and if I stopped thinking the
Grout was real, it would Grout was real, it would DISAPPEARDISAPPEAR..

I realized that was I realized that was EXACTLYEXACTLY what the Grout what the Grout
would would WANTWANT me to think, and I wondered if me to think, and I wondered if
the Grout was actually pretending to be the Grout was actually pretending to be MOMMOM..

So from that point on, I kept my bedroom doorSo from that point on, I kept my bedroom door
LOCKEDLOCKED, just in case., just in case.
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Eventually I guess I Eventually I guess I DIDDID stop believing in stop believing in
the Grout. Well, at least until the Grout. Well, at least until TODATODAYY, when, when
Dad unclogged the drain and pulled out a globDad unclogged the drain and pulled out a glob
of of HAIRHAIR. And for . And for MEME, that’s all the proof I, that’s all the proof I
NEEDEDNEEDED..

I spent the rest of the day locked in my room.I spent the rest of the day locked in my room.
And that was where I planned on And that was where I planned on STAYINGSTAYING,,
at least until Dad took my door off the hingesat least until Dad took my door off the hinges
with a screwdriver.with a screwdriver.

I didn’t even know you could I didn’t even know you could DODO that. So Dad that. So Dad
should be happy, because he actually taught meshould be happy, because he actually taught me
something something NEWNEW today. today.
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SundaySunday
This morning, Dad woke me and Rodrick up earlyThis morning, Dad woke me and Rodrick up early
and told us we had to go with him to the homeand told us we had to go with him to the home
improvement store. He said he had a day of choresimprovement store. He said he had a day of chores
lined up for us, and we needed to get some supplies.lined up for us, and we needed to get some supplies.

It’s been a while since we went to the homeIt’s been a while since we went to the home
improvement store, and the last time we wereimprovement store, and the last time we were
there, we got kicked out. That’s because Mannythere, we got kicked out. That’s because Manny
used the toilet on the display floor.used the toilet on the display floor.

Dad went off to find stuff to fix the washingDad went off to find stuff to fix the washing
machine, and he sent me and Rodrick to get somemachine, and he sent me and Rodrick to get some
other things, like wood stain and paintbrushes.other things, like wood stain and paintbrushes.
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I’ll tell you this: If there’s ever a zombie invasionI’ll tell you this: If there’s ever a zombie invasion
or something like that, I’m heading or something like that, I’m heading STRAIGHTSTRAIGHT
for the home improvement store. Because there’sfor the home improvement store. Because there’s
stuff in there that can do some stuff in there that can do some SERIOUSSERIOUS damage. damage.

When we got back home, Dad told me andWhen we got back home, Dad told me and
Rodrick we were gonna stain the deck. He saidRodrick we were gonna stain the deck. He said
we’d have to paint around the hot tub since itwe’d have to paint around the hot tub since it
was too heavy to move.was too heavy to move.

Honestly,Honestly, I  I wish we never wish we never GOTGOT the hot tub, the hot tub,
because that thing has been nothing butbecause that thing has been nothing but
TROUBLETROUBLE..
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This winter, the hot tub almost This winter, the hot tub almost KILLEDKILLED me, me,
not not ONCEONCE, but , but TWICETWICE..

One night we had a big storm, and the strapOne night we had a big storm, and the strap
holding down the hot tub cover came undone. Soholding down the hot tub cover came undone. So
Dad told me I had to get out there and Dad told me I had to get out there and FIXFIX it. it.

After I got on After I got on all myall my winter gear, I went winter gear, I went
outside to deal outside to deal withwith this thing. The cover was this thing. The cover was
flapping around like flapping around like CRAZYCRAZY, and it wasn’t easy, and it wasn’t easy
trying to wrestle it back down. And just whentrying to wrestle it back down. And just when
I thought I I thought I HADHAD  it, a big gust of wind came it, a big gust of wind came
and blew the cover clear off the deck.and blew the cover clear off the deck.
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But I was still holding on to the cover, so IBut I was still holding on to the cover, so I
went flying went flying WITHWITH  it. it.

If there hadn’t been three feet of If there hadn’t been three feet of SNOWSNOW  on on
the ground, that would’ve been the ground, that would’ve been ITIT  for me. for me.

After I checked to make sure I didn’t have anyAfter I checked to make sure I didn’t have any
broken bones, I dragged the cover through thebroken bones, I dragged the cover through the
snow and up the stairs. And by the time I gotsnow and up the stairs. And by the time I got
to the to the TOTOPP, I was completely , I was completely EXHAUSTEDEXHAUSTED..
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But that’s not the end of the story. The hoseBut that’s not the end of the story. The hose
Dad used to Dad used to FILLFILL the hot tub was running down the hot tub was running down
the stairs, and it was frozen the stairs, and it was frozen SOLIDSOLID. So when I. So when I
STEPPED STEPPED on the hose, I slid all the way backon the hose, I slid all the way back
down to the down to the BOTTOMBOTTOM and almost broke my neck and almost broke my neck
on the landing.on the landing.

Rodrick’s had problems with the hot tub, too. HeRodrick’s had problems with the hot tub, too. He
used it all winter, but had a bad habit of fallingused it all winter, but had a bad habit of falling
ASLEEP ASLEEP in it. So Mom would always have to makein it. So Mom would always have to make
sure he wasn’t still outside when she went to bedsure he wasn’t still outside when she went to bed
for the night.for the night.
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But one time Mom forgot to check on RodrickBut one time Mom forgot to check on Rodrick
before she went to sleep, and didn’t realize hebefore she went to sleep, and didn’t realize he
was out there until the was out there until the MORNINGMORNING..

It took something like two It took something like two WEEKSWEEKS for Rodrick’s for Rodrick’s
skin to smooth out so he could stop looking like askin to smooth out so he could stop looking like a
PRUNEPRUNE. And during that time, his high school. And during that time, his high school
had their yearbook photos taken.had their yearbook photos taken.
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A few months back, Dad drained the hot tub,A few months back, Dad drained the hot tub,
and there hasn’t been any water in it and there hasn’t been any water in it SINCESINCE..
I’m just hoping we get I’m just hoping we get RIDRID of that thing before of that thing before
it causes any it causes any SERIOUSSERIOUS damage. damage.

While we were staining the deck near the hotWhile we were staining the deck near the hot
tub today, I heard a buzzing noise, and thoughttub today, I heard a buzzing noise, and thought
maybe someone accidentally left the heater running.maybe someone accidentally left the heater running.
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So I lifted the cover to check. And as soon as ISo I lifted the cover to check. And as soon as I
DIDDID, I knew I was in , I knew I was in TROUBLETROUBLE..

Some wasps had made a Some wasps had made a NESTNEST underneath the underneath the
cover, and now they were all stirred up. If Icover, and now they were all stirred up. If I
made a sudden move, I was gonna get made a sudden move, I was gonna get STUNGSTUNG..
I didn’t know what to I didn’t know what to DODO, but Rodrick made the, but Rodrick made the
decision decision FORFOR me. me.
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The wasps went The wasps went BERSERKBERSERK, and I dropped the, and I dropped the
hot tub cover, then hot tub cover, then RANRAN for it. Somehow me and for it. Somehow me and
Rodrick Rodrick BOTHBOTH managed to get inside without managed to get inside without
getting stung.getting stung.

We were really lucky, because I’ve read that waspsWe were really lucky, because I’ve read that wasps
can sting you can sting you MULTIPLEMULTIPLE times, unlike a regular times, unlike a regular
honeybee, which can only sting you honeybee, which can only sting you ONCEONCE..

I wonder what it’s like knowing that if you stingI wonder what it’s like knowing that if you sting
someone, you’d someone, you’d DIEDIE . If I was a honeybee, . If I was a honeybee,
I’d be tempted to use my stinger every I’d be tempted to use my stinger every DAYDAY..
ESPECIALLY ESPECIALLY if I was surrounded by bees my age.if I was surrounded by bees my age.
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But if I went through my whole life withoutBut if I went through my whole life without
ever using my stinger, I’m sure I’d end upever using my stinger, I’m sure I’d end up
REGRETTING REGRETTING it.it.

This afternoon, Dad wanted to know why me andThis afternoon, Dad wanted to know why me and
Rodrick weren’t still outside staining the backRodrick weren’t still outside staining the back
deck. Rodrick told him about the deck. Rodrick told him about the WASPSWASPS, but, but
left out the part about spraying their nest withleft out the part about spraying their nest with
the hose.the hose.

Then Dad said he had another job for us in theThen Dad said he had another job for us in the
FRONT FRONT yard. He said the gutters were cloggedyard. He said the gutters were clogged
and needed cleaning, so we had to go get theand needed cleaning, so we had to go get the
ladder out of the garage.ladder out of the garage.
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Cleaning the gutters is my Cleaning the gutters is my LEASTLEAST favorite favorite
chore, because it’s always chore, because it’s always MEME who has to climb up who has to climb up
the ladder.the ladder.

Dad won’t do it anymore because the Dad won’t do it anymore because the LASTLAST  time time
he did, he had a run-in with a he did, he had a run-in with a SQUIRRELSQUIRREL..

So now So now RODRICKRODRICK won’t go up on the ladder, won’t go up on the ladder,
either. He says the person who’s the either. He says the person who’s the LIGHTESTLIGHTEST
has to do it, because they won’t get hurt as bad ifhas to do it, because they won’t get hurt as bad if
they they FALLFALL..
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Rodrick even drew a diagram to show me theRodrick even drew a diagram to show me the
science behind it. And if that was supposed toscience behind it. And if that was supposed to
make me feel make me feel BETTERBETTER, it , it DIDNDIDN’’TT..

We got the ladder out of the garage and carriedWe got the ladder out of the garage and carried
it to the front yard. Then we leaned it againstit to the front yard. Then we leaned it against
the roof, and Rodrick held the base in place sothe roof, and Rodrick held the base in place so
I could climb up.I could climb up.
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When I got to the top, I started scooping theWhen I got to the top, I started scooping the
muddy slop from the gutters into the trash bagmuddy slop from the gutters into the trash bag
I was holding in my other hand. That meant II was holding in my other hand. That meant I
couldn’t really hold on to the ladder, and it wascouldn’t really hold on to the ladder, and it was
hard to keep my balance.hard to keep my balance.

After I cleared out that section, I climbed backAfter I cleared out that section, I climbed back
down and we moved the ladder to another spot.down and we moved the ladder to another spot.
But on my fourth trip up, I noticed the ladderBut on my fourth trip up, I noticed the ladder
felt a little more felt a little more WOBBLYWOBBLY than usual. than usual.

I yelled down to Rodrick to hold the ladderI yelled down to Rodrick to hold the ladder
STEADYSTEADY, but I didn’t get any response. And, but I didn’t get any response. And
when I looked to see if he was on his phone orwhen I looked to see if he was on his phone or
something, he wasn’t even something, he wasn’t even THERETHERE..
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And that’s when I looked through the bathroomAnd that’s when I looked through the bathroom
window and saw Rodrick window and saw Rodrick INSIDE THE HOUSE.INSIDE THE HOUSE.

I knocked on the glass to get his attention.I knocked on the glass to get his attention.
But I must’ve leaned over too But I must’ve leaned over too FARFAR, because the, because the
ladder started tilting to one side.ladder started tilting to one side.

It was too late for me to try and climb all theIt was too late for me to try and climb all the
way back down, so the only place to go was way back down, so the only place to go was UPUP..

I climbed to the top of the ladder and grabbedI climbed to the top of the ladder and grabbed
the edge of the roof with both hands, then pulledthe edge of the roof with both hands, then pulled
myself up onto it. I did it just in time, too,myself up onto it. I did it just in time, too,
because the second I stepped off the ladder, itbecause the second I stepped off the ladder, it
went crashing to the ground.went crashing to the ground.
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So now I was stuck on the roof with no way toSo now I was stuck on the roof with no way to
get back down. I yelled out, hoping Mom or Dadget back down. I yelled out, hoping Mom or Dad
would hear me. But I was pretty sure Dad was inwould hear me. But I was pretty sure Dad was in
the laundry room fixing the washing machine, andthe laundry room fixing the washing machine, and
I hadn’t seen I hadn’t seen MomMom all morning. all morning.

Then I spotted Mr. Larocca driving his lawn mowerThen I spotted Mr. Larocca driving his lawn mower
out of his shed, and I thought I was out of his shed, and I thought I was SAVEDSAVED. I. I
tried tried SHOUTINGSHOUTING to him, but he couldn’t hear to him, but he couldn’t hear
me over the sound of the mower.me over the sound of the mower.
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I figured I could get Mr. Larocca’s attention byI figured I could get Mr. Larocca’s attention by
throwing some of the goop from the gutters inthrowing some of the goop from the gutters in
front of his mower to get him to stop and look up.front of his mower to get him to stop and look up.

So I scooped up some sludge and aimed for aSo I scooped up some sludge and aimed for a
spot in Mr. Larocca’s path. But I guess Ispot in Mr. Larocca’s path. But I guess I
miscalculated a little, because I nailed the mowermiscalculated a little, because I nailed the mower
with a direct with a direct HITHIT..

And believe me, I couldn’t make that shot againAnd believe me, I couldn’t make that shot again
if I had a if I had a HUNDREDHUNDRED more tries. more tries.
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Mr. Larocca stopped his mower and tried to figureMr. Larocca stopped his mower and tried to figure
out where the ambush out where the ambush CAMECAME from. I decided from. I decided
maybe it wasn’t so bad to be stuck on the roofmaybe it wasn’t so bad to be stuck on the roof
AFTER AFTER all, and I scrambled to the other sideall, and I scrambled to the other side
where he wouldn’t be able to see me.where he wouldn’t be able to see me.

I hid behind the chimney, which was the onlyI hid behind the chimney, which was the only
shady place on the roof. And even there, it wasshady place on the roof. And even there, it was
pretty pretty HOTHOT..

I knew I could be in for a long wait, andI knew I could be in for a long wait, and
after a while I started worrying about gettingafter a while I started worrying about getting
DEHYDRATEDDEHYDRATED..
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So I took off most of my clothes, because ISo I took off most of my clothes, because I
didn’t want to didn’t want to SWEATSWEAT too much. I thought too much. I thought
that if I got really desperate, I might be ablethat if I got really desperate, I might be able
to wring some moisture out of my to wring some moisture out of my SOCKS.SOCKS. But I But I
was really hoping it wouldn’t come to that.was really hoping it wouldn’t come to that.

I knew that if I didn’t do something to saveI knew that if I didn’t do something to save
myself, they’d eventually find me in one of thosemyself, they’d eventually find me in one of those
satellite photos.satellite photos.
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It was too far to jump It was too far to jump DOWNDOWN, so that was, so that was
out of the question. And even if I landed onout of the question. And even if I landed on
the back deck without killing myself, those waspsthe back deck without killing myself, those wasps
would probably finish me off.would probably finish me off.

Then I remembered there was a window on the sideThen I remembered there was a window on the side
of the house above the garage. So I lowered myselfof the house above the garage. So I lowered myself
down from the roof and onto the ledge, which wasdown from the roof and onto the ledge, which was
BARELY BARELY within reach.within reach.

Luckily, the window wasn’t Luckily, the window wasn’t LOCKEDLOCKED. I opened. I opened
it just wide enough for me to fit inside, and Iit just wide enough for me to fit inside, and I
squeezed through.squeezed through.
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The window led to Mom and Dad’s bathroom, andThe window led to Mom and Dad’s bathroom, and
the ledge was right above their the ledge was right above their TOILETTOILET..

I put one foot down on top of the toilet tank,I put one foot down on top of the toilet tank,
and then I tried to put my and then I tried to put my OTHEROTHER foot  foot downdown on on
top of the top of the LIDLID. But I didn’t notice the seat was. But I didn’t notice the seat was
UP UP until it was too until it was too LATELATE..

So now my ankle was So now my ankle was STUCKSTUCK, and I couldn’t, and I couldn’t
pull my foot out, no matter how hard I tried. Ipull my foot out, no matter how hard I tried. I
guess I was making a lot of noise trying to getguess I was making a lot of noise trying to get
myself free, because that was when I found outmyself free, because that was when I found out
where where MOMMOM had been all this time. had been all this time.
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And it really wasn’t fun explaining the situation toAnd it really wasn’t fun explaining the situation to
Dad when Dad when HEHE came into the bathroom. came into the bathroom.

So it wasn’t a great day for me. But the good newsSo it wasn’t a great day for me. But the good news
is, Mom said that from now on we’re getting ouris, Mom said that from now on we’re getting our
gutters cleaned by gutters cleaned by PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS..
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TuesdayTuesday
It turns out I’m not the It turns out I’m not the ONLYONLY one who got one who got
replaced by someone who actually knows whatreplaced by someone who actually knows what
they’re doing. It happened to they’re doing. It happened to DADDAD, too., too.

Dad took the washing machine apart but couldn’tDad took the washing machine apart but couldn’t
put it back together. So Mom made him hire aput it back together. So Mom made him hire a
plumber to fix it.plumber to fix it.

It’s been really inconvenient living without a washingIt’s been really inconvenient living without a washing
machine. We’ve had to wash our clothes by hand inmachine. We’ve had to wash our clothes by hand in
the kitchen sink, which is a big pain. But Rodrickthe kitchen sink, which is a big pain. But Rodrick
came up with a came up with a SHORTCUTSHORTCUT last night, and put last night, and put
his dirty clothes in the his dirty clothes in the DISHWASHERDISHWASHER..

Well, the dishwasher did a good job Well, the dishwasher did a good job WASHINGWASHING
the clothes, but not the clothes, but not DRYINGDRYING them. them.
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And when Rodrick left the house to go to schoolAnd when Rodrick left the house to go to school
this morning, his clothes were still this morning, his clothes were still WETWET..

So he used his van to So he used his van to AIR-DRYAIR-DRY his clothes on the his clothes on the
way to school.way to school.
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Unfortunately for Rodrick, that got the attentionUnfortunately for Rodrick, that got the attention
of the of the POLICEPOLICE, who pulled him over., who pulled him over.

That’s why Mom made Dad call someone to fix theThat’s why Mom made Dad call someone to fix the
washing machine. But I didn’t know the plumber waswashing machine. But I didn’t know the plumber was
in the house until I walked past the laundry room.in the house until I walked past the laundry room.

The guy must’ve known what he was The guy must’ve known what he was DOINGDOING,,
because he got the washing machine up and running.because he got the washing machine up and running.





But things ended kind of awkwardly when MannyBut things ended kind of awkwardly when Manny
tried to pay the plumber using Mom’s credit card.tried to pay the plumber using Mom’s credit card.

WednesdayWednesday
When I came home from school this afternoon,When I came home from school this afternoon,
there were a bunch of workers and heavy machinerythere were a bunch of workers and heavy machinery
in our yard.in our yard.
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I was super I was super EXCITEEXCITEDD, because that meant this, because that meant this
addition was finally happening for addition was finally happening for REALREAL..

A guy was using a backhoe to dig the hole forA guy was using a backhoe to dig the hole for
the foundation, and it was the foundation, and it was CRAZYCRAZY to see how to see how
POWERFUL POWERFUL that thing was.that thing was.

Me and Rowley tried to dig a hole to China once,Me and Rowley tried to dig a hole to China once,
and we quit after a few hours. But if we could’veand we quit after a few hours. But if we could’ve
gotten our hands on one of gotten our hands on one of THESETHESE things, we things, we
might’ve actually pulled it off.might’ve actually pulled it off.





I’m wondering if the crew would let me take theI’m wondering if the crew would let me take the
backhoe out for a backhoe out for a SPINSPIN. Because I could use it. Because I could use it
to pull the most epic prank to pull the most epic prank EVEREVER at my school. at my school.

It was pretty hot today, and I think Mom feltIt was pretty hot today, and I think Mom felt
bad for the guys who were working hard. So shebad for the guys who were working hard. So she
made some cold drinks and brought them outside.made some cold drinks and brought them outside.
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It kind of backfired, though, because afterIt kind of backfired, though, because after
that, the workers started coming inside to use thethat, the workers started coming inside to use the
BATHROOMBATHROOM..

And when a line formed for the And when a line formed for the DOWNSTAIRSDOWNSTAIRS
bathroom, the biggest guy on the construction crewbathroom, the biggest guy on the construction crew
headed headed UPSTAIRSUPSTAIRS to find another toilet. to find another toilet.
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And that guy was carrying a And that guy was carrying a MAGAZINEMAGAZINE, so I, so I
got the feeling he wasn’t heading up there to gogot the feeling he wasn’t heading up there to go
Number One.Number One.

I wanted to try and I wanted to try and STOPSTOP him, so I pressed the him, so I pressed the
“test” button on the smoke detector to set it off.“test” button on the smoke detector to set it off.
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The workers all got out of our house prettyThe workers all got out of our house pretty
QUICKQUICK, but they weren’t the , but they weren’t the ONLY ONLY ones whoones who
thought there was an actual emergency.thought there was an actual emergency.

MANNY MANNY thought so, too. And when the smokethought so, too. And when the smoke
detector went off, he threw all his stuffed animalsdetector went off, he threw all his stuffed animals
out his bedroom window, then hopped onto the pile.out his bedroom window, then hopped onto the pile.
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Mom and Dad weren’t happy with me for theMom and Dad weren’t happy with me for the
smoke detector thing, but I don’t think theysmoke detector thing, but I don’t think they
were crazy about the workers using our bathrooms,were crazy about the workers using our bathrooms,
EITHEREITHER. So this evening, Mom ordered one of. So this evening, Mom ordered one of
those porta-potties for the work site, and nowthose porta-potties for the work site, and now
everybody’s happy.everybody’s happy.

FridayFriday
Yesterday, the construction crew poured concreteYesterday, the construction crew poured concrete
for the foundation, and today they startedfor the foundation, and today they started
framing the addition. I thought it was prettyframing the addition. I thought it was pretty
cool seeing how everything was coming together.cool seeing how everything was coming together.
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Unfortunately Dad noticed that I was interestedUnfortunately Dad noticed that I was interested
in what was happening outside, and that put anin what was happening outside, and that put an
IDEA IDEA in his head.in his head.

Dad said this project was a good opportunity forDad said this project was a good opportunity for
me to learn from me to learn from REALREAL professionals and to pick professionals and to pick
up skills I can use down the road.up skills I can use down the road.

I wasn’t really on board with that plan, though.I wasn’t really on board with that plan, though.

Most of those construction workers look likeMost of those construction workers look like
they’ve got really rough hands from working withthey’ve got really rough hands from working with
all that heavy equipment. But I use all sorts ofall that heavy equipment. But I use all sorts of
lotions and creams to make my hands nice andlotions and creams to make my hands nice and
SOFTSOFT..
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And I’d like to And I’d like to KEEPKEEP them that way, because them that way, because
my hands are my best feature.my hands are my best feature.

But that was But that was EXACTLYEXACTLY the wrong thing to tell the wrong thing to tell
my dad, because it earned me a one-way ticketmy dad, because it earned me a one-way ticket
outside.outside.
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I don’t know why Dad sent I don’t know why Dad sent MEME out there and out there and
not Rodrick. Manny actually wanted to go not Rodrick. Manny actually wanted to go WITHWITH
me, but Dad told him he was too me, but Dad told him he was too YOUNGYOUNG to to
help. And Manny didn’t take it that well.help. And Manny didn’t take it that well.

Dad told me I needed to find the person inDad told me I needed to find the person in
charge and see how I could pitch in. So Icharge and see how I could pitch in. So I
asked around, and someone introduced me to theasked around, and someone introduced me to the
FOREMANFOREMAN, who was in his trailer., who was in his trailer.
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I guess the foreman was too busy to deal withI guess the foreman was too busy to deal with
some middle school kid, so he told me to go find asome middle school kid, so he told me to go find a
guy named Buddy and talk to guy named Buddy and talk to HIMHIM..

Well, Buddy was pretty easy to find, especiallyWell, Buddy was pretty easy to find, especially
since his name was tattooed on his forehead.since his name was tattooed on his forehead.

Buddy was working with some guys on theBuddy was working with some guys on the
framing, so I thought I’d start off by tellingframing, so I thought I’d start off by telling
them who I them who I WASWAS. But they weren’t as impressed. But they weren’t as impressed
as I as I THOUGHTTHOUGHT they should be. they should be.
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I told these guys I was out there to I told these guys I was out there to HELPHELP
them. So Buddy told me he had a them. So Buddy told me he had a REALLYREALLY
important job, which was to hold up a wall theyimportant job, which was to hold up a wall they
had just framed.had just framed.

And I And I DIDDID feel pretty important for a while, at feel pretty important for a while, at
least until I realized the wall was holding least until I realized the wall was holding ITSELFITSELF
up on its own.up on its own.

Once I understood it was a Once I understood it was a prankprank, I figured, I figured
this is just the way construction workers jokethis is just the way construction workers joke
around with one another. So I picked up a hammeraround with one another. So I picked up a hammer
and asked Buddy if I could nail some boardsand asked Buddy if I could nail some boards
together or something.together or something.
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Buddy told me that would be Buddy told me that would be GREAGREATT,, but I was but I was
holding a holding a LEFTLEFT-handed hammer, and I needed-handed hammer, and I needed
to go find a to go find a RIGHTRIGHT-handed one.-handed one.

So I asked around the job site, and it took me aSo I asked around the job site, and it took me a
long time to realize long time to realize THATTHAT was a joke, too. was a joke, too.

It hit me that since I was the youngest guy outIt hit me that since I was the youngest guy out
here, the other workers didn’t here, the other workers didn’t RESPECTRESPECT me. me.
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I figured they wanted me to I figured they wanted me to QUIQUITT, but I, but I
didn’t want to give them that didn’t want to give them that SATISFACTIONSATISFACTION..

I decided I was gonna I decided I was gonna PROVEPROVE myself by myself by
working hard, and move up the ranks. And maybeworking hard, and move up the ranks. And maybe
within a week or two I’d have guys like Buddywithin a week or two I’d have guys like Buddy
reporting to reporting to MEME..

So I went around the construction site findingSo I went around the construction site finding
things I could do to help out. I filled somethings I could do to help out. I filled some
buckets with water for the workers who werebuckets with water for the workers who were
mixing concrete, and I moved a pile of gravel outmixing concrete, and I moved a pile of gravel out
of the way when a truck needed to get through.of the way when a truck needed to get through.
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By the time we broke for lunch, I was feelingBy the time we broke for lunch, I was feeling
pretty pretty GOODGOOD about myself. But I didn’t want about myself. But I didn’t want
to kick back and relax, because then these guysto kick back and relax, because then these guys
would think I was would think I was LAZYLAZY..

So when lunch got delivered, I went around theSo when lunch got delivered, I went around the
job site handing out everyone’s orders. And thatjob site handing out everyone’s orders. And that
made me made me REALLYREALLY popular. popular.

One guy named Luther was in the middle of mixingOne guy named Luther was in the middle of mixing
a batch of concrete, so I had to wait before Ia batch of concrete, so I had to wait before I
could hand him his meatball sub. And to be extracould hand him his meatball sub. And to be extra
helpful, I unwrapped it for him so he’d be able tohelpful, I unwrapped it for him so he’d be able to
have it as soon as he was finished.have it as soon as he was finished.
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But I wasn’t being But I wasn’t being CAREFULCAREFUL, and the meatballs, and the meatballs
slid out of the sub and into a bucket of wet concrete.slid out of the sub and into a bucket of wet concrete.

Luther didn’t look like the kind of guy who’d beLuther didn’t look like the kind of guy who’d be
happy about a meatball sub with no happy about a meatball sub with no MEATBALLSMEATBALLS
in it. So I tossed the in it. So I tossed the RESTREST of the sub into the of the sub into the
bucket and backed away.bucket and backed away.





121121

And I’m glad I got out of there when I And I’m glad I got out of there when I DIDDID,,
too. Because when Luther accused Buddy oftoo. Because when Luther accused Buddy of
stealing his meatball sub, things got stealing his meatball sub, things got UGLYUGLY..

I snuck back to the house, then locked the doorI snuck back to the house, then locked the door
behind me. And when Dad asked me why I wasn’tbehind me. And when Dad asked me why I wasn’t
still out there still out there WORKINGWORKING, I told him I was, I told him I was
RETIREDRETIRED..
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SundaySunday
Things were really moving along with the additionThings were really moving along with the addition
until our until our NEIGHBORSNEIGHBORS started complaining. started complaining.
Mr. Larocca had an issue with the Mr. Larocca had an issue with the NOISENOISE,,
because he works the night shift at a hospital andbecause he works the night shift at a hospital and
needs to sleep during the day.needs to sleep during the day.

So Mom’s been asking the workers to try and keepSo Mom’s been asking the workers to try and keep
it down, but that’s not easy to do when you’reit down, but that’s not easy to do when you’re
dealing with dealing with HAMMERSHAMMERS..

Our other next-door neighbor, Mrs. Tuttle, isn’tOur other next-door neighbor, Mrs. Tuttle, isn’t
happy about the addition, happy about the addition, EITHEREITHER..
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Apparently one of the workers rolled a wheelbarrowApparently one of the workers rolled a wheelbarrow
onto her property and trampled some of heronto her property and trampled some of her
flowers, and now she wants us to flowers, and now she wants us to REPLACEREPLACE them. them.

And it’s not just our And it’s not just our NEXT-DOORNEXT-DOOR neighbors, neighbors,
either. Mrs. Rutkowski lives diagonally across theeither. Mrs. Rutkowski lives diagonally across the
street, and I guess one of her cats got into ourstreet, and I guess one of her cats got into our
yard and stepped on a nail. So she told Dad heyard and stepped on a nail. So she told Dad he
had to pay the had to pay the VETVET bill. bill.
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All this complaining is just slowing thingsAll this complaining is just slowing things
down and making the project take down and making the project take LONGERLONGER..
So the only person who’s actually making anySo the only person who’s actually making any
PROGRESS PROGRESS around here isaround here is MANNY MANNY..

He found a toy toolbox in the basement, andHe found a toy toolbox in the basement, and
he took some scrap wood out of the dumpster.he took some scrap wood out of the dumpster.
I’m not exactly sure what he’s building in theI’m not exactly sure what he’s building in the
backyard, but it looks pretty backyard, but it looks pretty IMPRESSIVEIMPRESSIVE..

The dumpster is definitely the best thing aboutThe dumpster is definitely the best thing about
this project. Whenever the trash can in mythis project. Whenever the trash can in my
bedroom gets full, I just empty it into thebedroom gets full, I just empty it into the
dumpster, which is right outside my window.dumpster, which is right outside my window.





What’s even better than What’s even better than THATTHAT is how easy it is how easy it
is now when I have to put the trash out onis now when I have to put the trash out on
Sunday night. It’s my job to put trash stickersSunday night. It’s my job to put trash stickers
on all the bags, then take everything down toon all the bags, then take everything down to
the curb. And that’s a giant pain, especiallythe curb. And that’s a giant pain, especially
when it when it RAINSRAINS..
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But with the dumpster, I don’t even have to dealBut with the dumpster, I don’t even have to deal
with the with the STICKERSSTICKERS. I can just chuck the bags. I can just chuck the bags
straight in.straight in.

Tonight I made a pretty stupid mistake, though.Tonight I made a pretty stupid mistake, though.
I didn’t feel like taking each trash bag out ofI didn’t feel like taking each trash bag out of
the garbage can, so I tried to empty it into thethe garbage can, so I tried to empty it into the
dumpster all at once.dumpster all at once.
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Unfortunately I didn’t realize how Unfortunately I didn’t realize how HEAVYHEAVY the the
trash can was, and I couldn’t get it all thetrash can was, and I couldn’t get it all the
way over the top of the dumpster. So the wholeway over the top of the dumpster. So the whole
garbage can tipped backward, and the trashgarbage can tipped backward, and the trash
emptied out of the bags.emptied out of the bags.

So now there was garbage So now there was garbage EVERYWHEREEVERYWHERE, and, and
I had to scoop all the trash back into the bags.I had to scoop all the trash back into the bags.
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To make matters To make matters WORSEWORSE, it was a windy night,, it was a windy night,
so the trash was blowing so the trash was blowing EVERYWHEREEVERYWHERE. And it. And it
wasn’t a lot of fun trying to chase all that stuffwasn’t a lot of fun trying to chase all that stuff
down in the dark.down in the dark.

I spent an hour picking trash out of Mr. Larocca’sI spent an hour picking trash out of Mr. Larocca’s
bushes. But I should’ve remembered that he worksbushes. But I should’ve remembered that he works
the night shift and leaves at that time.the night shift and leaves at that time.
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MondayMonday
I got to bed super late yesterday, because I hadI got to bed super late yesterday, because I had
to try and convince Mr. Larocca that I wasn’tto try and convince Mr. Larocca that I wasn’t
toilet-papering his bushes.toilet-papering his bushes.

I I REALLYREALLY wish I had gotten a good night’s wish I had gotten a good night’s
sleep, though, because we had a big test at schoolsleep, though, because we had a big test at school
this morning, and I don’t think I did my best.this morning, and I don’t think I did my best.





130130

This was one of those tests the whole This was one of those tests the whole SCHOOLSCHOOL
has to take. The teachers have been trying to gethas to take. The teachers have been trying to get
us ready for us ready for WEEKSWEEKS, because apparently the, because apparently the
scores really scores really MATTERMATTER..

I guess our school did really badly on this testI guess our school did really badly on this test
LAST LAST year, and if that happens year, and if that happens AGAIN AGAIN therethere
are gonna be budget cuts. And that means someare gonna be budget cuts. And that means some
teachers could lose their teachers could lose their JOBSJOBS..

On top of that, they might have to cut someOn top of that, they might have to cut some
programs, like Art and Music. I wish programs, like Art and Music. I wish KIDSKIDS had had
a say in what to cut, because if I was the onea say in what to cut, because if I was the one
making the calls, Phys Ed would’ve been on themaking the calls, Phys Ed would’ve been on the
chopping block a long chopping block a long TIMETIME ago. ago.





The teachers have been really stressed out aboutThe teachers have been really stressed out about
this test, and the last few weeks haven’t been athis test, and the last few weeks haven’t been a
lot of lot of FUNFUN..

All this pressure has been getting us All this pressure has been getting us KIDSKIDS
stressed out, too, so last week the school broughtstressed out, too, so last week the school brought
a Stress Puppy into the library to help everyonea Stress Puppy into the library to help everyone
relax. But kids got too grabby with the puppy,relax. But kids got too grabby with the puppy,
and then the and then the puppy puppy got all stressed out.got all stressed out.
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The puppy started running in circles andThe puppy started running in circles and
peeing all over the place. So the school took itpeeing all over the place. So the school took it
away and replaced it with a Stress Lizard, andaway and replaced it with a Stress Lizard, and
nobody wanted to nobody wanted to TOUCHTOUCH  that thing. that thing.

Speaking of stress, I really wasn’t lookingSpeaking of stress, I really wasn’t looking
forward to going home this afternoon, becauseforward to going home this afternoon, because
I knew they were gonna cut a hole in the wallI knew they were gonna cut a hole in the wall
to connect it with the addition.to connect it with the addition.

I was worried they might accidentally have toI was worried they might accidentally have to
cut through the cut through the PLUMBINGPLUMBING, and I didn’t, and I didn’t
wanna be around when wanna be around when THATTHAT  happened. happened.





Rodrick thought they were gonna use aRodrick thought they were gonna use a
WRECKING BALL WRECKING BALL to smash through the wall,to smash through the wall,
and his whole plan was to make a music video withand his whole plan was to make a music video with
his band when they his band when they DIDDID..
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So Rodrick and his bandmates were prettySo Rodrick and his bandmates were pretty
disappointed when they got there and the workersdisappointed when they got there and the workers
had already opened the wall with a power saw.had already opened the wall with a power saw.

I didn’t see any sign of the Grout, so I didn’t see any sign of the Grout, so THATTHAT was was
a relief. But what the workers found inside thea relief. But what the workers found inside the
walls was just as walls was just as BADBAD..

The wood underneath the siding was The wood underneath the siding was ROTTENROTTEN,,
because of a leak caused by the clogged gutters.because of a leak caused by the clogged gutters.
And apparently there was toxic mold in the walls,And apparently there was toxic mold in the walls,
so we’ve been living with so we’ve been living with THATTHAT all this time, too. all this time, too.
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Plus, there were rodents’ nests in the walls, whichPlus, there were rodents’ nests in the walls, which
means we’ve been sharing our house with a colonymeans we’ve been sharing our house with a colony
of of MICEMICE..

It really creeps me out to think there’s thisIt really creeps me out to think there’s this
whole whole WORLDWORLD living inside our walls without us living inside our walls without us
even knowing it. And that’s why I’ve decided wheneven knowing it. And that’s why I’ve decided when
I build my first house, it’s gonna be 100% I build my first house, it’s gonna be 100% GLASSGLASS..





136136

FridayFriday
Ever since they opened up that wall, we’ve beenEver since they opened up that wall, we’ve been
finding mouse droppings on our kitchen counters.finding mouse droppings on our kitchen counters.
So that means the mice are living out in theSo that means the mice are living out in the
OPEN OPEN now.now.

Mom says we can’t leave any food lying around,Mom says we can’t leave any food lying around,
because then the mice will get up on the surfacesbecause then the mice will get up on the surfaces
where we where we EATEAT. So we’ve been trying to keep. So we’ve been trying to keep
everything really everything really CLEANCLEAN, and I’ve been, and I’ve been
putting our snacks in places where the mice can’tputting our snacks in places where the mice can’t
get to them.get to them.

Dad’s been looking up ways to get rid of mice thatDad’s been looking up ways to get rid of mice that
won’t won’t HURTHURT them. But Rodrick has his  them. But Rodrick has his OWNOWN
ideas for what to do. He wants to buy a ideas for what to do. He wants to buy a SNAKESNAKE,,
and let nature take its course.and let nature take its course.
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When Mom asked Rodrick what we’d do onceWhen Mom asked Rodrick what we’d do once
the snake ate the the snake ate the MICEMICE, he said we’d buy a, he said we’d buy a
MONGOOSE MONGOOSE to catch the snake. So remind meto catch the snake. So remind me
not to visit not to visit RODRICKRODRICK’’SS house when I get older. house when I get older.

The mice aren’t our The mice aren’t our ONLYONLY problem, though. We’ve problem, though. We’ve
got got WASPSWASPS in the house now, too. Mom found in the house now, too. Mom found
one crawling on the mantel above the fireplace lastone crawling on the mantel above the fireplace last
night, and there was another one flying aroundnight, and there was another one flying around
the kitchen this morning during the kitchen this morning during BREAKFASTBREAKFAST..





We can’t figure out how they’re getting We can’t figure out how they’re getting INSIDEINSIDE,,
because we’ve been keeping the windows shut andbecause we’ve been keeping the windows shut and
we don’t open the front door unless we we don’t open the front door unless we HAVEHAVE to. to.

Mom thinks they might be coming in fromMom thinks they might be coming in from
underneath the tarp that’s covering the side ofunderneath the tarp that’s covering the side of
the house, so she sent Dad out there tonight tothe house, so she sent Dad out there tonight to
make sure there aren’t any gaps where they’remake sure there aren’t any gaps where they’re
getting through.getting through.

But Dad wasn’t happy about it, because there wasBut Dad wasn’t happy about it, because there was
a a THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM..
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I would’ve I would’ve HELPEDHELPED him, but I was afraid of him, but I was afraid of
being struck by being struck by LIGHTNINGLIGHTNING. At school, Albert. At school, Albert
Sandy told us about this kid who got hit bySandy told us about this kid who got hit by
lightning while he was out in a canoe, and now he’slightning while he was out in a canoe, and now he’s
SUPERCHARGED SUPERCHARGED with electricity.with electricity.

Well, everyone at my lunch table thought thatWell, everyone at my lunch table thought that
sounded pretty sounded pretty COOLCOOL, but I know that if it, but I know that if it
happened to happened to ME,ME, everyone would just use me as a everyone would just use me as a
charging station.charging station.
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Rodrick had a theory about how the wasps wereRodrick had a theory about how the wasps were
getting in, but it sounded kind of getting in, but it sounded kind of CRAZYCRAZY..

He explained there are all different He explained there are all different TYPESTYPES of of
wasps, like paper wasps and mud wasps. He saidwasps, like paper wasps and mud wasps. He said
we’ve probably got we’ve probably got SEWERSEWER wasps, and they’re wasps, and they’re
getting in through the getting in through the TOILETSTOILETS..

Well, I’ve never heard of a sewer wasp before,Well, I’ve never heard of a sewer wasp before,
but I’m not taking any but I’m not taking any CHANCESCHANCES..

Right now we’ve got a rodent problem and an insectRight now we’ve got a rodent problem and an insect
problem, and I’m not sure which is problem, and I’m not sure which is WORSEWORSE. I. I
don’t know why our house can’t be infested withdon’t know why our house can’t be infested with
something something CUTECUTE instead. Because if we were instead. Because if we were
overrun by overrun by KOALASKOALAS, I really wouldn’t have a, I really wouldn’t have a
problem with it.problem with it.
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SaturdaySaturday
Last week the workers had to disconnect ourLast week the workers had to disconnect our
air conditioner so they can bring in a bigger unit.air conditioner so they can bring in a bigger unit.
So for now we’re all sleeping in the basement,So for now we’re all sleeping in the basement,
because that’s the only place in the house wherebecause that’s the only place in the house where
it’s it’s COOLCOOL..

I can see why Rodrick likes it down there,I can see why Rodrick likes it down there,
ESPECIALLY ESPECIALLY in the summer. I don’t love beingin the summer. I don’t love being
underground, though, which is making me rethinkunderground, though, which is making me rethink
the whole plan for my dream house.the whole plan for my dream house.

Dad said when he was growing up, some peopleDad said when he was growing up, some people
built built BUNKERSBUNKERS where they could go if there was where they could go if there was
a war or something.a war or something.
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Well, living in a tiny underground space with myWell, living in a tiny underground space with my
whole family sounds like a whole family sounds like a TERRIBLE TERRIBLE idea. Firstidea. First
of all, the snacks would be gone by the secondof all, the snacks would be gone by the second
day. And if we only had one bathroom downday. And if we only had one bathroom down
there, we’d have there, we’d have MAJORMAJOR problems. problems.

I guess we’d have a periscope so we’d know whenI guess we’d have a periscope so we’d know when
the coast was clear on the surface. But if thethe coast was clear on the surface. But if the
periscope got periscope got BLOCKEBLOCKEDD, we might never know it, we might never know it
was was OKOK to go back  to go back UPUP..





143143

Dad said some people still build bunkers so theyDad said some people still build bunkers so they
can stay safe if there’s a natural disaster,can stay safe if there’s a natural disaster,
like a like a TORNADOTORNADO  or something. Well, this or something. Well, this
morning I thought we were experiencing anmorning I thought we were experiencing an
EARTHQUAKEEARTHQUAKE, and the , and the LAST LAST place I wantedplace I wanted
to be was underground.to be was underground.





But the reason the ground was shaking was becauseBut the reason the ground was shaking was because
the workers were outside the workers were outside JACKHAMMERINGJACKHAMMERING..

They were breaking up our They were breaking up our OLDOLD  driveway so theydriveway so they
could pour a could pour a NEWNEW  one, and I was pretty sureone, and I was pretty sure
the neighbors weren’t gonna be happy about allthe neighbors weren’t gonna be happy about all
the the NOISENOISE. Especially Mr. Larocca, who had. Especially Mr. Larocca, who had
just gotten home from his shift at the hospital.just gotten home from his shift at the hospital.
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But I was But I was EXCITEDEXCITED about the new driveway.about the new driveway.
Our old one was in really bad shape, so youOur old one was in really bad shape, so you
couldn’t really couldn’t really USEUSE  it for anything. And maybeit for anything. And maybe
that’s what’s been holding me back from becomingthat’s what’s been holding me back from becoming
a professional athlete all this time.a professional athlete all this time.

When they hauled the rubble away and the truckWhen they hauled the rubble away and the truck
came to pour the fresh concrete, I started tocame to pour the fresh concrete, I started to
get get NERVOUSNERVOUS..

A lot of the kids in my neighborhood areA lot of the kids in my neighborhood are
JERKSJERKS, and if they see wet concrete, they’ll, and if they see wet concrete, they’ll
write stupid stuff in it.write stupid stuff in it.
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On top of that, Mrs. Rutkowski’s On top of that, Mrs. Rutkowski’s CATSCATS  havehave
been in our yard a lot lately hunting for been in our yard a lot lately hunting for MICEMICE,,
and I didn’t want a bunch of paw prints in theand I didn’t want a bunch of paw prints in the
freshly poured concrete.freshly poured concrete.

So after the workers finished, I patrolled theSo after the workers finished, I patrolled the
perimeter to make sure everyone stayed perimeter to make sure everyone stayed OFFOFF..

I was watching the I was watching the STREESTREETT, but it turns out, but it turns out
I should’ve been watching the I should’ve been watching the GARAGEGARAGE..
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I heard the door open, and Rodrick started pullingI heard the door open, and Rodrick started pulling
his his VANVAN  out. I tried toout. I tried to  STOPSTOP  him, but he washim, but he was
playing his music too loud to hear.playing his music too loud to hear.

I couldn’t I couldn’t BELIEVEBELIEVE  no one inside the house toldno one inside the house told
Rodrick about the driveway. But it turns outRodrick about the driveway. But it turns out
they had a really good excuse, because they werethey had a really good excuse, because they were
dealing with a more dealing with a more SERIOUSSERIOUS problem. problem.

SMOKE SMOKE was pouring out of the windows onwas pouring out of the windows on
the first floor, and I heard the first floor, and I heard SIRENSSIRENS in the in the
distance.distance.
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Mom came running out the front door, and DadMom came running out the front door, and Dad
was right behind her.was right behind her.

Ten seconds later, a Ten seconds later, a FIRE TRUCKFIRE TRUCK pulled up along pulled up along
the curb, and a couple of firefighters got out.the curb, and a couple of firefighters got out.





They ran across the lawn and onto the frontThey ran across the lawn and onto the front
walkway, which the workers had just finishedwalkway, which the workers had just finished
pouring.pouring.

That’s when everyone realized that That’s when everyone realized that MANNYMANNY  was was
still inside. But thankfully he’d already hadstill inside. But thankfully he’d already had
PRACTICE PRACTICE for this sort of thing.for this sort of thing.
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The The GOODGOOD news is, there wasn’t actually a  news is, there wasn’t actually a FIREFIRE,,
there was just a lot of there was just a lot of SMOKESMOKE. But the bad news. But the bad news
is, it was is, it was MYMY fault. fault.

Last week, when we were putting our food inLast week, when we were putting our food in
places where the mice couldn’t get it, I hid someplaces where the mice couldn’t get it, I hid some
snacks in the snacks in the OVENOVEN..

So when Mom preheated the oven to put inSo when Mom preheated the oven to put in
a batch of bacon this morning, a plastic baga batch of bacon this morning, a plastic bag
MELTEDMELTED. It’s kind of. It’s kind of UNFORTUNATE UNFORTUNATE,,
because that was a waste of some perfectly goodbecause that was a waste of some perfectly good
potato chips.potato chips.
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And this was definitely one of those times whenAnd this was definitely one of those times when
I could’ve used that escape hatch in the backI could’ve used that escape hatch in the back
of my closet.of my closet.

WednesdayWednesday
Believe it or not, Mom and Dad have alreadyBelieve it or not, Mom and Dad have already
moved past the whole potato chip bag incident.moved past the whole potato chip bag incident.
And that’s good news for And that’s good news for MEME..

But the But the REASONREASON they’ve forgotten about it is they’ve forgotten about it is
the the BADBAD news. news.

A few days ago, the building inspector came outA few days ago, the building inspector came out
to check the framing of the addition.to check the framing of the addition.
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And when he And when he DIDDID, he found out the whole, he found out the whole
structure was too close to Mrs. Tuttle’s propertystructure was too close to Mrs. Tuttle’s property
line by about three line by about three FEETFEET..

I guess the construction company messed up whenI guess the construction company messed up when
they created the plans for the addition, but thethey created the plans for the addition, but the
town didn’t catch the mistake when they issuedtown didn’t catch the mistake when they issued
the building permit. So now there was just a bunchthe building permit. So now there was just a bunch
of finger-pointing, and no one would take anyof finger-pointing, and no one would take any
responsibility.responsibility.

The building inspector told us the only thing weThe building inspector told us the only thing we
could really do could really do NOWNOW  was to get our next-doorwas to get our next-door
neighbor to sign something that says we hadneighbor to sign something that says we had
permission to build the structure close to herpermission to build the structure close to her
property line. But that wasn’t gonna be property line. But that wasn’t gonna be EASYEASY..





The other day, when the concrete guys cameThe other day, when the concrete guys came
back to patch up the driveway and front walk,back to patch up the driveway and front walk,
they set up their cement mixer on our lawn. Butthey set up their cement mixer on our lawn. But
I guess they forgot we were on a I guess they forgot we were on a HILLHILL, because, because
the mixer tipped over and poured fresh concretethe mixer tipped over and poured fresh concrete
right into Mrs. Tuttle’s right into Mrs. Tuttle’s GARDENGARDEN..

So when Mom and Dad asked for Mrs. Tuttle’sSo when Mom and Dad asked for Mrs. Tuttle’s
permission to keep our addition where it permission to keep our addition where it WASWAS, she, she
wasn’t looking to do them any favors.wasn’t looking to do them any favors.
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Mrs. Tuttle wouldn’t Mrs. Tuttle wouldn’t BUDGEBUDGE, and the town told, and the town told
Mom and Dad the whole structure was gonna haveMom and Dad the whole structure was gonna have
to come to come DOWNDOWN. And that’s exactly what happened. And that’s exactly what happened
this afternoon.this afternoon.

So now So now EVERYONEEVERYONE’’SS unhappy, except forunhappy, except for
MANNYMANNY. He finished work on. He finished work on HIS  HIS placeplace
TODAYTODAY, and he had a housewarming party to, and he had a housewarming party to
celebrate.celebrate.
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JUNEJUNE
ThursdayThursday
Mom’s been in a real funk ever since the additionMom’s been in a real funk ever since the addition
was torn down.was torn down.

I figured we’d just start over and build it theI figured we’d just start over and build it the
RIGHT RIGHT way this time. But Mom said we burnedway this time. But Mom said we burned
through most of Aunt Reba’s inheritance duringthrough most of Aunt Reba’s inheritance during
construction, and we were gonna need to spendconstruction, and we were gonna need to spend
the the RESTREST patching up the side of the house. patching up the side of the house.

So Mom was So Mom was ALREADYALREADY  in a bad mood when myin a bad mood when my
test results came in the mail, and they didn’ttest results came in the mail, and they didn’t
cheer her up any.cheer her up any.

It wasn’t only It wasn’t only MYMY scores that were bad, though. scores that were bad, though.
The whole The whole GRADEGRADE did poorly, and I can tell you did poorly, and I can tell you
the reason the reason WHYWHY..
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During the middle of the test, some kid let theDuring the middle of the test, some kid let the
Stress Lizard out of its case, and it’s really hardStress Lizard out of its case, and it’s really hard
to to CONCENTRATECONCENTRATE when there’s a  when there’s a REPTILEREPTILE
on the loose.on the loose.

So I guess this means the school is gonna lose itsSo I guess this means the school is gonna lose its
funding, and Mom’s not funding, and Mom’s not HAPPYHAPPY about it.about it.

In fact, she’s so upset she’s saying we shouldIn fact, she’s so upset she’s saying we should
MOVE MOVE so we can live in a better school district.so we can live in a better school district.

But nobody But nobody ELSEELSE  is crazy about moving tois crazy about moving to
another town. Dad grew up here, and he says heanother town. Dad grew up here, and he says he
doesn’t see any doesn’t see any REASONREASON to move. to move.
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And And RODRICKRODRICK doesn’t wanna leave, either. He doesn’t wanna leave, either. He
says his band is says his band is FAMOUSFAMOUS in our town, and he in our town, and he
doesn’t wanna start over somewhere else. But Idoesn’t wanna start over somewhere else. But I
don’t know how famous you can really don’t know how famous you can really BEBE if yourif your
last concert was at a bowling alley.last concert was at a bowling alley.

Rodrick says he’s Rodrick says he’s NEVERNEVER moving, and even if moving, and even if
the the RESTREST of us moved out, he’d just keep living of us moved out, he’d just keep living
in the basement.in the basement.

And to be honest with you, I don’t think RodrickAnd to be honest with you, I don’t think Rodrick
would even would even NOTICENOTICE if a new family moved in. if a new family moved in.
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I don’t think I don’t think MANNYMANNY’’SS going anywhere, either.going anywhere, either.
He just put in a sprinkler system, and his yard isHe just put in a sprinkler system, and his yard is
really coming in nice.really coming in nice.

Truthfully, I didn’t know how I felt about moving.Truthfully, I didn’t know how I felt about moving.
I guess I’m I guess I’m OKOK with where we live now, but with where we live now, but
maybe it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to start freshmaybe it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to start fresh
somewhere somewhere ELSEELSE..

The great thing about moving is that when you goThe great thing about moving is that when you go
to a new place, you can decide who you wanna to a new place, you can decide who you wanna BEBE..

Maybe I could come up with a new Maybe I could come up with a new LOOKLOOK, and, and
people would think I was a “bad boy.”people would think I was a “bad boy.”
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I could even become a whole new I could even become a whole new PERSON,PERSON, and and
tell everyone I’m a professional snowboarder ortell everyone I’m a professional snowboarder or
something.something.

But maybe I could take it even further thanBut maybe I could take it even further than
THATTHAT. I could pretend I’m from another. I could pretend I’m from another
COUNTRY COUNTRY where they don’t speak English.where they don’t speak English.
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And then my teachers would be impressed when IAnd then my teachers would be impressed when I
picked up some new phrases.picked up some new phrases.

It’s actually kind of It’s actually kind of FUNFUN imagining a whole new imagining a whole new
life for myself in a different place.life for myself in a different place.

Back in elementary school, we used to play thisBack in elementary school, we used to play this
game called game called M.A.S.H.M.A.S.H., which stands for Mansion,, which stands for Mansion,
Apartment, Shack, House. I’d write down all theApartment, Shack, House. I’d write down all the
possibilities for my future, and then roll a die overpossibilities for my future, and then roll a die over
and over and scratch things off until I only hadand over and scratch things off until I only had
one item left in each category.one item left in each category.

I actually found some of my old I actually found some of my old M.A.S.H.M.A.S.H. sheets sheets
from the fifth grade in my closet a few weeks back.from the fifth grade in my closet a few weeks back.
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Whenever I played, I always hoped I’d get aWhenever I played, I always hoped I’d get a
perfect result. But even if I got a good choice inperfect result. But even if I got a good choice in
most categories, there would always be that onemost categories, there would always be that one
item that ruined item that ruined EVERYTHINGEVERYTHING..
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One of the reasons I liked playing One of the reasons I liked playing M.A.S.H.M.A.S.H. so so
much was because it was a good chance to hang outmuch was because it was a good chance to hang out
with the girls at recess. And the girl I liked thewith the girls at recess. And the girl I liked the
MOST MOST back then was Becky Anton.back then was Becky Anton.

So sometimes I’d cheat a little when I was fillingSo sometimes I’d cheat a little when I was filling
out my out my M.A.S.H.M.A.S.H. categories to guarantee I got a categories to guarantee I got a
good result.good result.

These days, Becky hardly knows who I These days, Becky hardly knows who I AMAM,,
even though we’re lab partners in Biology. I keepeven though we’re lab partners in Biology. I keep
thinking I should bring up the fact that we’rethinking I should bring up the fact that we’re
supposed to get supposed to get MARRIEDMARRIED one day, but the one day, but the
timing never seems right.timing never seems right.
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That’s That’s ANOTHERANOTHER good reason to move. I could good reason to move. I could
SERIOUSLY SERIOUSLY improve myimprove my  datingdating  situation.situation.
Because if there’s one thing girls love, it’s theBecause if there’s one thing girls love, it’s the
NEW NEW guy.guy.

Kelson Garrity was the new guy at the beginningKelson Garrity was the new guy at the beginning
of this school year. And when he showed up, theof this school year. And when he showed up, the
girls went girls went CRAZYCRAZY for him. for him.

Well, it took a few weeks before everyone realizedWell, it took a few weeks before everyone realized
Kelson was kind of Kelson was kind of WEIRWEIRDD, and now the girls, and now the girls
won’t go won’t go NEARNEAR him. But he had a good run for him. But he had a good run for
a while there.a while there.
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So there are probably a So there are probably a LOTLOT of good reasons to of good reasons to
move. In fact, the only move. In fact, the only DOWNSIDEDOWNSIDE is that I’d is that I’d
need to find a new need to find a new BEST FRIENDBEST FRIEND..

And I don’t know if that would be And I don’t know if that would be WORTHWORTH it. it.
I’ve invested a lot of time and energy into Rowley,I’ve invested a lot of time and energy into Rowley,
and I can’t really see myself starting over withand I can’t really see myself starting over with
someone someone NEWNEW..
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But if we But if we DODO end up moving, I’ve got a whole list end up moving, I’ve got a whole list
of of REQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTS for a future best friend. for a future best friend.

Number Number ONEONE, they’ve got to like to , they’ve got to like to WATCHWATCH
somebody playing video games more than they likesomebody playing video games more than they like
playing games themselves.playing games themselves.

Number Number TWOTWO, it would be nice if they could, it would be nice if they could
actually actually DRAWDRAW. Because I’m really into creating. Because I’m really into creating
comics and stuff.comics and stuff.
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And number And number THREETHREE , they’ve gotta have junk, they’ve gotta have junk
cereal in their house. I don’t know if I cancereal in their house. I don’t know if I can
be friends with another kid whose parents arebe friends with another kid whose parents are
health nuts.health nuts.

But most important, they’ve gotta have a goodBut most important, they’ve gotta have a good
sense of sense of HUMORHUMOR. Because if there’s one thing. Because if there’s one thing
you should know about me, it’s that I’m kind of ayou should know about me, it’s that I’m kind of a
practical joker.practical joker.
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So it turns out Mom is actually So it turns out Mom is actually SERIOUSSERIOUS about about
this moving thing. She’s been spending time eachthis moving thing. She’s been spending time each
night looking at different houses online, and night looking at different houses online, and II’’VEVE
kind of gotten into it, kind of gotten into it, TOOTOO..

Every place we’ve looked at so far has some kindEvery place we’ve looked at so far has some kind
of of ISSUEISSUE, though. There was one house with, though. There was one house with
a big backyard, but it was right near a sewagea big backyard, but it was right near a sewage
treatment plant. And there was another onetreatment plant. And there was another one
that was brand new, but the house only had onethat was brand new, but the house only had one
bathroom. Me and Mom were ready to give upbathroom. Me and Mom were ready to give up
looking, but then we found a place that lookedlooking, but then we found a place that looked
PERFECTPERFECT..
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The house is just a few years old, and it looksThe house is just a few years old, and it looks
like it’s in a nice neighborhood. But what gotlike it’s in a nice neighborhood. But what got
MOM MOM most excited was the bigmost excited was the big KITCHEN. KITCHEN.

Mom looked up the school system, and the testMom looked up the school system, and the test
scores were pretty good. Then she called the realtorscores were pretty good. Then she called the realtor
to find out when we could go to find out when we could go SEESEE the place.the place.

The realtor said there was an open house thisThe realtor said there was an open house this
weekend, and we should drop by if we could. Soweekend, and we should drop by if we could. So
this morning, Mom told everyone to get in thethis morning, Mom told everyone to get in the
van to check the place out.van to check the place out.

Nobody else was Nobody else was HAPPYHAPPY about that, because like about that, because like
I said before, the rest of my family doesn’t wantI said before, the rest of my family doesn’t want
to to MOVEMOVE..
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But when we pulled into the neighborhood,But when we pulled into the neighborhood,
everyone started to change their tune.everyone started to change their tune.

The realtor let our family in and showed usThe realtor let our family in and showed us
around the house, which was around the house, which was WAYWAY nicer than ours. nicer than ours.
And the kitchen was even bigger than it looked inAnd the kitchen was even bigger than it looked in
the the PICTURESPICTURES..
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But what really got my attention was theBut what really got my attention was the
SWIMMING POOL SWIMMING POOL in the backyard.in the backyard.

Rodrick and Manny must’ve spotted it before IRodrick and Manny must’ve spotted it before I
did, because both of them were already out theredid, because both of them were already out there
by the time I got down the back stairs.by the time I got down the back stairs.
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We’ve been trying to get Mom and Dad to put aWe’ve been trying to get Mom and Dad to put a
pool in our backyard pool in our backyard FOREVERFOREVER. They always tell. They always tell
us that the hot tub is just as us that the hot tub is just as GOODGOOD as a pool, as a pool,
but believe me, it’s not the same.but believe me, it’s not the same.

And this was an And this was an IN-GROUNDIN-GROUND pool. We actually pool. We actually
had an aboveground pool when I was younger, buthad an aboveground pool when I was younger, but
it didn’t even last a it didn’t even last a WEEKWEEK..
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The realtor showed us a few more features of theThe realtor showed us a few more features of the
house, but she didn’t house, but she didn’t NEEDNEED to because we were to because we were
already already SOLDSOLD..

On our way home, everyone was On our way home, everyone was supersuper excited. excited.
Rodrick said he’s gonna use the pool to do summerRodrick said he’s gonna use the pool to do summer
CONCERTSCONCERTS, and it’ll be a totally crazy scene, and it’ll be a totally crazy scene
every Friday night.every Friday night.





I decided I’m gonna I decided I’m gonna CHARGECHARGE people to come people to come
use our pool, but that I’ll make exceptions foruse our pool, but that I’ll make exceptions for
CERTAIN CERTAIN people.people.

But Manny was the most excited of But Manny was the most excited of ALLALL. He’s got. He’s got
big plans for the pool, too, and all I can say is,big plans for the pool, too, and all I can say is,
it’s gonna take a lot of chocolate it’s gonna take a lot of chocolate PUDDINGPUDDING..
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MondayMonday
We had another family meeting last night, andWe had another family meeting last night, and
this was a this was a BIGBIG one. Everyone’s on board with one. Everyone’s on board with
moving to the new house, so that’s great.moving to the new house, so that’s great.

Mom told us not to Mom told us not to TELLTELL  anyone yet, because anyone yet, because
we still have to sell we still have to sell OUROUR house so we can afford house so we can afford
to buy the to buy the NEWNEW  one. It was a little hard one. It was a little hard
for me to keep that information to for me to keep that information to MYSELFMYSELF,,
though, and I figured there wouldn’t be anythough, and I figured there wouldn’t be any
harm in telling just harm in telling just ONEONE  person. person.

But maybe I should’ve told someone besidesBut maybe I should’ve told someone besides
ROWLEYROWLEY, because he didn’t take the news, because he didn’t take the news
too well.too well.
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I guess I could’ve eased Rowley into it instead ofI guess I could’ve eased Rowley into it instead of
hitting him with the information all at once.hitting him with the information all at once.

I tried to make him feel better by saying we’dI tried to make him feel better by saying we’d
stay stay FRIENDSFRIENDS and that he could come use my and that he could come use my
pool on days when it wasn’t too pool on days when it wasn’t too CROWDEDCROWDED..
But that didn’t seem to cheer him up at But that didn’t seem to cheer him up at ALLALL..

Hopefully Rowley will come around, though, becauseHopefully Rowley will come around, though, because
I’m not sure I can deal with this kind of dramaI’m not sure I can deal with this kind of drama
every day.every day.

After dinner tonight, Mom asked her friend who’sAfter dinner tonight, Mom asked her friend who’s
a realtor to come over and help us sell a realtor to come over and help us sell OUROUR house. house.
So we went from room to room, and Mrs. LaghariSo we went from room to room, and Mrs. Laghari
told us what we were gonna have to told us what we were gonna have to CHANGECHANGE
before we could put it on the market.before we could put it on the market.





She said we were gonna need to replace ourShe said we were gonna need to replace our
carpets, give everything a fresh coat of paint,carpets, give everything a fresh coat of paint,
and put new tile in the kitchen and bathrooms.and put new tile in the kitchen and bathrooms.
And that was just for And that was just for STARTERSSTARTERS..

Mrs. Laghari said that we’d have to take downMrs. Laghari said that we’d have to take down
our family photos, because buyers like to imagineour family photos, because buyers like to imagine
THEMSELVES THEMSELVES living in the house. Well, that wasliving in the house. Well, that was
fine with fine with MEME, because there are , because there are SOMESOME pictures pictures
that should’ve come down a long that should’ve come down a long TIMETIME ago. ago.
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Then Mrs. Laghari told us that when we have anThen Mrs. Laghari told us that when we have an
open house, we should lock the basement door soopen house, we should lock the basement door so
no one sees what’s down there.no one sees what’s down there.

The last thing Mrs. Laghari told us is that mostThe last thing Mrs. Laghari told us is that most
of our furniture is “outdated,” and we shouldof our furniture is “outdated,” and we should
probably just cover it up with sheets for the openprobably just cover it up with sheets for the open
house. I think that hurt Mom’s feelings, and shehouse. I think that hurt Mom’s feelings, and she
said people would said people would LOVELOVE her taste in furniture. her taste in furniture.
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But Mrs. Laghari said that if we didn’t do all theBut Mrs. Laghari said that if we didn’t do all the
things she recommended, she’d have a hard timethings she recommended, she’d have a hard time
selling our house. So Mom said in selling our house. So Mom said in THATTHAT case we’dcase we’d
sell the house sell the house OURSELVESOURSELVES, and she showed, and she showed
Mrs. Laghari to the door.Mrs. Laghari to the door.

I guess this means Mom and Mrs. Laghari aren’tI guess this means Mom and Mrs. Laghari aren’t
FRIENDS FRIENDS anymore. But that’sanymore. But that’s  OKOK, because we’re, because we’re
moving soon moving soon ANYWAYANYWAY..

SundaySunday
Mom wants to prove our house is great theMom wants to prove our house is great the
way it way it ISIS, so we’re trying to sell it without, so we’re trying to sell it without
making any big changes. The open house wasmaking any big changes. The open house was
this afternoon, but we spent the whole this afternoon, but we spent the whole WEEKWEEK
getting ready for it.getting ready for it.
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It was It was MYMY job to write the description to post job to write the description to post
online. And I got a little creative to try andonline. And I got a little creative to try and
make it stand out.make it stand out.

We took photos of every room and posted those,We took photos of every room and posted those,
too. The house was a too. The house was a MESSMESS when we took thewhen we took the
pictures, though, so we had to move some stuffpictures, though, so we had to move some stuff
around to make it around to make it LOOKLOOK clean. clean.
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The open house started at noon, and we reallyThe open house started at noon, and we really
had to scramble to get everything nice and neat.had to scramble to get everything nice and neat.
We did the best we could and got out of thereWe did the best we could and got out of there
just before people started to arrive.just before people started to arrive.

But it was kind of hard sitting there doingBut it was kind of hard sitting there doing
NOTHING NOTHING while totalwhile total  strangersstrangers  were goingwere going
into our house.into our house.

Mom said none of the people at our open houseMom said none of the people at our open house
actually knew we were the actually knew we were the OWNERSOWNERS, so , so WEWE
could pretend to be checking the place out, could pretend to be checking the place out, TOOTOO..
And that way we could listen in on what everyoneAnd that way we could listen in on what everyone
was saying.was saying.
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Well, I thought that sounded kind of Well, I thought that sounded kind of FUNFUN, so, so
I went inside with Mom. But everyone I went inside with Mom. But everyone ELSEELSE in in
the family thought it was a dumb idea and stayedthe family thought it was a dumb idea and stayed
back in the van.back in the van.

It turns out the spying idea was a It turns out the spying idea was a MISTAKEMISTAKE,,
though. Most of the people didn’t have anythingthough. Most of the people didn’t have anything
NICE NICE to say about our house, and it was kind ofto say about our house, and it was kind of
tough hearing all the criticism.tough hearing all the criticism.

But I think Mom was taking it a little harder thanBut I think Mom was taking it a little harder than
I was. Because whenever someone had somethingI was. Because whenever someone had something
NEGATIVE NEGATIVE to say, she’d speak up.to say, she’d speak up.
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Mom got so upset that she went back out to theMom got so upset that she went back out to the
vanvan. But I stayed in the. But I stayed in the  HOUSEHOUSE, because I, because I
wasn’t comfortable with all these random strangerswasn’t comfortable with all these random strangers
poking around our things.poking around our things.
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But not everyone was exploring the house. ThereBut not everyone was exploring the house. There
were a bunch of men in the family room watching awere a bunch of men in the family room watching a
football game, and from the look of things, theyfootball game, and from the look of things, they
had helped themselves to our had helped themselves to our SNACKSSNACKS..

These guys were letting their kids run wild in ourThese guys were letting their kids run wild in our
house while they kicked back and watched house while they kicked back and watched TVTV. So. So
they were basically using the open house for freethey were basically using the open house for free
BABYSITTING.BABYSITTING.
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Since these dads weren’t watching their Since these dads weren’t watching their KIDSKIDS, it, it
was up to was up to MEME to make sure they didn’t  to make sure they didn’t BREAKBREAK
anything.anything.

But I couldn’t be everywhere at But I couldn’t be everywhere at ONCEONCE, and I, and I
was upstairs chasing kids out of our bathroom whenwas upstairs chasing kids out of our bathroom when
there was a loud noise there was a loud noise DOWNSTAIRSDOWNSTAIRS..

It sounded like a kid tipped over the It sounded like a kid tipped over the FRIDGEFRIDGE or or
something, so I ran down to make sure nobody wassomething, so I ran down to make sure nobody was
HURTHURT. But it wasn’t a. But it wasn’t a  KIDKID  who made the noise,who made the noise,
it was one of the it was one of the DADSDADS..





One of the guys went into the laundry room lookingOne of the guys went into the laundry room looking
for more for more SNACKSSNACKS, but that’s where we were keeping, but that’s where we were keeping
all the stuff we couldn’t hide anywhere all the stuff we couldn’t hide anywhere ELSEELSE..

I guess the noise freaked out the other dads, becauseI guess the noise freaked out the other dads, because
they scooped up their kids and left in a they scooped up their kids and left in a HURRYHURRY..
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So that was the end of the open house, and weSo that was the end of the open house, and we
didn’t get a didn’t get a SINGLESINGLE offer. offer.

At dinner tonight, everyone was kind of bummedAt dinner tonight, everyone was kind of bummed
out. But while we were doing the dishes, thereout. But while we were doing the dishes, there
was a knock on the front door.was a knock on the front door.

It was a couple from out of town, and they saidIt was a couple from out of town, and they said
they couldn’t make it to the open house in time.they couldn’t make it to the open house in time.
So Mom invited them in to show them around.TheySo Mom invited them in to show them around.They
seemed pretty seemed pretty IMPRESSEDIMPRESSED, and the lady said, and the lady said
EXACTLY EXACTLY what Mom wanted to hear.what Mom wanted to hear.

And believe it or not, they made an offer rightAnd believe it or not, they made an offer right
on the spot.on the spot.
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SaturdaySaturday
I knew I was gonna have to tell Rowley we wereI knew I was gonna have to tell Rowley we were
selling our house, but I didn’t want a repeat ofselling our house, but I didn’t want a repeat of
what happened the what happened the LASTLAST time we talked about it. time we talked about it.

I came up with an idea for how to handle itI came up with an idea for how to handle it
THIS THIS time around. There’s a Preston Platypustime around. There’s a Preston Platypus
book on this book on this EXACTEXACT subject, and I figured it subject, and I figured it
was the was the PERFECTPERFECT way to get Rowley used to way to get Rowley used to
the idea of me moving. So I brought the bookthe idea of me moving. So I brought the book
with me to his house this afternoon.with me to his house this afternoon.





189189

It felt a little It felt a little AWKWARDAWKWARD reading a story to reading a story to
Rowley. But I think he’s Rowley. But I think he’s USEDUSED to having booksto having books
read to him, so he made himself comfortable.read to him, so he made himself comfortable.

I don’t really think the message of the bookI don’t really think the message of the book
was getting was getting THROUGHTHROUGH to Rowley, though. Andto Rowley, though. And
the story kind of made me the story kind of made me MADMAD, anyway. It, anyway. It
was about how Preston Platypus has a best friendwas about how Preston Platypus has a best friend
named Pelican Pete, and they do named Pelican Pete, and they do EVERYTHINGEVERYTHING
together.together.

But then one day Pelican Pete says he’s But then one day Pelican Pete says he’s MOVINGMOVING,,
and Preston Platypus is sad. And I was and Preston Platypus is sad. And I was FINEFINE
with the story up to that point.with the story up to that point.
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Then Preston’s mom tells him he’ll make Then Preston’s mom tells him he’ll make NEWNEW
friends after Pete moves, and everything will workfriends after Pete moves, and everything will work
out for the best. Sure enough, by the end of theout for the best. Sure enough, by the end of the
book, that’s book, that’s EXACTLYEXACTLY what happens. what happens.

So basically Preston Platypus forgets about PelicanSo basically Preston Platypus forgets about Pelican
Pete, and all their years of friendship don’t meanPete, and all their years of friendship don’t mean
a a THINGTHING. And we never find out what happens. And we never find out what happens
to Pelican Pete or if he’s happy in to Pelican Pete or if he’s happy in HISHIS new new
neighborhood.neighborhood.
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I thought about writing an angry letter toI thought about writing an angry letter to
whoever whoever WROTEWROTE this garbage. But of coursethis garbage. But of course
Rowley Rowley LIKEDLIKED the story, and he wanted me to the story, and he wanted me to
read him read him ANOTHERANOTHER one. one.

I decided to just stop dancing around the issueI decided to just stop dancing around the issue
and tell Rowley what was and tell Rowley what was REALLYREALLY going on. And going on. And
the second I did, I the second I did, I REGRETTEDREGRETTED it. it.

I told Rowley to try not to get too worked upI told Rowley to try not to get too worked up
because it wasn’t a done deal yet. But nothing Ibecause it wasn’t a done deal yet. But nothing I
said made any difference.said made any difference.

I had to tell Rowley that if he was gonna be soI had to tell Rowley that if he was gonna be so
DRAMATICDRAMATIC, I was going, I was going HOME HOME..
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So then Rowley promised he’d keep himselfSo then Rowley promised he’d keep himself
together, and he together, and he DIDDID, but just , but just BARELYBARELY..

Maybe it was a mistake telling Rowley about Maybe it was a mistake telling Rowley about ANYANY
of this. I probably should’ve sent him a postcardof this. I probably should’ve sent him a postcard
AFTER AFTER I moved, because that would’ve been a lotI moved, because that would’ve been a lot
easier on easier on BOTHBOTH of us. of us.

WednesdayWednesday
The owners of the house with the pool acceptedThe owners of the house with the pool accepted
our offer, so I guess this is really our offer, so I guess this is really HAPPENINGHAPPENING..

The people who are buying The people who are buying OUROUR place did a home place did a home
inspection over the weekend, and they found ainspection over the weekend, and they found a
few things we’re gonna have to fix before they’llfew things we’re gonna have to fix before they’ll
buy the house. The most buy the house. The most SERIOUSSERIOUS issue was issue was
a problem with the ceiling underneath Mom anda problem with the ceiling underneath Mom and
Dad’s shower.Dad’s shower.
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Apparently that clogged drain was a biggerApparently that clogged drain was a bigger
problem than we problem than we THOUGHTTHOUGHT. The floorboards. The floorboards
under the bathroom tile were totally rotted out, sounder the bathroom tile were totally rotted out, so
now we’re gonna have to now we’re gonna have to REPLACEREPLACE them. them.

We’re lucky nothing We’re lucky nothing TERRIBLETERRIBLE ever happened. ever happened.
Because I can think of things even worse than theBecause I can think of things even worse than the
GROUT.GROUT.
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The other thing the buyers want us to do is getThe other thing the buyers want us to do is get
rid of the rid of the HOT TUBHOT TUB, because they have young, because they have young
kids and they’re worried about kids and they’re worried about SAFETYSAFETY. And I’m. And I’m
100% with them on 100% with them on THATTHAT one. one.

Now that I know for Now that I know for SURESURE we’re moving, I we’re moving, I
have a have a TOTALLYTOTALLY different attitude about school. different attitude about school.
Since it’s almost summer, I asked Mom if I couldSince it’s almost summer, I asked Mom if I could
SKIP SKIP classes for the rest of the year.classes for the rest of the year.

But she said if I don’t go to school, they couldBut she said if I don’t go to school, they could
throw her and Dad in throw her and Dad in JAILJAIL. I thought about. I thought about
whether or not that would be whether or not that would be WORTHWORTH it, but I it, but I
decided I could just suck it up for a little whiledecided I could just suck it up for a little while
longer.longer.
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I realized that next year I won’t be going toI realized that next year I won’t be going to
school with these kids, and that’s what gave meschool with these kids, and that’s what gave me
the courage to finally tell Becky Anton that Ithe courage to finally tell Becky Anton that I
LIKED LIKED her. So during Biology I told Becky I’dher. So during Biology I told Becky I’d
had a crush on her ever since fifth grade.had a crush on her ever since fifth grade.

But Becky went straight to the But Becky went straight to the TEACHERTEACHER,,
and five minutes later I had a new lab partner.and five minutes later I had a new lab partner.
And I’m seriously thinking about the And I’m seriously thinking about the JAILJAIL option option
again, because I don’t know if I can last the restagain, because I don’t know if I can last the rest
of the school year dealing with Kelson Garrity.of the school year dealing with Kelson Garrity.
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That’s not even my That’s not even my WORSTWORST problem, though. problem, though.
Ever since I told Rowley that we’re officiallyEver since I told Rowley that we’re officially
MOVINGMOVING, he’s been a total, he’s been a total MESS MESS. Even. Even
though he keeps promising he’s not gonna go allthough he keeps promising he’s not gonna go all
BLUBBERY BLUBBERY on me, the smallest thing can seton me, the smallest thing can set
him off.him off.

And even when he And even when he ISIS keeping it together, he keeping it together, he
still says these little things that make me feelstill says these little things that make me feel
GUILTY GUILTY about moving.about moving.
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On the way home from school today, we had to walkOn the way home from school today, we had to walk
in the grass because they’d just repaved the sidewalk.in the grass because they’d just repaved the sidewalk.
But that gave Rowley an But that gave Rowley an IDEAIDEA. He said we should. He said we should
write our write our NAMESNAMES in the cement with a stick and in the cement with a stick and
put put ““BEST FRIENDSBEST FRIENDS” underneath.” underneath.

It made me a little uncomfortable writing inIt made me a little uncomfortable writing in
something so something so PERMANENPERMANENTT, though, especially, though, especially
since I didn’t know what the friend situationsince I didn’t know what the friend situation
would be in my new neighborhood. I didn’t wannawould be in my new neighborhood. I didn’t wanna
mention that to Rowley, because I knew it wouldmention that to Rowley, because I knew it would
set him off again.set him off again.
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So I wrote some extra stuff with the stick toSo I wrote some extra stuff with the stick to
give me a little wiggle room, just in case.give me a little wiggle room, just in case.

SaturdaySaturday
School ended a week ago, and while everyoneSchool ended a week ago, and while everyone
ELSE ELSE is already enjoying their summer vacation,is already enjoying their summer vacation,
we’ve been we’ve been PACKINGPACKING..
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Mom created a binder and a schedule for everyoneMom created a binder and a schedule for everyone
in the family, and we’re all responsible for boxingin the family, and we’re all responsible for boxing
up our own stuff. It’s gonna be up our own stuff. It’s gonna be TIGHTIGHTT, but, but
we should be done by the time the moving truckswe should be done by the time the moving trucks
show up next weekend.show up next weekend.

The person who’s taking the The person who’s taking the LONGESTLONGEST is  is DADDAD..
He wants to make sure none of his Civil WarHe wants to make sure none of his Civil War
figurines break, so he’s using a whole roll of bubblefigurines break, so he’s using a whole roll of bubble
wrap for each wrap for each ONEONE..

Mom’s been hoping our neighbors would throw us aMom’s been hoping our neighbors would throw us a
going-away party, but with all the constructiongoing-away party, but with all the construction
over the past month, we’re not that over the past month, we’re not that POPULARPOPULAR
around here. So Mom decided we’d just throw aaround here. So Mom decided we’d just throw a
party for party for OURSELVESOURSELVES..
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The party was The party was TONIGHTTONIGHT. We’d sent out. We’d sent out
invitations to just about everyone on our street,invitations to just about everyone on our street,
and we set everything up in our yard.and we set everything up in our yard.

Rodrick was excited, because Mom and DadRodrick was excited, because Mom and Dad
were letting his band play, and they were evenwere letting his band play, and they were even
PAYING PAYING him. We were still busy setting up whenhim. We were still busy setting up when
the first guests started to arrive.the first guests started to arrive.

I wasn’t sure if I should even I wasn’t sure if I should even INVITEINVITE Rowley Rowley
to the party, because I was afraid he might haveto the party, because I was afraid he might have
another breakdown. But I was actually reallyanother breakdown. But I was actually really
happy to see him.happy to see him.
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His parents seemed happy, His parents seemed happy, TOOTOO, and I almost, and I almost
got the feeling they were got the feeling they were GLADGLAD I was moving. I was moving.

Rowley said he had a Rowley said he had a GIFTGIFT for me, which was a for me, which was a
giant collage with a bunch of pictures of us overgiant collage with a bunch of pictures of us over
the years. And I’m not gonna lie, it got me athe years. And I’m not gonna lie, it got me a
little choked up.little choked up.





202202

I was kind of I was kind of RELIEVEDRELIEVED that’s all Rowley’s that’s all Rowley’s
gift was. Because the way he’s been acting lately,gift was. Because the way he’s been acting lately,
I wouldn’t be surprised if he gave me one of hisI wouldn’t be surprised if he gave me one of his
FINGERS FINGERS or something.or something.

Rowley said I could hang the collage in my Rowley said I could hang the collage in my NEWNEW
bedroom to remind me of all the fun stuff we didbedroom to remind me of all the fun stuff we did
together. And I don’t know if there was a lottogether. And I don’t know if there was a lot
of pollen in the air tonight or of pollen in the air tonight or WHATWHAT, but right, but right
then I think I got something in my eye.then I think I got something in my eye.

Things were getting a little too touchy-feely forThings were getting a little too touchy-feely for
me, though, so I was glad when more peopleme, though, so I was glad when more people
started to arrive at the party.started to arrive at the party.





It picked up really It picked up really FASTFAST from there. Rodrick’s from there. Rodrick’s
band started playing out on the back deck, andband started playing out on the back deck, and
the music attracted some teenagers who were atthe music attracted some teenagers who were at
a high school graduation party a few doors down.a high school graduation party a few doors down.
Then it seemed like everyone on our street was atThen it seemed like everyone on our street was at
our party all at our party all at ONCEONCE, and it got , and it got CRAZYCRAZY..
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Our party was pretty Our party was pretty WILDWILD, but it was, but it was
NOTHING NOTHING compared tocompared to MANNY MANNY’’SS. And his. And his
party was still going strong when I turned in forparty was still going strong when I turned in for
the night.the night.

SundaySunday
I have to admit, last night was a lot of I have to admit, last night was a lot of FUNFUN..
But I’m kind of But I’m kind of SADSAD, because just when things, because just when things
are getting are getting GOODGOOD around here, we’re  around here, we’re LEAVINGLEAVING..

I was the first one in the house awake today,I was the first one in the house awake today,
and when I looked out the window, I knew weand when I looked out the window, I knew we
were in for a long day of cleanup.were in for a long day of cleanup.
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I wished we still had that I wished we still had that DUMPSTERDUMPSTER, because, because
that would’ve made things a whole lot that would’ve made things a whole lot EASIEREASIER..

While I was looking over the front lawn, two bigWhile I was looking over the front lawn, two big
moving trucks pulled up along the curb. I wasmoving trucks pulled up along the curb. I was
kind of kind of CONFUSEDCONFUSED, because our move was still a, because our move was still a
week away.week away.

A few guys got out of the trucks, and one ofA few guys got out of the trucks, and one of
them came to our front door. So I went out tothem came to our front door. So I went out to
MEET MEET him.him.
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The man told me his team was ready to startThe man told me his team was ready to start
putting our stuff into the trucks, and theyputting our stuff into the trucks, and they
needed to come inside the house. By now, Mom hadneeded to come inside the house. By now, Mom had
come downstairs and was at the front door.come downstairs and was at the front door.

She told the guy he was a week She told the guy he was a week EARLYEARLY, and, and
that the move wasn’t until that the move wasn’t until NEXTNEXT Sunday. But Sunday. But
he pulled out a contract that showed he pulled out a contract that showed TODAYTODAY’’SS
date as the moving day, and it had Mom’sdate as the moving day, and it had Mom’s
SIGNATURE SIGNATURE on the bottom.on the bottom.

Mom told the guy she made a Mom told the guy she made a MISTAKEMISTAKE, and, and
that we weren’t that we weren’t READYREADY to move yet. He told to move yet. He told
her the deposit was “nonrefundable,” and that ifher the deposit was “nonrefundable,” and that if
we didn’t move we didn’t move TODAYTODAY, we’d lose the money we, we’d lose the money we
already paid.already paid.
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Now Mom was in a Now Mom was in a PANICPANIC. She woke everyone up. She woke everyone up
and told us to get and told us to get PACKINGPACKING. The movers said. The movers said
we had a two-hour window to get everything ontowe had a two-hour window to get everything onto
the trucks, so we really had to the trucks, so we really had to HUSTLEHUSTLE..

Up to this point we’d been really careful packingUp to this point we’d been really careful packing
so nothing got so nothing got DAMAGEDDAMAGED. But now there was no. But now there was no
TIME TIME for that.for that.
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The movers The movers REALLYREALLY didn’t care if our stuff got didn’t care if our stuff got
broken. And that’s why it was probably a bad ideabroken. And that’s why it was probably a bad idea
to let them pack up our to let them pack up our DISHESDISHES..

Mom asked the movers to just focus on theMom asked the movers to just focus on the
FURNITURE FURNITURE instead, and they went down toinstead, and they went down to
the basement to start there.the basement to start there.

Then someone rang the doorbell. It was the guyThen someone rang the doorbell. It was the guy
we hired to take the we hired to take the HOT TUBHOT TUB away, and his away, and his
crane was parked in our front yard.crane was parked in our front yard.

With everything With everything ELSEELSE going on at the house, going on at the house,
this was pretty terrible this was pretty terrible TIMINGTIMING..
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The crane operator explained that he couldn’t getThe crane operator explained that he couldn’t get
his vehicle into our backyard without running overhis vehicle into our backyard without running over
our neighbor’s flower garden, so his plan was toour neighbor’s flower garden, so his plan was to
lift the hot tub lift the hot tub OVEROVER the house. the house.

That sounded a little crazy to That sounded a little crazy to MEME, but I figured, but I figured
this guy probably knew what he was doing.this guy probably knew what he was doing.
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I showed the guy where the hot tub was, and heI showed the guy where the hot tub was, and he
put some straps around it. Then he attached theput some straps around it. Then he attached the
straps to a giant straps to a giant HOOKHOOK and lifted the hot tub and lifted the hot tub
off the deck.off the deck.

But when he tried to back his vehicle up, heBut when he tried to back his vehicle up, he
COULDNCOULDN’’T, T, because the movers had piled abecause the movers had piled a
bunch of bunch of FURNITUREFURNITURE in our yard. So now the in our yard. So now the
hot tub was dangling above our hot tub was dangling above our ROOFROOF..
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As if the whole situation wasn’t stressful enoughAs if the whole situation wasn’t stressful enough
ALREADALREADYY, , all of a suddenall of a sudden ROWLEY ROWLEY  showed upshowed up
in my front yard.in my front yard.
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But I didn’t have But I didn’t have TIMETIME to deal with Rowley, to deal with Rowley,
because now I had a because now I had a NEWNEW problem. problem.

That guy from Whirley Street had pulled upThat guy from Whirley Street had pulled up
in front of our house, and he was taking thein front of our house, and he was taking the
FURNITURE FURNITURE that the movers had left bythat the movers had left by
the curb. And that’s when I remembered itthe curb. And that’s when I remembered it
was was SUNDAYSUNDAY, which is the day we leave our, which is the day we leave our
TRASH TRASH out.out.

I tried to wave the guy off to make him go away.I tried to wave the guy off to make him go away.
But the crane operator thought I was giving himBut the crane operator thought I was giving him
a signal that it was a signal that it was OKOK to back up his vehicle, to back up his vehicle,
which is what he which is what he DIDDID..
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And that was the end of our living room And that was the end of our living room COUCHCOUCH..

The The CRANECRANE stopped, but the hot tub  stopped, but the hot tub DIDNDIDN’’TT..
It started swinging in crazy circles above theIt started swinging in crazy circles above the
house, and then it slammed into our house, and then it slammed into our CHIMNEYCHIMNEY..





214214

The bricks slid off the roof and just missed myThe bricks slid off the roof and just missed my
PARENTSPARENTS, who had come outside to see what all, who had come outside to see what all
the the COMMOTIONCOMMOTION was. was.

After that, I thought it was After that, I thought it was OVEROVER, because I, because I
couldn’t imagine anything couldn’t imagine anything ELSEELSE happening. But happening. But
something something DIDDID..

Some wasps had built a nest in our Some wasps had built a nest in our CHIMNEYCHIMNEY,,
which explains how they were getting into thewhich explains how they were getting into the
house all this time. And now they were house all this time. And now they were LOOSELOOSE,,
looking for looking for REVENGEREVENGE..

We all ran for cover inside the house, but the craneWe all ran for cover inside the house, but the crane
operator wasn’t quick enough to get away.operator wasn’t quick enough to get away.
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The wasps flew in the cabin of his vehicle,The wasps flew in the cabin of his vehicle,
which made him kick the lever that released thewhich made him kick the lever that released the
HOT TUBHOT TUB, which fell through the , which fell through the ROOFROOF..

And at that point, to tell the truth, I wasAnd at that point, to tell the truth, I was
kind of kind of RELIEVEDRELIEVED. Because now I knew for. Because now I knew for
SURESURE  that things really couldn’t get anythat things really couldn’t get any
WORSEWORSE..
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ThursdayThursday
There was one bright spot from what happenedThere was one bright spot from what happened
over the weekend, and it’s that Rodrick made itover the weekend, and it’s that Rodrick made it
through the experience through the experience ALIVEALIVE..

The hot tub landed smack in the middle of hisThe hot tub landed smack in the middle of his
BEDROOMBEDROOM, so we thought he got , so we thought he got CRUSHEDCRUSHED..
But when the movers had hauled Rodrick’s bed outBut when the movers had hauled Rodrick’s bed out
of the basement, they loaded it onto one of theof the basement, they loaded it onto one of the
trucks and took him trucks and took him WITHWITH it. it.

Everything else is Everything else is BADBAD news. The people who were news. The people who were
supposed to buy supposed to buy OUROUR house pulled out, and that house pulled out, and that
meant we couldn’t afford the meant we couldn’t afford the NEWNEW one. So I one. So I
guess that means we’re guess that means we’re STUCKSTUCK here for a while. here for a while.
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To be honest with you, I’m not totally sure ITo be honest with you, I’m not totally sure I
was ready to move, anyway. Looking for a newwas ready to move, anyway. Looking for a new
best friend would’ve been a huge hassle, andbest friend would’ve been a huge hassle, and
besides, there’s so much more I need to besides, there’s so much more I need to TEACHTEACH
Rowley before I go.Rowley before I go.

There’s probably a There’s probably a LESSONLESSON I could learn from I could learn from
this whole experience, like “be happy with whatthis whole experience, like “be happy with what
you’ve got” or “there’s no place like home” or thatyou’ve got” or “there’s no place like home” or that
sort of thing. But that’s the kind of corny stuffsort of thing. But that’s the kind of corny stuff
they put in books for little kids.they put in books for little kids.

So here’s the lesson So here’s the lesson II’’MM taking away from all taking away from all
this: Don’t be late for an old lady’s funeral.this: Don’t be late for an old lady’s funeral.
Because believe me, she’ll make you Because believe me, she’ll make you PAYPAY..
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